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PREFACE. 



It has often occurrted to the Author, 
dMt it WtyuM liitilisk a fair stubject for 
diSdassUttii, to det^i^ine whether it> 
te^^is ftiof e vanity wbett a writer pre- 
fiies bis liatfie to his book, or when he 
j^i^shi^ withtmt it;— -whether it im- 
f¥tbs t&bte self-sFufficiehcy to suppose 
thM his iiame is of so much rahie as 
to i^mt^t ^readers to his wbrit, or to 
ft^uAt io dofffiflenfly to the merit of ihe 

a 
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work itself, as to depend on its un- 
assisted strength for making its own 
way. — In short, whether the presump- 
tion be grfeater in thinking better of 
himself^ or of his book; and how the 
proportion of good opinion can be 
settled or separated. ^ 

This i's a dilemma in which the writer 

i 

of thcjse pages has Qot seldom been 
involved^ haying not unfrequently 
indulged her vanity, or her humility, 
whichever it may be called, under both 
$hapes, without being able to ascertain 
on which side the- real difibrence lies. 
Nor can she degi^e which principle 

« 

predominated in risking these two little 
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works anonymously^ near* twenty years 
ago, or in afterwards publishing them, 
with a name which she had little right 
to expect could confer importance on 
any petformance. 



There is, however, one decided ad- 
vantage which belongs to the anony- 
mous writer. He is not restrained 
from the strongest reprehension, and 
most pointed censure, of existing errors, 
by the conscious apprehension that his 
own faults may be brought forward. 
He is under no fear that his negligences 
will be opposed to his reproofs. He is 
liot deterred from expatiating on the 
deficienciM of others, by th^ fear that 

a 2 



the reader may confront his life with 
his arguments. 



Being now called upon by her Book* 
sellers to unite these separate pieces 
into one volume, the Author cannot 

« 

neglect so fair an occasion of expressing 
her gratitude for the very favburfifble 
reception which they severally eipe- 
rienced in their unacknowledged litate, 
seven large editions of the first of llhese 
pieces having been called for in the 
coiffse of a fefw months, and the whole 
third impression having been sold on 
the morning it was published, serve, 
among repeated instances of general 
favour, to increase her regrfct that the 



* 



inherit of her writings hs\,xe not borne 
ippre proportion to the indulgence with 
which they have been received. 



]S|ay shp venture to observe, without 
ifjip^rriog the charge of overrrating her 

» 

siiglit p^fQrmance3, that there is a 
poi^t of vi^w in which this success 
reflects no discredit on the public 
opinion ? FoTiy does it not evince that 
whf^^ tfee Qby|p^§ aim of a writer is tp 
pF09}pt^ theT int^r<ests of Christian mop 
ral?, the c;^ort, however feeble, y^ill be 
cfif^^dly accepted; nor will the defi- 
ciei^ciei; of the cpmpositi^n be allowed 
tQ d^eat the hpnesty pf f hP intention. 



The lapse of yoars ^ipce the first 
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appearance of these two small pieces, 
has only served to strengthen the con- 
viction that such topics as they em- 
brace, cannot be pressed too closely, or 
too frequently, though they may be 
pressed far more ably,^ oh the attention 
of the great and the gay, — on the con- 
sciences of the busy and the opulent* . 



The awful and unparalleled public 
events which have occurred since these 
^' Thoughts on the Man ners of th e Great, •* 
^^ and this Estimate of the Religion of 
the Fashionable,'* were first addressed to 
them, seem to furnish no new reason 
why the standard. of Religion which 
these Tracts presumed to hold up should 
belowered,w^hileth€&trictnessof practice 
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which they ventured to suggest, should 
be ' relaxed. Have we beheld any 
such additional instances of the sta- 
bility of greatness, as teach us that 
it is become more safe than for- 
merly to build on the certainty of 
earthly prosperity? Have we seen any 
such- new evidences of the permanency 
of human grandeur, as to induce us, by 
any fresh conviction of its security, to 
an increased neglect of the things 
which are eternal ? 



So far from it, will even the most 
careless observer refuse to acknowledge, 
that if ever there was a period in which 
the demand for elevating the tone of 
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ChriBtianity, principle, and corise^t 
conduct was mo/e imperious, thap 
another, that period is tbi? present ? 



If this country J, ^ which Gtod hfs 
signally distinguished, by preservijr^g it 
from the almost uniyersal wreck of 
Empire — ^which God has sig^w^ly 
honoured by rendering it the exclusive 
Asylum for the persecut^d^ the plun* 
deredy and the destitute of alj Europe, 
the sole refuge of a distracted world ;r— 
if this country has been singled out 
from among the nations of the earth, 
by such pre-eminent favour, should not 
such a country be anxiously desirous 
to render itself more worthy of its hi^ 
destination, in haying been preserved 
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il9elf, ^d appointed the preserver of 
pthers ? As it would oa the one h^pd 
l^e unreasonable to pl^ad our trials and 
difficulties as apology for relaxing our 
^Qr^ discipline, it- would be unfair in 
tfee other, to produce it as a motive 
for diminishing pur gratitudi^. ^re 
we not then loudly called upon to ac- 
^;powledge the mercy of these provi- 
4eptial distinctionsp by exhibiting in 
Qur improved practice that consistency 
which is the life and spirit, as well as 
thp criterion of real goodnes?. 



While England is establishing a 
splendid reputation abroad, by every 
act of wise and vigorous resistance to 
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the oppressor of mankind^ and by every 
instance of disinterested liberality to the 
oppressed, should she not be equally 
anxious to eistablish a solid glory at 
home, by sedulously labouring to raise 
the depressed tone of virtuous practice ? 
Should she not be jealous to evinc^^ 
that her unexampled generosity to 
strangers is stimulated by the only pure 

• • • 

and noble principle of action ? And 
will not this be most unequivocally 
demonstrated by the only infallible test, 
a: proportionable attention to domestic 
religion ? 



While Great Britain is exhibiting a 
gloiluus energy in the cause of a nation ji 
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brave and generous like herself, yet 
professing an erroneous worship, let 
her convince that nation that she is 
actuated in assisting her, by the spirit 
of a religion that is indeed reformed ; 
a religion which having the love of 
God for its motive, has consequently 
for its end, charity to mankind without 
distinction of country of of religion. 



We are become conspicuous like a 
city set on a hill. We are ^^ thei obser* 
ved of all observers.'* While the eyes of 
the whole world are fixed upon us, let 
the whole world perceive that our active 

/ • 

services, our warm benevolence to our 
gufFering fellow-creatures, flow from the 



1 
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crnjy prLpdple which can s$iwtify riglj^ 
conduct, from thie oply source which c^i> 
recQjBmend it to the fayour of Gpd; 
Let u$ prove to them lliiat the religion 
of the reformaitioij is not a mere term^ ^ 
nomigal distinction, hat an ipiprpved 
practical principle, dispoyering its supe* 
jiarity hy its eCects. Let us Bot let slip 
the present svbUiQj^ Qcoasion of illusr 
trating the faith which we profess, by a 
coodifct not derogatory to t^at higU pro- 
fession. 



Whale we c^nnqt tpp highly yalqe 
oursejves, on being Britonijs^ let U5 mv^ 
fprget that wc n)»j?t not re§t in it as a 
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mere local distinction.r^While 'We 
j«is^7 triumph in our unparalleled 
constitution, let us remember that it is 
liot a mere political distindtioii, glorious 
as that is, which nnist finally save tis* 
Let us be persuaded that the paratii^smt 
sttpe¥iOtity of our happy countty tviil 
consist in acting up to the spirit of that 
religion which it professes. — ^That it is 
not enough that' its spirit is trauisfuscd 
into our laws — it is not enough even 
that it is taiighrih its public worship, 
and secured in its invaluable establish- 
ment, but that, if it would operate efiec- 
tlially, it mutt operate individually ; if 
it would operate on the people, it must 
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operate on their superiors, it toust be 
received into the heart, and exhibited 
in the life of the rieh and the greats. 
By adopting this nieasure, and only by 
adopting it, can Christianity be rescued 
from the anomaly with which its ene- 
mies have stigmatized it, that the prac- 
tice of Christians does not more imi- 

lii 

formly exemplify the doctrines of it^ 

V 

Author. 



Thanks to the English spirit, we want 
at this moment of peril, no Tyrtoeus to 
awake our valour, for it never slumbers. 
But we want ^' the warning voicje fef 
him who saw the Apocalypse'* to rouse 
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US from our moral slumber. We want 
not to be stimulated to public spirit, but 
to individual virtue : not to exertion for 
others, but to vigilance over ourselves ; 
— ^not to generosity, but to self-denial, 
not to patriotism,' but to piety. 
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To a large and honourable class of the 
community, to persons considerable in re- 
putation, important by their condition in 
life, and commendable for the decency of 
their general conduct, these slight hints 
are respectfully addressed. They are not 
intended as a satire upon vice, or a ridicule 
upon folly, being written neither for the 
foolish nor the vicious. The subject is too 
serious for ridicule: and those to whom it 
is addressed are too respectable for satire. 
It is recommended to the Consideration of 
those who, filling the higher ranks in life^^ 

B 
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are naturally regarded as patterns, by^vbich 
the manners of the rest of the world are 
to be fashioned. 

The mass of mankind, in most places^ 
and especially in those ^conditions of life 
which exempt them from the temptation 
to shameful vices, is, perhaps, chiefly com- 
posed of what is commonly termed, by 
the courtesy of the world, good kind of 
people; for persons of very flagitious wicked- 
ness are almost as rare as those of very 
eminent piety. To the latter of these, ad* 
monition were impertinent;^ to the former 
it were superfluous. These remarks^ there- 
fore, are principally written with a view ta 
those persons of rank and fortune who live 
within the restraints of moral obligation, 
and acknowledge the truth of the Christian 
religion; and who, if in ^rtain instances- 
they allow, i^emselves in practices not com^^ 
patible with a strict profession of Chris^ 
tianity, seem to dQ it rather from habit and 
want of reflection, than either from dis-* 
belief of Its doctrines, or contempt of its 
precepts. 

• \ 



Inconsideration^ Fashion^ and the World, 
ate three confederates against Virtue^ with 
whom even good kind of people often coh<^ 
trive to live on excellent terms : and the 
fair reputation which may be obtained by 
a complaisant conformity to the prevailing 
practice, and by mere decorum of man- 
nersy without a strict attention to religious' 
principle, is a constant ^source of « danger to 
the rich a»d >great;^ Thete is something 
almost irresistibly seducing^ in the contagioi^ 
of general example:, hence die ncpessity of 
that vigilancey wl»ch:itis the^ business of 
Christianity tp quicken by incessant admo« 
nition^ and which it is the business of the 
world to lay asleep by the perpetual opiates 
of ease and pleasura ^ :. > (. ^ ^ i 
. A. fair reputation dsc among, th&ilauddble 
objects of httflian ambition ; ^ y^^cven 1^8 
really valuable blessingi is sometiines ^coa^ 
verted into< a snare^ by inditoiiig a treaoheiv 
ous security as soon as it is obtained ^ and 
by leadn^ him who is tod aicixious about 
obtaining it^ ^to stop -short without ^miog 
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a$^ higher motive of action. A fsttal in* 
dolisBce is apt to creep in upon the soul 
when it has once acquired the good opinion 
of Inankind, if the acquisition of that good 
opinion was the ultimate end of its endea- 
vours. Pursuit is at an end when the ob- 
ject is in possession; for he is not likely to 
^V press forward" who thinks he has already/ 
"attained.*' The love of worldly repu- 
tation^, ^nd. the desire of God's favour, 
have this specific diffei^nce, that in the lat-; 
ter, the posseisEsion always augments the^ 
desire; and the spiritual mind accounts* 
nothing done while any thing remains un-' 
done* ' I 

But. after all, a fair fame, the support 
of numbers, and the flattering concurrence^ 
of ^human opinion^ is obviously a deceitful 
depeudance; for, as every individual must 
die for himself, and answer for himself,> 
both these, imaginary resources will faily 
just at the moment when they could have » 
l^en of any use. A good reputation^ 
even without intemal piety, would hc; 



I 
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worth obtaining, if the tribunal of heaven 
were fashioned after the manner of human 
courts of judicature. If, at the general judg- 
ment, we were to be tried by a jury of our 
fellow mortals, it would be but common 
prudence to secure their favour at any price. 
But it can stand us in little stead in the 
great day of decision; it being the consum- 
inatidn of infinite goodness not to abandon 
us to the mercy of each other's sentence ; 
but to reserve us for his final judgment, 
who knows every motive of every action ; 
who will make strict inquisition into single- 
ness of heart, and uprightness of intention; 
in whose eyes the sincere prayer of power- 
less benevolence will outweigh the most 
splendid profession, or the moat dazzling 
action. 

We cannot but rejoice in every degree 
of human virtue which operates favourably 
on society, whatever be the motive, or 
whoever be the actor ; and we should gladly 
commend every degree of goodness, though 
it be not exactly squared by our own rules 



and notions. Even ; the good actioins of 
9uch persons as are too ^luch act;^uated by a 
regard to appearances^ are not wjthout theic 
beneficial effects. The rightepusness of 
those who occupy this middle region of 
morality among us, certainly exceeds the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
for they are not only exact in Qpreniohials^ 
but^ in many respects, fvdfil the weightier 
matters of law and conscience^. Like Herod, 
they often *^ hear gladly," and " do many 
'^ things," Yet J am afraid I shall be thought 
severe in remarking, that, in general, those 
characters in the Niew Testament^ of whose 
future condition no very comfortable hope 
is given^ seem, to have been taken, not 
from the profligate, the abandoned, and 
the dishonourable; but from that decent 
class, commonly described by the term of 
good sort of people; that mixed kind of 
character in which virtue appears, if it do 
not predominate, The young Ruler was 
certainly one of the first of this order; and 
yet we are left in dark uncertainty as to his 
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final allotment The rich mieui who built 
him bams and storehouses, and only pro- 
posed to himself the full enjoyment of that 
fortune, which we do not hear was unfair* 
ly acquired, might have been, for all that 
appears to the contrary, a very goad sort of 
man; at least, if we may judge of him by 
multitudes who live precisely for the same 
purposes, and yet enjoy a good degree of 
credit, and who are rather considered as 

r 

objects of respect, than of censure. His 
plan, like theirs, was " to take his ease, to 
** eat, drink, and be merry/ 

But the most alarming instance is that of 
the splendid epicure, who was cloathed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day. He committed no enormities 
that have been transmitted to us ; for that 
he dined well and dressed well, could hardly 
incur the bitter penalty of eternal misery. 
That his expences were suitable to his 
station, atid his splendour proportioned to 
his opulence, does not exhibit any ob* 
jection to his character. Nor are we told 
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that he refused the crumbs which Lazarus 
solicited* And yet this man, on an au- 
thority which we are not permitted to 
question, is represented, in a future state, 
as lifting up his eyes being in torments. His 
punishment seems to have been the conse- 
quence of an irreligious, a worldly, spirit ; a 
heart corrupted by the softnesses and de* 
lights of life. It was not because he was 
rich, but because he trusted in riches ; or, 
if even he was charitable, his charity waited 
that principle which alone could sanctify it. 
His views terminated here; this world's 
good, and this world's applause, were the 
iTiotives and the end of his actions. He 
forgot God; he was destitute of piety; 
and the absence of this great and first prin-^ 
ciple of human actions rendered his shin-^ 
ing deeds, however they might be admired 
among meui pf no value in the sight of 
God, 

There is no error more common, or 
more' dangerous, than the notion that 
an unrestrained indulgence of pleasure 
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and an unbounded gratification of the 
appetites are generally attended with a 
liberal, humane, and merciful temper. — 
Nor is there any opinion more false and 
more fatal, or which demands to be more 
steadily controverted, than, that libertinism 
and goodruature are natural and necessary 
associates. For, after all that cprmpt 
poets, and more corrupt philosophers, have 
told us of the blandishments of pleasure, 
and of its tendency to soften the temper, 
and humsini^e the affections, it is certain, 
that nothing hardens the heart like exces* 
sive and ulibounded luxury ; and he who 
refuses the fewest gratifications to his own 
voluptuousness, will generally be found 
the least susceptible of tenderness for the 
wants of others. In one reign, tlie cru- 
elties at Rome bore an exact proportion 
to the dissoluteness at Capreas. And, 
m another, it is not less notorious, that 
the imperial fiddler became more bar- 
barous, as be grew more profligate, Pro- 
sperity, says the Arabian proverb, fills the 
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heart till it makes it hard ; and the most 
dangerous pits and snares for hdnan virtue, 
arc those which are so covered over with 
the flowers of prosperous fortune, that it 
requires a cautious foot, and a vigilant eye, 
to escape them. 

Ananias and Sapphira were, perhaps, well 
esteemed in society ; for it was enough to 
establish a very considerable reputation to 
sell even part of their possessions for reli- 
gious purposes : but what an alarm does 
it sound to hypocrisy, that, instead of 
being rewarded for what they brought, 
they were punished for what they kept 
back! And it is to be feared, that this 
deceitful pair are not the only one, upon 
whom a good action, without a pure in* 
tention, has drawn down a righteous retri* 
bution. 

Outward actions are the surest, and, 
indeed, to human eyes, the only evidences 
of sincerity; but Christianity is a religion 
of motives and prindpies. The Gospel is 
continually referring to the hearty as the 
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fource of good; it is jto the poor in i^rit^ 
to the pure in heart f^ that the divine bles* 
siDg is annexed, 

A inan niay qorrect many improper 
practicest and refrain, from ipany immoral 
actjoni;, from merely human motives ; but^ 
though this partial amendment is not 
without its uses, yet this 19 only attack- 
ingsymptoms, and neglecting the mortal 
disease. But, to subdue a 3vorldly temper^ 
to control irregular desires, and to hkve 
y a clean heart," is tp attack sin in its 
strong holds. Totally to aqcompUsh this, 
i% perhaps, beyond th^ narrow limits of 
human perfection, the best men being ochip 
fitantly humbled to find, that when they 
** would do good evil is present with them ;*' 
but to attempt it, with an humble reliance 
on superior aid, is so far from being an 
extravagant or romantic flight of virtue, 
that it is but the common duty of every ^ t 
ordinary Christian. And this perfection /* 
is not the less real, because it is a point 
which seems constantly to recede from pur 
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approaches, just as the sensible horizon 
recedes from our natural eye. Our high- 
est attainments, instead of bringing us>' 
" to the mark,** only teach us that the 
mark is at a greater distance, by giving 
ur more humbling views of ourselves, and 
more exalted conceptions of the state, 
after which we are labouring. Though 
the progress towards perfection may be 
perpetual in this world, the actual attain-* 
ment is reserved for a better. And this 
restless desire of a happiness which we 
cannot reach, and this lively idea of a 
perfection which we cannot attain, are 
among the many arguments for a future 
state, which seem to come little short of 
demonstration. The humble Christian 
takes refuge under the deep sense of his 
disappointments and defects, in this con* 
soling hope, " When I awake up after thy 
^^ likeness I shall be satisfied." 

Let me not here be misunderstood as 
undervaluing the virtues which even 
worl<!ly men may possess. Who is not 
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channisd with humanity, generosity, and 
integrity, in whomsoever they may be 
found? But one virtue must not intrench 
upon another. Charity must not supplant 
f£dth. If a man be generous, good-natured, 
and humane,' it is impossible not to feel 
fefhim the tenderness of a brother; but 
if, at. the same time, he be irreUgious, in- 
tempeiate, or profane, who shall dare to 
say he is in a safe state? Good humour,' 
amd generous sentiments, will always make 
a man a pleasant acquaintance; but who 
shall lower the doctrines of the Gospel, 
to accommodate them to the conduct of 
men?' Who shall bend a strait rule, to 
favour a crooked practice? Who shall 
controvert that authority which has said, 
that wiihmU holiness no man shall see the 
Lord? 

. May I venture to be a little paradoxical ; 
and while so many grave persons are 
descanting on the mischiefs of vice, may 
I be permitted to say a word on the mis- 
cluefs of virtue, or, rather, of that shin- 
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ing counterfeit, which, while it wautst the 
specific gravity, has much of the bright^ 
ness of sterling trcwrth? Never, perhaps^ 
did any age produce more beautiful deala^ 
mations in praise of virtue than .the. pre« 
sent ; never were more polished periods. 
rOonded in ^ honour o£ humanity^/ •. An 
aniient Pagan would imagine that Astrea 
had returned to take up ' her abode in our 
metropolis; a primitive ChristiaB' would 
conchide, that '^ righteousness and peltce 
*' had there met together/' But how 
Would they be surprised to find that' the 
obligation to these duties was not alwayn 
thought binding, not only on the reader 
but on the eloquent encomiasts them^ 
selves ! How would they be siyprised to 
find that universal benevolence may sub-* 
sist with partial injustice, and bou'ndlesa 
liberality ^ith sordid selfishness! that a 
man may seem eager inr redressing the 
injuries of half ther globe, without de^ 
scending to the petty detail of private 
virtues ; and bum with zeal for the good 
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of miUioiis He never saw, while he is 
fipreadiag vice and ruin through the little 
circle of his own personal influence ! ' 

When the general texture of an irre- 
gular life is spangled over with some con-» 
stitational pleasing qualities ; when gaietyi 
good humour^ and a thoughtless pro^ 
fUsion of expencCy throw a lustre round- 
the &ultiest characters^ it is no wonder 
that common observers are blinded into 
admiration; a profuse generosity dazzles 
them more than the fulfilment of all the 
duties of the decalogue. But though it 
may be a very good electioneering virtue, 
anfi may promote the interests of the 
candidate more than the whole catalogue 
of evangelical giraces; yet there are many 
qualities which may obtain popularity; 
mong men, W^^aitdo not tend to secure/ 
the favour of God. It is somewhat straiige 
that the extravagance of the great should 
be the criterion of their goodness with 
those very people who are themselves the 
victims to this, idol;, for the prodigal 
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pays no debts if he can help it. And it 
is a notorious instance of the danger of 
these popular virtues, and of the false 
judgments of men, that, in one of the 
wittiest and most popular comedies* 
which this country has ever produced, 
those very passages which exalt liberality^ 
and turn justice into ridicule, were nightly 
applauded with enthusiastic rapture by 
those deluded tradesmen, whom, perhaps, 
that very sentiment helped to keep out of 
their money. 

There is another sort of fashionable cha- 
racter, whose false brightness is still more 
pernicious, by casting a splendour over the 
most destructive vices. Corrupt manners, 
ruinous extravagance, and the mpst fatil 
passion for play, are sometimes gilded 
over with many engaging acts of charity, 
and a general attention and respect to the 
ceremonials of Religion. But this is d«* 
grading the venerable image and supers 

* The School for Scandal. 
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scription of Christianity, by stamping 
them on a baser metal than they were 
ever intended to impress. The young 
and gay shelter themselves under such 
examples, and scruple the less to adopt the 
bad parts of such mixed characters, when 
they see that a loose and negligent, not to 
say immoral conduct, is so compatible with 
a religious profession. 

But I digress from my intention ; for it 
is not the purpose of this address to take 
notice of any actions which the common 
consent of mankind has determined to be 
wrong : but of such chiefly as are practised 
by -the sober, the decent, and the regular; 
and to drop a few hints on such less obvious 
offences as are, in general. 

Safe from the bar, the pulpit, and the throne. 

Nor will the bounds which I have prescribe 
ed myself allow of my wandering into a 
wide and general field of observation. 

The idea of the present slight perfor- 
mance was suggested by reading the Kinj^ 
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late excellent proclamation . against iitetir 
gion and immorality.* Under the shelt^ 
of so high a sanction, it may not be unsea? 
sonahle to press oii the hearts of the bet^iejT 
disposed, such observances a$. seem to be 
generally overlooked, and to remark such 
offences as commoi^ly elude censure^ibecauM 
they are not commonly thought cenS[Uia^e. 
It is obvious to all pious persons, th^t 
that branch of the divine law, against which 
the better kind of people trespass with the 
least scruple, is the fourtjh command^^ntin 
Many who would shudder at the. violQ4:ioii 
of the other nine, seem . without ceremony 
to expunge this from the divine code ; . hut 
by what authority they do this, has i^ever: 
been explained. The Christian legislator, 
does not seem to have abridged the com- 
mandments; and there is no subsequent 

** This Tract was written soon afler tbei^institutioa 
of the society for enforcing the King^ proclamation 
against vice and irreligion. 
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authority so much as pretended to by Pro-- 
testants.- 

It is not here intended to tafce* notice of 
such flagrant offences as lie open to the 
tJOgnizance of higher tribunals ; or to pol- 
lute this paper with descanting on the 
liolders of card assemblies on Sundays ; the 
frequenters of taverns and gaming houses ; 
the printers of Sunday newspapers ; the 
proprietors of Sunday stage coaches ;* and 
others who openly insult the laws of the 
lands ; laws which will always beheld sacred 
by good subjects, even were - not the law of 
God antecedent to them. 

Many of the onder whom I here address 
are persons of the tenderest humanity, and 
not only wish well to the interest of virtue, 
but are favourably disposed to advance the 
cause of religion ; nay, would be extremely 

* It is with deep conceni that the Author is driven to 

r 

remark the monstrous increase of these two evils since 
this Tract was published. The Sunday Newspapers have 
multiplied nearly in the proportion of one to tw^nty^ and 
the stage coach drivers have iost all distinction of the day, 

eg 
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startled at not being thought sincerely re- 
ligious ; yet from inconsideration, want of 
time, want of self-examination, want of 
a just sense of the high requirements of the 
Divine law, want of suspecting the deceit* 
fulness of the human heart, sometimes al* 
low themselves in inattentions and negli- 
gences which materially affect their own. 
safety, and the comfort of others. 

While an aniniated spirit of charity se^mii 
to be kindled among us ^ ..while there is a 
general disposition to instruct the ignorant,, 
and to reform the vicious ; we cannot help 
regretting that these amiable exertiona 
should be counteracted, in some degree^ by 
practices of a directly opposite tendency ;. 
trifling in their appearance, but serious in 
■ their I effects. 

There are still among us petty domestic 
evils, which seem too inconsiderable to 
claim redress. There is an aggrieved body 
of men in our veiy capital, whose spiritual 
hardships seem scarcely to have been takes. 
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inlo consideration, — I mean the Haib 
Dressers, on whom 

The Sunday shines, no day of rest to them. 

I 

Is there not a peculiar degree of unkind* 
ness in exfercising such cruelty on the souls 
of men, whose whole lives are employed in 
embellishing our persons ? And is it quite 
conceivable how a lady's conscience is able 
to make such nice distinctions, that she 
would be shocked at the idea of sending 
for her mantua-maker* or milliner, her car- 
penter or mason, on a Sunday, while she 
maCkes no scruple risgularly tbo employ a 
hair dresser ? 

Is it not almost ridiculous to observe the 
zeal we have for doing good at a distance, 
while wc neglect the little, obvious, every- 
day, domestic duties, which should seem to 
solicit our immediate attention ? But an ac- 
tion ever so right and praise-worthy which 

* It 18 feared that since these pages were written tha 
temple of sending for either is much diminishing. 
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is only to be periodically performed, at dis- 
tant intervals, is less burthensome to cor* 
rupt nature, than an undeviating attention 
to such small, constant, right habits as are 
hostile* to our natural indolence, and would 
be perpetually vexing and disturbing our 
self-love. The weak heart indulges its 
infirmity, by allowing itself intermediate 
omissions, and habitual neglects of duty ; 
reposing itself for safety, on regular but re- 
mote returns of stated performances, , It is 
less troubled to subscribe to the propagatioi\ 
of the Gospel in foreign parts, than to have 
daily prayers , in our own families ; and I 
am persuaded that there are multitudes of. 
well-meaning people who would gladly 
contribute to a mission of Christianity to 
Japan or Otaheite, to whom it never oc- 
curred that the hair-dresser, whom they are 
every Sunday detaining from church, has st, 
soul to be saved ; j:hat the law of the land 
co-operates with the law of God, to forbid 
their employing him ; and that they have 
no right, either legal or moral, to this por-^ 
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tion of his time. The poor man himself, 
perhaps, dares not remonstrate, for fear he 
should be deprived of his employment 4br 
the rest of the week. If there were no 
other objection to a pleasurable Sunday 
among the great and afBuent, methinks * 
this single one might operate : would not a 
devout heart be unwilling to rob a fellow- 
creature of his time for devotion, or a 
humane ' one of his hour of rest ? " Love 
" worketh no ill to his neighbour, therefore 
" love is the fulfilling of the Law.'* 

It is strange that there should be so little 
consiistency in human conduct, that the 
same persons should gladly contribute to 
spread the life of Christianity in another 
hemisphere ; while, by their example, they 
actually obstruct the progress of it at home. 
But it is, 1 doubt not, much oftner owing 
to the imperceptible influence of custom 
and habit, than to a decided ill attention. 
Besides, it may be in morals as it is in 
optics, the eye and the object may come 
too close to each other, to answer the tnd 
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of vision. There are certain faults which 
press too near our self-love to be even per* 
ceptible to us. 

The petty mischief of what is called card 
money ^i^ so assimilated to our habits, and 
interwoven with our family arrangements, 
that even many of the prudent and the vir- 
tuous no longer consider it as a worm 
which is feeding on the vitals of domestic 
virtue. How mauy poor youths, after 
having been trained in a wholesome dread 
of idleness and gaming, when they are sent, 
abroad into the world, are astonished to find 
that part of the wages of the servant is to be 
paid by his furnishing the implements of 
divei'sion for the guests of the master. Thus 
good servants are a commodity which has 
long been diminishing by an elaborate 
system. The more sober the family, the 
fewer attractions it must necessarily have; 
for these servants will naturally quit a place, 
however excellent, where there is no play, 
for one where th^re is some ; and a family 
where there is but little, for one where there 
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18 much. Thus if the advantage of the 
dependant is to increase in a direct ratio to 
the dissipation of his employer, what en- 
couragement is left for valuable servants, 
or what prospect remains of securing valu- 
able servants for sober-minded families? 

It will be said, that so small an evil is 
scarcely worth insisting on. But a small 
iault, which is become a part of a system, 
in time establishes an error into a principle. 
And that remonstrance which should induce 
people to abolish one wrong habit, or pluck 
out one rooted error, however trifling, 
would be of more real use than the most 
eloquent declamation against vice in general* 
To take out only one thorn from a suffering 
patient^ is more beneficial to him than the 
most elaborate disquisition on the pain he 
is suffering from the thorns which remain. 

It should be held as an eternal truth, 
that what is morally wrong can never be 
politically right. It would be arguing great 
ignomnce of human nature, and exacting a 
very rig(»rous degree of virtue from a per- 
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son of vulgar sentiments to expect that he 
should wish well to the interests of sobriety, 
or heartily desire the decrease of dissipation^ 
while the growth of it is made so profitable 
to himself. It is requiring too much to 
make the temptation so forcible where the 
power of resistance is so weak. To hold 
out to a poor fellow the strong seduction of 
interest, and yet to expect he will retain 
the same inflexible principle, is to expect, 
from an illiterate servant, an elevation of 
virtue, which has not always been found 
^ even in statesmen and ministers. 

It is not here intended to enter into any 
animadversion on the subject of play itself. 
Buf may we not ask, without offence, if it 
• be perfectly right to introduce any money 
arising from, or connected with it, into a 
part of regular family economy? Is it 
not giving an air of system to diversion, 
which does not seem entirely of a piece 
with the other orderly practices of many 
discreet families, where this odd traffic is 
tarried on? Would not our ancestors^ 
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who seem to have understood oeconomy, 
and magnificence too, at least as well as 
their descendants, have been scandalized 
had it been proposed to them to incorporate 
play so intimately with the texture of their 
domestic arrangements, as that it should 
make part of their plan ? And would they 
have thought it a very dignified practice 
not to have paid tliemselves for the amuse- 
ments of their own houses; but to have in- 
vited their friends to an entertainment of 
which the guests were to defray part of 
the expence ? 

Let me suppose a case : what appearance 
would it have, if every gentleman who has 
partaken of the social entertainment of a 
friend's table, were, after dinner, ex- 
pected, by the butler, to leave a piece of 
.money under his plate to pay for his wine ? 
Do not common sense, hospitality, friend- 
ship, and liberal feelings, revolt at the bare 
suggestion of such a project ? Yet there is, 
in effeqt, as little hospitality, as little friend- 
ship, and as Uttle liberality, in being obliged 
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to pay for the cards as for the wine; both 
equally making a part of the entertain- 
ment. 

It is hardly too ludicrous to add^ thait, 
seeing how this point has been carried in fa- 
vour of the groom of the chambers, (and it 
descends down to the lowest footman) we 
need not despair of seeing the butler insist 
on being allowed to furnish the wine, for 
which he shall compel the guests to pay, 
>irith the same high interest with which 
they now pay for the cards. It will seem odd 
at first, but afterwards we shall think no 
more about it, to see him, during dinner, 
noting down those who drink the more 
costly wines, that they may be taxed double. 
And it will sound whimsical atjirsty to hear 
the butler give his master notice, that he 
must quit his place, because the company 
have drank little wine. This only sounds ridi- 
culous, while the leaving a place through 
deficiency of card money sounds reason- 
able, because we are accustomed to the 
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one, and the other is not yet become 
fitshionable. 

The extinction of this favorite perqui- 
site would at first be considered as a violent 
innovation. All reformations seem foN 
midable before they are attempted. The 
custom of vaiky " which gave corruption 
" broader wings to fly,*' was supposed to be 
invincible. Yet how soon did a general 
concurrence exterminate it! Had anyone 
foretold, twenty years ago, that in a very 
short space near half a million of pilfering, 
swearing, sabbath-breaking children, should 
be rescued from the streets, and brought into 
habits of sobriety and virtue, should we 
not have laughed to scorn the spiritual Her- 
cules, who would have undertaken that 
the cleansing stream of religious instruction 
should thus be poured through the Augean 
stable of ignorance and vice, and in some 
measure wash away its grossest impurities ? 

The servant would prob^Iy complain of 
the annihilation of this gainful custom: 
but the master would find his account in 
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indemnifying the loss; for he in his turn 
would be released from the prepostjerous 
Gontributibn to the wages of other men's 
servants. If in a family of overgrown dis- 
sipation the slaved additioh should not be 
found equivalent to the relinquished per- 
quisite, the servant must heroically submit 
to the disadvantageous commutations fer 
the public good. - And after all it would 
be no very serious grievance if his reduced- 
. income should not then exceed that of the 
Chaplain. It will still at least exceed that 
of many a deserving gentleman, bred to 
liberal learning, whose feelings that learning ' 
has refined to a painful acuteness, and who 
is withering away in hopeless penury with 
a large family, on a Curacy, but little sur- 
•^ passing the wages of a livery servant. 

The same principle in human nature by 
which the nabob, the contractor, and 
others, by a sudden influx of unaccustomed 
wealth, become voluptuous, extravagant, 
find insolent, seldom fails to produce the 
same effect on persons in these humblei: 
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stations, when raised from inferior places 
^to the sudden afO^iience of these gainful 
ones. Increased profligacy on .a sudden 
swell of fortune is commonly followed by 
desperate methods to improve the circum*. 
staupes when impaired by the improvidence, 
atjtending unacpMstomed prosperity. . 

There is another domestic practice which 
it is almost idle to mention, because it is so^ 
difficult to redress, since^ such is the present 
state of society that even the conscientioi^ 
think themselves obliged to concur in it 
That ingenuity which could devise some 
effectual substitute for the daily and hourly 
lie of Not at hmne, .would deserve well of 
society. Why will not some of those il- 
lustrious ladies who lead in the fashionable 
world invent some phrase which shall 
equally rescue from destruction the time of 
the master and the veracity of the servant? 
Some new and appropriate expression, the 
not adopting which should be branded with 
the stigma of vulgarity, might accomplish 
that which the charge of its being^^immoraL 
has failed to accomplish. 
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The expediency of the denial itself, no 
one will dispute, who has a just idea of the 
value of time. Some scrupulous persons so 
very much dispute the lawfulness of making 
their servants' tongue the medium of any 
kind of falsehood, as to make it a point of 
conscience rather to lay themselves open to 
the irruption of every idle invader, who 
sallies out on morning visits bent on the 
destruction of business and the annihilation 
of study. People of very strict integrity 
lament that this practice induces a general 
spirit of lying, mixes itself with the habit^ 
and by a quality, the reverse of an alterative^ 
gradually undermines the moral consti- 
tution. — Others on the contrary assert, that 
this is one of those lies of convention, no, 
more intended to deceive, than the dear sir 
at the beginning, or your humble servant at 
the close of a letter to a person who is not 
dear to you, and to whom you owe no sub- 
jection. There is, however, this very ma- 
terial difference, that if the first be a false- 
hood, you do not convey it by proxy : You 
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use it y.oyiTself, .and you use it to one wlio 
sets no njore .value on your words than you 
intended jlje should ; ajid who shews ypu he 
dQe;;^ npt, by using the same stat;ed phrase ia 
retjirn, in addre^si;^^ ypvi, for ^hpip he c^rejaj 
asjlil^. Here the ^qrds piasp fqr.no njojie 
than they ^i:e wotth. 

The ill .effq9tis .pf t|)e c^atoin yre jai;e 
tmeutiug m^y jje traced in ,fljai:l^ii^ the 
gijadual ^nitiat^opof .^n unprac);i§,ed cpuntry 
sK^^t. Afld who Jia? ^Qt /elt for liis yir- 
tn^us di^tf^^y when he h^s h^en ordered ta 
c»U bftcjc^^oiefayoiif^d y^^^ 
W j«^W9t.awfrywifh tij^e^i^ 
lady was not at home? Wbph^&^pt ^en 

hi^ysPF?^*?^ i^jligW^WP ?t being obliged 
tx>becop)e hiflAselfftbe4^^ec|:Qr pf .thatfabe^ 
h5)pd of which ^ h^ heen before the 
iQ^tdiin^nt? J^ut a ;li(t^e pr^(;t^ce and a 
ftpietitk)p of i;eprppf for.^yen, ji^riug to look 

■ 

honest, $pop cifpes thjs f^lt, c^pecially^^s^he 
iisupe tp fee cpfl(^s>e^def^, j^jprppprtipp to 
the inx?r<;9^d flrp^i^ss of his wii?^ an^ the 
jitQ^iAqas pf his cpnoteix^nae* 
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If this evil, petty as it may seem to be^ 
be really without a remedy ; if the state of 
society be such that it cannot be redressed, 
let us not be so unreasonable as to expect 
that a servant trill equivocate in small in^ 
stances and not in great ones. To hope 
that he will always lie for your convenience, 
and never for his own, is perhaps expecting 
more from human nature, in a low and un* 
cultivated state, than we have any right to 
expect. Nor should the master look for 
undeviating and perfect rectitude from his 
servant, in whom the principle of veracity is 
daily and hourly weakened in ccmformity 
to his own command. • 

Let us bring home the case to ourselves, 
the only fair way of determining in all cases 
of conscience. Suppose that we had estab* 
lished it into a system to allaw ourselves 
regularly to lie on one certain, given subject, 
every day, and every hour in the day; 
white we continued to value ourselves on 
the most undeviating adherdnce to truth on 
every other point. Who shal| say, th^t at 
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the end of one year's tolerated and systc 
ttiatic lying, on this individual subject, we 
should continue to look upon falsehood in 
general with the same abhorrence we did 
when we first entered upon this partial ex- 
ercise of it. 

There is an evil newly crept into polished 
society, and it comes under a mask so spe- 
cious, that they who are allured by it, 
come not seldom under the description of 
Good sort of people. 1 allude to Sunday 
Concerts. Many who woiild be startled 
at a profane, or even a light amusemeni^ 
allow themselves to fancy that the name of 
sacred music sanctifies the diversion. But 
if those more favoured beings, whom Pro* 
vidence enables to live in ease and affluence^ 
do not make these petty renunciations of 
their own ways, and their own pleasure, 
what criterion have we by which to judge 
of their sincerity? For as the goodness of 
Providence has exempted them frqm pain* 
fill occupatipns,. they have neither labour 
from which to res.t, nor business from which 

D S 
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to fefraia. A little abstintnce from plea- 
sure is the only valid evidence they have 
to give of their obedience to the divine 
precept. 

I know with what indignant scorn thi^ 
remark will, by many, be received : I 
know thaft vuicfa will be advanced in favour 
of the sMictity of this amusement* I shall 
be told that the words are, marry o£ them, 
Extracted from the Bibk, and that the com- 
position 19 tbe divine HaniteFs. But were ^ 
the angel Grabvieltbe poet, thearchangd 
Michael tiie composer, »aiid the song of the 
'Lamb the subject, it would not abrogate 
that statpute of the Most High, wbich has 
said, ^ Thou dfKdt keep hqly the Sabbath 
iday,miid thy SxrvanIf, andthyCATTii*£, 
i^all do no manner of wiork/'— ^I am per- 
vaded that the hallelujahs of heaven would 
make no moral music to the ear of a con- 
scientious person, while he reflected that 
multitudes of s&rvants are through this 
means waiting in the stmet, exposed to every 
temptation ^^nigaged, perhaps, in pro&ire 
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svtrearing, and idle, if not dissoliite convcc- 
sation : and the very cattle are deprived of 
thp.t rest which the tender mercy of God 
was graciously pleased, i)y an astonishing 
condescension^ to include in the conuns^nd- 
menL 

But I will, Ibr the sskc of argument^ S9 
far concede as to allow of the innocence 
and even piety of Sunday concerts: I will 
suppose (what, however^ does not often 
happen) that no unhalk>)¥ed strains are 
ever introduced; I will admit that sop^e at^ 
tevid these concerts with a view to cultivate 
devout affections ; that they cherish the so- 
^ious impressions excited by the musics imd 
retire in such a frame of spirit as convinces 
them that the heart was touched while the 
ear was gratified: nay, I fst'ould grant, if 
mich a concession would be accepted, that 
the intervals were filled up with conversa- 
tion, *^ wheoeby one may edify another :"— 
yet all these good effects, allowing them 
really to have been produced, will not re- 
move tie invincible objection of an evil ick- 
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AMPiiE ; and what liberal spirit would re- 
fuse any reasonable sacrifice of its own plea- 
sure to so important a motive ? Your ser* 
vants have been accustomed to consider a 
concert as a secular diversion; if you, 
therefore, continue it on a Sunday, will 
not they also expect to be indulged on that 
day with their common amusements ? Saint 
Paul, who was a very liberal thinker, be- 
lieved it pnident to make frequent sacrifices 
of things indifferent in themselves. He 
was willing to deny himself a harmless and 
lawful gratification, even as long as the world 
stood, rather than shock the tender con- 
sciencies of men of less understanding. 
Where a practice is neither good nor evil in 
itself, it is both discreet and generous to 
avoid it, if it can be attended with any 
possible danger to minds, less enlightened, 
and to faith less confirmed. 

But religion apart, I have sometimes 
wondered that people do not yield to the 
temptation that is held out to them, of ab- 
staining from diversions one day in seven. 
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V^on motives of mere hutnaH policy, t as 
voluptuaries sometimes fart, to give a 
keener relish to the delights of the next 
repast : for pleasure, like an over-fed lamp, 
is extinguished by the excess of its own 
aliment : not to say that the instrument of 
our gratification is. often converted into our 
bane. Anacreon was choaked , by a grape ^ 
I stone. The lovers of pleasure arc . not 

always prudent, even upoii their own prin«r 
ciples ; for I am persuaded that this world 
' would afford much more real satisfaction 
than it does, if we did not press, and tor«- 
ttire, and strain it, in order to make it yield 

what it does not contain : Much good, a^d 
much pleasure, it does liberally be3tow ; 
but no labour, or art, can extract from it 
that elixir of peace, that divine essence of 
content, which it is not m its nature to pro- 
duce. There is good sense in searching into 

\ every blessing for its hidden properties; 

[ but it is folly to ransack and plunder it for 

such propjprties as the experience of all ages 
tell us are foreign to it We exhaust the 
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wortd of Its pleasures,' and £hen laiherit 
tnat it is einpty ; we wring thos6 pleasures 
to tHe Very dregs, and then complain £hat 
tlifey are vapid. \^e Erroneously seek iii 
the world for that peace which >^e are re- 
peatedly told is riot to be found in it. While 
we neglect to seek itin J?i7» who has ex- 
prfessly told iis that our happiness depends 
on Jus having: " overcome the world/* — 
^' Pekce I leave with you, riiy peace I give 
'* unto you ; hot as the world giveth give I 
'* unto you^ 

I shall, probably, be accused of a very 
narrow and fanatical spirit, in animadvert- 
ing ori 4 prictice so little suspected of hafni 
. as the frequenting of public walks' and 
gardens on a Sunday, atid, certainly 
there cannot be an amusement morfe entire- 
ly harmless in itself. But lri[iu6t appeal to • 
the honeiit testitnony of our own hearts, if 
the effect ht favourable to seriousness. Do 
we commonly retire from these places with 
the impression which were made on us at ' 
church in their full force? We entered 
these sprightly scenes, perhaps, with a strong 
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rfetndmhig tiftctilit of that deVout spirit 
^Wch the pubiia Wori^hip had infused inter 
thk mmd : bat have we tiot felt it grsdttally 
diiAlmi^fa ? Have not bnr powers of resis-* 
tdhteg^owh insetisibly weaker? HaiS hat thfr 
gaity of the scenes convertfed, as it WeW, 
at^gumebt into illusion? The doctrittes, 
Which in tht toofning apfi^ared the! sol]i6r 
^ifetitcs of reason, no\<r Seem iiftteatsonabljr 
fi^id ; andtruthsi which were then thought 
Jitfcf^ntrovertible, now appear indpertinerit. 
^0 diiswer objections is much easier than tb 
t^ithstatld allurements. The understanding 
ittay fcontrovert a startling propositioli with 
less difficulty than the sliding heart can re- 
kilst the ihfectioil of seducing gaity. To . 
^pp6s6 a cold and speculative faith to thft 
tochahtmientof ptesent pleasure, is to fight 
with inadequate weapons; it is resisting 
drttii with rules; it is combating a temp- 
tation with ail idea. Whereas, he who en- 
gages in the Christian watfare. Will find 
that his chifef strength consists in knowihg 
that he is very weakj his progress Will de- 
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pcnd on his conviction that he is eyeiy 
hour liable to go back ; his success, on the 
persuasion of his fallibility ; his safety, on 
the assurance that to retreat from danger is 
his highest glory, and to debline the combat 
his truest courage. 

Whatever indisposes the mind for the 
duty of any particular season, though it 
assume ever so innocent a form, cannot be 
perfectly right. If the heart be laid open 
to the incursion of vain imaginations, and 
worldly thoughts, it matters little by what 
gate the enemy entered. If the effect be 
injurious, the cause cannot be quite harm- 
less. It is the perfidious property of certain 
pleasures* that, though they seem not to 
have the smallest harm in themselves, they 
imperceptibly indispose the mind to every 
thing that is good. 

Many readers will be apt to produce 
against all this preciseness, that hackneyed 
remark which one is tired of hearing, that 
Sunday diversions are allowed publicly in 
many foreign countries, as well in those 



MAl^NEBS OF THE GRBAT. 43 

professing the reformed religion^ as popery. 
But tlie corruptions of one part of the Pro* 
testant world are no reasonable justification 
of tHe evil practices of another. Error and 
infirmity can never be proper objects of 
imitation. It is still a remnant of the old 
leaven ; and as to pleading the practice of 
Roman Catholic countries, one blushes (tso 
hear an enlightened Protestant justifying 
hin)self by examples drawn from that be- 
nighted religion, whose sanctions we should 
in any other instance be ashamed to pleadL 
Besides, though I am far from Vindicating 
the amusements permitted on Sundays in 
foreign countries, by allowing that establish- 
ed custom and long prescription have 
the privilege of conferring right; yet fo- 
reigners may, at least, plead the sanction of 
custom, and thiS^ connivance of the law: 
while in this country, the law of the land 
and established usage, concurring with still 
higher motives, give a sort of venerable 
saagtiDn to religious observances, the breach 
of which will be always more liable to mis- 
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constrnction than in countries wlier6 so 
many tnotives do not concur in its support. 
I do not as^rt that all those who neglect 
a strict observation of the Lord's day are 
remiss in the performance of all their other 
duties : thdagh the^ should bear in mind 
that the observance of their other duties it 
Bo atouienient for the neglect of this; I 
will however venture to afiirm, that all 
whdm I have remarked conscientiously to 
observe this day frcnn right motives^ have 
been uniformly attentive to their general 
conduct. It has been the opinion of many 
wise and good liien^* that Christianity will 

* The testimony oi one lawyer will> perhaps^ be 
tess suspected thati thai of many priests^ ''I have 
fever found/' says the great Lord Chief Joatioe Hale, 
by a strict and diligi&Bt observation, that a due d^ 
servance of the duty of Sunday has ever had joined 
to it a blessing upon the rest of my time ; and the 
^' week that has been so begun has been blessed and 
pfosperous to me : and, on the othier srde, when I 
have been negligent of the duties of th|s day, the 
" rest 6f the week "^bas been onsdccesi^l and unhappy 
" to my own secular employments. So that I could 
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stand, or fall, as this day it neglected, or 
observed. Sunday seems to be a kiud^.of 
Christian palladium ; and the city pf God 
will never be totally taken by the eoemy 
till the observance of that be quite loat 
Every sincere soldier of the great Captain 
of our Salvation must, therefore, e^rt 
him^lf in its defence, aa ever he wouldi 
preserve the divine Fort of ReveUticw 
against the confederated attackjs of tlie 
WOTld and the DeviK 

I shall proceed to enumerate a few of the 
many causes which, seem to impede wellrdis^ 
posed people in the progress of religion. 
None .perhaps contributes more to it tliaa. 
tihajt ' cold, prudential caution against the 
foUy of laifming ^t perfection^ so frequent in 
ib^ mouths of the wordly wise. " We 
" must take the world," say they, " as we 
^^ find it; reformation is not our business, 

^ eaBlly nudce an estimate df my successes the week 
^ fi:(Uowing> by the manner of my passing ^ this day. 

^' AKD I JDO NOT WRITE xklS LIGHTLY^ BUT BY 
^ M>KG AND SOUND BXFBBIBNCB." 

Srr Matthew Hale's Wbrkf. 
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" and we are commanded not to be righte- 
" Oils overmuch." A text by the way in- 
tirely misunderstood and perverted by peo- 
ple of thii^ sort. But these admonitions are 
contrary to every maxim in human aftairs. 
In arts and letters* the most consummate 
models are held out to imitation. We never 
hear any body cautioned against becoming 
too wise, too learned, gr too rich. Activity 
in business is accounted commendable : in 
friendship it is amiable ; in ambition it is 
laudable. The highest exertions of industry 
are commended ; the finest energies of ge- 
nius are admired. In all the perishing con* 
cems of earthly things, zeal i^ extolled as 
exhibiting marks of a sprightly tamper and 
a vigorous mind. Strange! that to be 
" fervent in spirit," should only be disho- 

* When Piiny the younger was accused of despising 
the degenerate eloquence of his own age^ and of tho^ 
vanity of aspiring at perfection in oratoryi and of en? 
deavouring to become the rival of Cicero; instead of 
denying, the charge^ he 'exclaimed with a noble spirit^ 
'' I think it the height of folly not always to propose 
'' to myself the most perfect object of imitaticou" 
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nourable in that single instance which 
should seem to demand unremitting dili-* 
gence and^xtinguishable warmth. 

But after all, is an excessive and intem* 
perate zeal the common vice of the times? I» 
there any very imminent danger that the 
enthusiasm of the great should transport 
them to dangerous and inconvenient ex* 
cesses? Are our young men of fashion so 
very much led away by the fervours of 
piety, that tliey require to have their imagi- 
nations tamed, and'tlieir ardours cooled 
by the freezing maxims of worldly wisdom?. 
Is the spirit of the age so very much inclin- 
ed to catch and communicate the fire of de* 
votion, as to require to be damped by ad- 
monition, or extinguished by ridicule? 
When the inimitable Cervantes attacked 
the wild notions and romantic ideas which 
misled the age in which he lived, he did 
wisely, because he combated an actually 
existing evil; but in this latter end of the 
eighteenth century, there seems to be little 
more occasion (among persons of rank, I 
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m^w) of qautlpns against eathusiasm t;^];t ^ 
ag$(inst chivalry ; and be who ^ecjaiflw* 
against rqUgM)Ui9 excesses in the c;ompany,of 
w^lUbred peqpl^, ^hews himself to be a« 
lijttljs 9«4yatAt«ii with the manners of thP 
tme» vn w^^koh be;Uve9, fts he wouW do who 
should thmh it a point gf 4uty tp yftiifi 

Among the dflvic99 dangerous to pur 
taoi^ ;$^<pty, ^j^ts^o fjlyp^rite and specious 
majcifi^s a^re not :the Icj^t successful, as the;y 
iS^rry ,w)tih thfipi #n in^ppsing ^ir of iuc^l- 

gent^iaidpur, wd^wiays p^m to bepnt^^j^ 
popular side pf gppd-i^ture. Orc of jt^e 
luost ohyipus of tbfi$e .i$, th^t mqthpd of i|e- 
conciliug the c(^cijeuce to.pr^iQtici^s 9pt4|^ 
cidedly wicked, wd yet pot j»cr9pi4wwly 

right, bythequ2ilsfyi»igphR^s?,4«tf*,ft^^«;i^ 
m Jk«r?9i ?w«V. I auiipistiakcpif^mpjpj^^ 
cent persons. do :npt mflaffle tl;|eir japiqt^^ 
reckoning by this treacherous ?ipplo^f^l^%|i 
•by almpst ajny «th«r : m^m?* f ^w tare ^y&- 
IcmaticaJly, m pr^n^djt^tedly vifM^^fff 
prppose to th<fei«ely*j8, St first,mp^e,|]^ 
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$iith small indulgences as they are persuaded 
imv^ no harm in them. But thi« latitude 
is gradually and imperceptibly enlargedv 
As the expression is vague and indetermi- 
nate ; as the darkest shade of virtue, and 
the lightest shade of vice, melt into no very 
incongruous colouring ; as the hounds be-i' 
tween good and evil are not al\!^^ys so pre^ 
cisely defined but that he i^h^ ye^t>>r€s ta 
the confines of the one, will fitod hiniself on 
the borders of the other ; every one furnishes 
his 9wn definition ; every one extends the 
supposed limits n little fgirther j till the 
bounds which ftnce in permitted from un- 
lawful pleasures are gradually brpkcn down, 
and the'marks which separated them imr 
perceptibly destroyed. 

It is, perhaps, one of the most alarming 
symptoms of the degeneracy of morals in 
the present day, that the distinctions of right 
and wronjg ai^ almost swept away in polite 
conyersation. The most grave offences ar^ 
often named with cool indifference; the 
tnost shameful profligacy with affected ten- 
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dferness and indulgent tbkf ation. 'The sub- 
stitution of the wordgaliaiiti^ for that crittte 
which stabs domestic happiness and conjugal 
virtue, is one of the most dangerous of all 
the modern abuses of language. Atrocidiis 
deeds should never be called by gentlef 
names. This must certainly contribute, 
more than any thing, to diminish the horroi? 
of vice in the rising geiiferfettioti. That our 
passions should be too oftett eng^tged on the 
side of error, we may look for the cause^ 
though not for the vindication^ iti the un* 
resisted propensitieiS of our coHistltution ; but 
that our reason should ever be exerted in iti 
favor, that our comermtim should ever bet 
taught to palliate it, that our judgntent 
should ever look on it with indifference, 
that our tongues should ever be employed to 
confound the eternal distinctions of right 
and wrong ; this has nfo shadow of excuse ; 
because this can pretfend to n© foundation 
in nature, no apology m tempttotion> no 
palliative in passion. . , . ^ 

However defective, thferdPbhff; ourprateticc 
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thteiy be ; however' we ma^ he eluded b^ 
seductioA, or precipitated h^ passion, let us 
beware of lowering the Standard of 
RioHi*. Thii induces an imperceptible coi^i- 
ruption into the hearty stagnates the noblest 
principle of actioii, irrecoverably debases the 
sens^ of moral and religious dbHgation, and 
pTCvents us ftom living up to the height of 
our nature^ because it prevents us from 
knowing its possible elevation. It cuts off 
all commnnieation with virtu^^ and almost 
prevents th6 possibility of a return to it* If 
we do Hot rise as hfrgh as we ainr, we shall 
rise the higher for having aimed at a lofty 
mark : but where the Ruife is low, the 
practice cannot be high, though the con^ 
verse of the proposition is not proportion! 
ably true. 

Nothing mote benUmbs the exertio;is of 
ardent youthful virtue than the cruel sneer 
which worldly prudence bestows on active 
goodness, and the i cool derision it expresses 
at the defeat of a betievoltnt scheme, of 
which malice, rather than' penfetratron, had 

£ 2 
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foreseen the fi^Unre. Alas!,,thfer? is little 
need of any such disgouragemejits. The 
world is a climate which too naturally chills 
a glowing generosity, and cpntr^iets an ex- 
panded heart. The zeal of the most sanr 
guine is but too apt to cqqI, and the activity 
of the most diligent, to* slacken of itself: 
aind the disappointments which Benevolence 
encounters in. the fjiilwre of: her best-con^ 
certed projectiSj, and the frequent. depravity 
of the most ^ho$^n objects of her bounty, 
would soon dry up th^ amplest streams of 
charity, where they not, fed by the living 
fountain of religious principle. ; 

I cannot dismiss this part of my subject 
without g,nima4verting on the too prompt 
alacrity, evea of worthy people, to dissemii^ 
nate, in public and general conversation^ 
instances of their unsuccessful attempts to do 
good. I never ^hear a chanty story begun 
to be related iu mixed company, that I do not 
tremble for thp catastrophe, lest it should 
exhibit some moTtifying^ disappointment^ 
which may deter the inexperienced froim 



fti)Ai]i)g any generous hazards, and excite 
harsh suspicions, it an a^e, when it is less 
dishoBourabld to niett with a few casual 
hurts, and transient injuries, than to jgo 
cased in the cumbersome ^nd impenetrable 
armour of distrust. The liberal should be 
particularly ctotious how they furnish the 
avaricious with creditable pretences for sav^ 
ing their money, since all the instances of tbi 
mortifications the humane meet with are 
carefully treasured up, and added to the 
atmory of the co^^ctous ta'an's arguments, 
and never fail to be produced by him as de- 
fensive weapons, upon every iresh attack 
tm his heart or his purse. 

' But I am willing to hopfe that that un- 

charitableness which we so often meet with 
in persons of advanced years, is not always 

[ the efrect^f a heart naturally hard. -Mi*- 

santhropy is very often nothing but abused 
Sensibility. Long habits of the world, and 
u melancholy conviction Wow little good fee 
has beeA able to do in it, harden many a 
jbender-hearted .person. The milk of human 
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kipdnie$s becomes tsouc^d by repqat^ ^elt 
of iogratitude*. Tbis. corainQnly indi}<^ aik 
ipdifferejice ;to th^ .weU-bfting of ptbens* 
from ^ ho^le^^s of addwg to %]}e stook 
of human vir.tiii^ ^d h^oian bappinei^s. 
This uBComfqrtsiWe disease ^s very f<i)»d of 
apTef^diag its pw^ co^tagio^l, w-biiJi is a 
cruelty to $he ^Itb of ,yowg md unin- 
fccted virtw. — Fqx this distemper, generate 
ed-iy a too saogw^e disposition, apd grown 
chronical .from repeated dis^ppointmeiits,, 
from haying rarted worldly virtue ai^d 
worldly generosity too highly, there is jbii* 
QW remedy, or rathei* one prevention : ^x^d 
this is a genuine ^principle .of piety. H^ 
who is once convipced that he is to ^issist 
bis feUow-ereatures, because it is the nail of 
^od ; be who is ,persuad^d that bis fo^* 
giving bis fellow-servant the h^^d^ed peqce 
i/s a condition annex^ed to ,tbe re^issipp ^ 
his own iten tbouswd talents, will sooa g^l^ 
above all uneasiness when, the consequenoe 
does not answer his ^xpectatien. He vitt 
f ooin become only anxious /to do lua dui^^ 
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humbly cpujimitting events to higher hands. 
Dis^ppqintmen,ts will then only serve to 
refine his.niptive;s, jin^cl purify his virtue. His 
jcharity will then l^econie a sacrifice with 
which God is well plep^sqd ! His afFettions 
will be more spiritualized; and his devotions 
imore intense. Nothing short of such a 
;qouTageous piety, growing on the stock of 
.Christian principle^ can preserve a heart 
haqkneyed in the world from relaxed 
^Jjgeiice, or criminal d spair. 

people in genieral are not aware of the 
jpa^sqhief of jvidgipg of the rightness of any 
action by its prosperity, .or of the excellence 
pf^ny insit^tuition by »the abuse of it. We 
must ney,er proportion ' our exertions to our 
^pccess; but to o^r duty. If every laudable 
,Vin<Jertaking were to be dcppped because it 
failed in some qases, or was abused in others, 
^tjhqre wquld ;npt be Iqft an Alms House, a 
Plfi?,rity-$qbQoJ, or an Hospital in the land. 
|f ^vqry TJ^ht practice wer? to be dis- 
.contii^^cd fbieqfi,\ise it bad been found not to 
k^ S:i?,CfiqjSi^ul in eyqry iast^nce, and if every 



' 



ss4 • ^HbuGlaTs bi* fni 

right principle were rejected because, it had 
not been operative in aH cases, this falsfe 
reasoning pushed to. the extreme, might 
^t last be brought as an argument fot 
shutting u^ our churches, ^nd burning out 
bibles. 

But iii on the one hand, there is a pYovA 
<and arrogant discretion which ridicules, as 
Utopian and romantic, every generous pro- 
ject of the active and the liberal ; so there 
is on the othei^, a sort of popular bounty 
which arrogates to itself the exclusive name 
of feeling, and rejects with disdain the in- 
fluence of an higher principle. I am far 
from intending to depreciate this humane 
•and exquisitely tender sentiment which the 
beneficent Author of our nature gave us 
as ia 6timulh$ to remove the distle^ses of 
'OtheW, in order to get rid of dur own un- 
^a$ines&. I would only observe, that where 
Jpot^t^ehgthened by superior motives, it is a 
fcasuM a^d • precarious instrument of good, 
and ceases to operate, Except in the imme- 
diate presence^ and within the audible cry 
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<i^f Itnisery. This sort of feeling forgets that 
^ny calamity exists wKick is out of its own 
feight ; and though it vouW ^^►pty its purse 
fonsuch an otcasioiial object as rouses tran- 
-sient sensibility^ yet it seldom mak^es any 
stated provision for miseries, which are not 
the less real because they do not obtrude 
upon the sight, and awaken the tenderness 
t>f immediate sympathy. This is a mecha- 
nical charity, which requires springs and 
wheels to set it ^ going; whereas real chris^ 
tian charity does not wait to be . acted 
upon by impress Ws and impulses*. 

Another cause which very much intimi- 
dates wdl-disposed people^ is their terror, 
lest the chara<iter of piety should derogatfe 
from their reputation as men ^f «ense. 
Ev:ery man of the world naturally arrogates 
to hnnself the superiority of understanding 
ov^r (Bvery religious man. He, therefore, 
who has been accustomed to set a hio^h 
value on his intellectual powers, must havte 
made very considerable advances in piety 
before be can acquire a magnanimous indif- 
ference to: thi« usurped siiperiority of ano- 



4hcr : before hf can submit to thej^v^Mno- 
jDious allotment of ^^it and learning, wbicb 
is assigned him by the supercilious h^nd of 
worldly wisdom. But this attack upon his 
pride will be no bad touchstone of his sin** 
cerity. If his advances have not been s^ 
conjsiderable^ then, by an hypocrisy of the 
^east common kind, he will be industrious 
io appear less good than he really is, lest* 
(the distinction of his serious propensities 
ishould draw on |>im the imputation of ordi* 
jnary parts pr .low attainments. But itibe 
danger is, that while he is too sedulously 
intent on maintaining his piotensions las an 
^^ngeniop^ man, his claiims to piety should 
daily beqoi^ weaker. That which is long 
suppressed ,is too frequeintly extinguished. 

Nothing, perhaps, more plainly discovers 
tJiie f^^iAt (impression Wfhich JDeligion hasortolly 
ma^^ iXkfoi^ tQur Jaearts, than this distncli* 
nation, even of good people, to jserious con- 
yer^atio^, I^ t^e not^he misunderstood; 
J. do nqt mean Ahe w-sasngte of deba/te ; I do 
:npt m«an tthe gall of .ccfUitroversy ; I do «not 
mie^ the #9ry stiiifeof ofdnim^Sy than which 



nothing caa he less favourable to goo4 
liatu^re, good manners^ or good society. :Bujt 
it were to be wislied, that it was not thought 
UJUbred^n^ imjiscreet, th^tt the escapes of the 
tongue jshould now and then betray |h^ 
^* ah^ndange of tlie heart :" that, when puch 
iHit^ects are casually introduced, a discour 
r^g^Qg, coldness did npt instantly take plao^ 
of th^t {Sjprightly (bnin^tion iof countenance 
whkh niade cpi^npon topics interesting. Ji 
tbe^e ^^ outward and visible .^igns" were 
^equivocal, w^e shQuld fc^rm but moderate 
idea^ oif t;he ^^ inward ^nd sipiritual .gr^ce.'* 
It Wi^re to be wished, that such sut))ecta 
^i^ere xiot thought dull, ^merely because they 
^re good ; it w^e to be wished that they 
hiifi the .coKiiQpn chance of fair di^cu^sion ; 
fti^ (that p^rts 9M looming were noit 
^i^Bifsm^d to e^rt then>$eli^ on ,occa$iioM 
wjbftreibot^nvi^t appear to ^ much advafi-* 
t^^. If the l^eart w;ere really intecested, 
<;oul4 ^l^e ^alfectipn^ foivba^e ?Oiw awJ tkm 
ifi bre^k ^put into Ja^gu^ge ? Artists, phy- 
sicians, merchant^, lawyers, find scbalatti. 



keep ^p the spirit of their professions by 
mutual intercourse. New lights are struct 
out, improvements are suggested, emulation 
is kindled, love of the object i% inflamed, 
mistakes of the judginent are rc<itified, and 
desire of excellence is excifed bv communi- 
cation. And is piety alone so very easy of 
acquisition^ so very natural to our corrupt 
hearts, as to require nbne of the helps 
which are indispensable on all Other sub- 
jects ? Travdlers, who are to visit any 
particular country, arc full of earnest 
inquiry, and diligent research ; they think 
nothing indifferent by which their future 
pleasure or advantage may be affected. 
Every hint which may procure them any 
information, or caution them against any 
danger, is thankfully received ; and all this> 
because they are really in earnest in their 
preparation for thl^ journey ; and do fully 
helieve^ not only that there is such a country, 
but that they themselves have a personal, 
individual intepe^t in the good, or levil, 
which may be foui)d in it. . ' 
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A farther danger to good hind of pe^ph 
seems to arise from a mistaken idea, that 
only great and actual sins are to be guarded 
against. Whereas, in effect, temptations 
to the grosser sins do not so frequently 
occur to those who are hedged in by the, 
blessings of affluence, by a regard to repu- 
tation and the cai-e of health ; while sins of 
omission make up, perhaijs, th^ most formi* 
dable part of th^r catalogue of offences. 
These, generally supply in nunfiber what they 
want in weight, and are the more dangerous 
for being li t tie ostensible. They continue to 
\^ r^p^ted with less regret, because the 
remembrance of their predecessors does hot, 
like the remeitibrance of formal, actual 
primes, assume a body and a shape, and 
terrify by tlie iippression of particular scenes 
Jind circuipstanpes. While the memory of 
transacted evil haunts a tender conscience 
by perpetual apparition ; omitted duty, 
having no local or personal existence, not 
being recorded by standing acts and deeds, 
and dates, and having no distinct image tu. 
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'Which the miiid may recur, sinks into qbtet 
dbliviod, without deeply wounding thd 
conscience, ot tormenting the imagination. 
These omissions were, perhapii, among the 
" secret sins/* from which the royal peni-^ 
tfent so earnestly desired to be cleansed : 
and it is worthy of the most serious con-^ 
sidcration, that these are the offences against 
which the Gospel pronounces scfmc of itai 
very alarming denunciations. It is not less 
against negative than against actual evil| 
that affectionate exhortation, litely remon* 
strance, and pointed parable, are exha'Hsted; 
It is against the tree which boi^ no fruit, 
the lamp which had no oil, the unprofitable 
servattt who made* no use of his talent, that 
the severe sentence is dchounced ; as wdl as 
against corrupt frui't, bad oil, atid talents 
ill employed. We' are led to beli'^ve, from 
^e same high authority, that omitted duties 
and nfeglected opportunities, will furnish no 
inconsiderable portion of our future con- 
demnation. A very awful part of th6 de- 
cision, in the great day of account, seems 
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tb be reserved merely for carelessness, 
omii^iODSy and negatives. Ye gave me ko 
meat ; ye gave me no drink ; ye took me 
If OT in ; ye visited me not. Oii the pa* 
nishmeiit attending positive crimes, aal 
being more naturally obvious, it was not^ 
perhajps, thought so necessary to insist 

Another cause, wjiich still further im- 
pedes the reception of Religion even among 
the well-disposed, is^ that garmeiit of sad* 
ness in which people delight to suppose hef 
dressed ; and that life of haid austerity, and 
pining abstinence, which they pretend she 
enjoins her disciples. And it were Wtell if 
this were only the misrepresentation of her 
dedared enemies ; bnt unhappily, it is the 
toofrequentmiscon^eptionof her injudicious 
friendSv B«it such an over-charged picture 
is n^t rac^t ut^miable than it is unlike : ibr 
I will venture to affirm, that Reiigion^^ 
with all her bes^atfiful dindbe<::omiug sianctity, 
iiiyposes fewer sawifices, not ^only of rational^ 
\m of pleasi^rable eiijoyiAent, than tlie 
trtteontwolled dominion of any one vice. 
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Her service is not only safety hereafter, but 
freedom here, She isi notw tyrannizing 
as appetite, sq exiting as the Worlds nor 

' so despotic us Fashion. Let us try the case 
by a parallel, and exaniine it,, not as af-^ 
fecting our virtue, but our pleasure^ Poes 
Religion forbid the cheerful enjoym.ents. of 
life as rigorously as Avarice forbids thexn ? 
Does she require such sacrifices of our ease 
as Ambition, or such renunciations of our 
quiet as Pride ? Does Devotion wi^/tfer sleep 
like dissipation? Does she destroy Health 
like Intemperance? Do?s she annihilate 
Fortune like Gaming ? Does she imbi tter 
Life like Discord ; or abridge it like Duel- 
ling ? Dpqs Religion hopQse more vigilance 
than Suspicion ? or inflict half as many mor- 
tifications as Vj^nity ? Vice has her martyrs : 
and the most austere and self-denying Ascetic 

.^who mistakes the genius of Christianity, 
almost as much as her enemies mistake it) 

never tormented himself with iiuch cruel and 

ft 

causeless severity as that with which Envy 
lacerates her unhappy vptariesi. Worldly 
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honour obliges us to be at the trouble of 
resenting injuries ; and worldly prudence 
obliges us to be at the expence of litigating 
about them ; but Religion spares us the in- 
convenience of the one and the cost of the 

m 

other, by the summary command to for- 
give ; and by this injunction she consults ^ 
our happiness no less than our virtue : for 
the torment of constantly hating any one 
must be, at least, equal to the sin of it. 
And resentment is an evil so costly to our 
peace that we should find it more cheap to 
forgive even were it not more right. If 
this estimate be fairly made, then is the 
balance clearly on the side of Religion even 
in the article of picture. 

It is an infirmity not uncommon to good 
kind of peopky to comfort themselves that 
they are living in the exercise of some one 
natural good quality, and to make a re- 
ligious merit of a constitutional happiness. 
They have also a strong propensity to 
separate what God has joined ; belief and 
practice ; the creed and the command- 
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ments ; actions and motives ; moral duty 
and religious obedien<:e. Whereas, you 
will hardly find, in all the New Testament, 
a moral, or a Social virtue that is not 
hedged in by some religious injunction : 
scarcely a good action enjoined towards 
others, but it is connected with some 
exhortation to personal purity,. All the 
charities of benevolence arc, in general, so 
agreeable to the natural make of the heart, 
that it is a very tender ipercy of God to 
have made that a duty^ wbich^ to finer 
spirits, would have been irresistible as an in- 
clination; and to have annexed the highest 
future reward to the greatest present plea- 
sure. But in order to give a religious 
sanction to a social virtue, the duty of 
" visiting the fatherless and widow in their 
" affliction," is inseparably attached to 
the difficult and self-denying injunction of 
"keeping ourselves unspotted from the 
*^ world/' This adjunct is the more need-, 
fill, as many are apt to make a kind of 
moral commutation, and to allow them- 
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selves so much pleasure in exchange for so 
much charity. They think they may fairly 
pay themselves for abstinence from one 
fault by indulgence in another. But the 
Christian virtues derive their highest lustre 
from association : they have such a spirit of 
society, that they are we^k and i^lperfect 
when solitary ; their radiance is brightened 
by an intermingling of their beams, and 
their natural strength multiplied by their 
alliance with each other. 

It cannot be denied that good sort of people 
sometimes use religion as the voluptuous 
use physic. As the latter employ medi- 
cine to make health agree with luxury, the 
former consider religion as a medium to 
reconcile peace of conscience with a life of 
pleasure. But lio moral chemistry can 
blend natural contradictions. In all such 
uniiatural mixtures the world will still be 
uppermost, and .religion will disdain to 
coalesce with its antipathy. 

Let jme not be suspected of intending to 
insinuate that religion encourages men to 

F 2 
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fly from society, and hide themselves in 
solitudes : to renounce the generous and 
important duties of active life, for the 
visionary, cold, and fruitless virtues of an 
Hermitage, or a Cloyster. No : the mis- 
chief arises not from our living in the world, 
but from the world living in us ; occu- 
pying our hearts, and monopolizing our 
affections. Action is the life of virtue, and 
the world is the theatre of action. Perhaps 
some of the most perfect patterns of human 
conduct fiiay be found in the most public 
stations, and among the busiest orders of 
mankind. It is, indeed, a .scene of trial, 
but the glory of the triumph is proportioned 
to the peril of the conflict. A sense of 
danger quickens circumspection, and ma^cs 
virtue more vigilant. Lot, perhaps is not 
the only character who maintained his in- 
tegrity in a great city, proverbially wicked, 
and forfeited it in theT>osom of retire- 
ment. 

It has been said that worldly go^d sort of 
people are a greater credit to their profession, 
by exhibiting more cheerfulness, gaiety, 
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and happiness, than are visible in serious 
Christians, If this assertion be true, which 
I very much suspect, is it not probable that 
the apparent ease and gaiety of the former 
may be derived from the same source of 
consolation which Mrs. Quickly recom- 
mends to FalstafF, in Shakespeare's admi- 
rable picture of the death-bed scene of 
that witty profligate? ** He wished for 
*' comfort, quoth mine hostess, and began 
*^ to talk of God ; now I to comfort him, 
^' begged him he should not think of God : 
*^ it was time enough to trouble himself 
" with these things." Do not many de- 
ceive themselves by drawing water from 
these dry wells of comfort ? and patch up 

a precarious and imperfect happiness in 
this world, by diverting their attention 

from the concerns of the next? 

Another obstruction to the growth of 
piety, is that unhappy prejudice which 
even good kind of people too often enter- 
tain against those who differ from them in 
opinion. Every man who is sincerely in 
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earnest to advance the interests of religion, 
will have acquired such a degree of candour, 
as to become indifferent by whom good is 
done, or who has the reputation of doing 
it, provided it be actually done. He will 
be anxious to increase the stock of human 
virtue, and of human happiness, by every 
possible means. He will whet and sharpen 
every instrument of goodness, though it be 
' not cast in his own mould, or fashioned 
after his own pattern. He will never con- 
sider whether the form suits his own parti- 
culai* taste, but whether the instrument itsielf 
be calculated to accomplish the work of his 
mjastcr. - 

I shall conclude these loose and immetho- 
dical bints with a plain, tho' short address 
to those who content themselves with a 
decent profession of the doctrines, and a 
formal attendance on the offices, 'instead of 
a diligent discharge of the duties of Christi- 
anity. Believe, and forgive me ! — you are 
the people who lower religion in the eyes 
of its enemies. The openly profane, the 
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«vowed enemies to God and goodness, 
^serye to confirm the truths they mean to 
oppose, to illustrate the doctrines they deny, 
and to accomplish the very predictions they 
rafFect to disbelieve. But you, like an in- 
adequate and faithless prop, overturn the 
edifice which you pretend to support. — 
When an acute and keen-eyed infidel mea- 
sures your lives with the rule by which you 
profess to walk ; he finds so little analogy 
between them, the copy is so unlike the 
pattern, that this inconsistency of yours is 
the pass through which his most dangerous 
attack is made. And I must confess, that, 
of all the arguments, which the malignant 
industry of infidelity has been able to 
muster, the negligent conduct of professing 
Christians seems to me to be the only one 
which is really capable of staggering a man 
of sense. — He hears of a spiritual and self- 
denying religion; he reads the beatitudes:; 
he observes that the grand artillery of the 
Gpspel is planted against pride and sensu- 
ality. He then turns to the transcript of 
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this perfect original; to the lives which 
pretend to be fashioned by it. There he 
sees, with triumphant derision, that pride, 
self-love, luxury, self-sufficiency, unbound- 
ed personal expence, and an inordinate 
appetite for pleasure, are reputable vices in 
the eyes qf many of those who acknowledge 
the truth' of the Christian doctrines. He 
weighs that meekness to which a blessing 
is promised, with that arrogance which is 
too common to be very dishonourable. 
He compares' that non-conformity tp the 
world, which the Bible makes the criterion 
of a believer, with that rage for amuse- 
ment which is not considered as disreputable 
in a Christian. He opposes the self-deny- 
ing and lowly character of the Author of . 
our faith with the sensual practices of his 
followers. He finds little resemblance be- 
tween the restraints prescribed, and the 
gratifications indulged in. What conclu- 
sions must a speculative, reasoning sceptic 
draw/rom such premises? Is it any wonder 
that such phrases as " a broken spirit," a 
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" contrite heart/' " poverty of spirit/' 
" refraining the soul," " keeping it low," 
and " casting down high imaginations," 
should be to the unbeliever " foolishness," 
when such humiliating doctrines are a 
" stumbling block" to professing Chris- 
tians ; to ^ Christians who cannot cordially 
relish a religion which professedly tells them 
it was sent to stain the pride of human 
glory, and " to exclude boasting ?" 

But though the passive and self-denying 
virtues are not high in the esteem of mere 
good sort of people, yet they are peculiarly 
the evangelical virtues. The world extols 
brilliant actions ; the Gospel enjoins good 
habits and right motives : it seldom incul- 
cates those splendid deeds which make 
heroes, or teaches those lofty sentiments 
which constitute philosophers; but it enjoins 
the harder task of renouncing self, of living 
uncorrupted in the world, of subduing be- 
setting sins, and of " not thinking of our- 
" selves more highly than we ought." The 
acquisition of glory was the precept of other 
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religions, the contempt of it is the perfection 
of Christianity. 

Let us then be consistent, and we shall 
never be contemptible, even in the eyes of 
our enemies. Let not the unbeliever say 
that we have one set of opinions for our 
theory, and another for our practice ; that 
to the vulgar 

We shew the rough and thorny way to heav'n, - 
While we the primrose path of dalliance treftd. 

Would it not become the character of a 
man of sense, of which consistency is a most 
unequivocal proof, to choose some rule and 
abide by it ? An extempore Christian is a 
ridiculous character. Fixed principles, if 
they be really print^iples of the heart, and 
not merely opinions of the understanding, 
will be followed by a consistent course of 
action ; while indecision of spirit will pro- 
duce instability of conduct. If there be a 
model which we profess to admire, let us 
square our lives by it. If either the Koran 
of Mahomet, or the Revelations of Zoro- 
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aster, be a perfect guide, let us follow one 
of them. If either Epicurus, Zeno, or 
Confucius, be the peculiar object of our 
veneration and respect, let us. avowedly 
fashion our conduct by the dictates of their 
philosophy ; and then, though we may be 
Wrong, we shall not be absurd ; we may be 
erroneous, but we shall not be inconsistent ; 
but if the Bible be in truth the word of 
God, as we profess to believe, we need 
look no farther for a consummate pattern. 
« If the Lord be God, let us follow Him.'' 
If Christ be a sacrifice for sin, let Him be 
also to us the example of an holy life. 

But I am willing to flatter myself that 
the moral and intellectual scene about us 
begins to brighten. I indulge myself in 
moments of the most enthusiastic and de- 
lightful vision, that things are beginning 
gradually to lead to the fulfilment of that 
promise, that " all the kingdoms of the 
" earth shall become the kingdoms 6f our 
" God arid of his Christ." I take en- 
couragement that that glorious prophecy. 
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that '* of the increase of his government 
*^ there shall be no end," seems to be gra- 
dually accomplishing ; and in no instance 
more, perhaps, than in the noble attempt 
about to be made for the abolition of the 
African Slave-trade.* For what; event 
can human wisdom foresee more likely to 
contribute to " give the Son the Heathen 
" for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
" parts of the earth for his possession," 
than the success of such an enterprise, 
which will restore the lustre of the British 
name, and cut off at a single stroke as large 
and disgraceful a portion of national guilt 
as ever impaired the virtue, or dishonoured 
the councils of a Christian country. 

A good spirit seems to be at work. A 
catholic temper is diffusing itself among all . 
sects and parties: an enlightened candour, 
and a liberal toleration, were never more 
prevalent ; good men combat each other's 

* This interesting question was then beginning to 
be agitated in parliament. The struggle has been long ! 
The event has been glorious ! 
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Opinions with less rancour, and better man- 
ners ;* they hate each other less for those 
points in which they disagree, and love each 
other more for those points in which they 
join issue than they formerly did. We 
have many public encouragements ; we have 
a pious king; a wise and virtuous minister ; 
vciy many respectable, and not a few serioua 
clergy. Their number I am willing to 
hope is daily increasing. Among these 
some of the first in dignity are the most 
exemplary in conduct. An increasing de- 
sire to instruct the poor, to inform the 
ignorant, ' and to reclaim the vicious, is 
spreading among ns. The late Royal Pro- 
clamation affords an honourable sanction to 
virtuous endeavours, and lends nerves and 
sinews to the otherwise feeble exertions of 
individuals, by enforcing laws wisely plan- 
ned, but hitherto feebly executed. la 
^hort, there is a good hope that we shall, 
more jind 'more become " that happy peo- 
"ple who have the Lord for their God :*' 



* This wai written before the French Rerolation t!! 
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that as prosperity is already within our walls 
peace and virtue may abide in our dwellings^ 
But vain will be all endeavours after 
partial and subordinate amendment. Re- 
formation must begin with the Great, ox 
it will never be effectual. Their example 
is the fountain whence the vulgar draw 
their habits, actions, and characters; To 
expect to reform the poor while the opu- 
lent are corrupt, is to throw odours into 
the stream while the springs are poisoned. 

If, therefore; the Rich and Great will 
not, from a liberal spirit of doing right, 
and from a Christian spirit of fearing God,, 
abstain from those offences, for which the 
poor are to suffer fines and imprisonments^ 
efiectual good cannot be done. It will sig- 
nify little to lay penalties on the horses of 
the drover, or on the waggon ' of the hus- 
bandman, while the chariot wheels of the 
great roll with incessant motion; and 
while the sacred day on which the sons of 
industry are commanded by royal procla- 
mation to desist from travelling, is for that 
very reason selected for the journeys of the 
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Great, and preferred, because the road is 
encumbered with fewer interruptions. But 
will it not strike every well-meaning Sun- 
day traveller with a generous remorse, 
when he reflects that he owes the accom- 
modation of an unobstructed road to the 
very obedience which is paid by others to 
that divine and human law which he is in 
the very act of violating ? 

Will not the common people think it a 
little inequitable that they are abridged of 
the diversions of the publiQ-house and the 
gaming-yard on Sunday evening, when they 
shall hear that many houses of the first 
nobility are on that evening crowded with 
company, and such amusements carried on 
as are prohibited by human laws even on 
common days? As imitation, and a desire 
of being in the fashion, govern the lower 
orders of mankind, it is to be feared that 
they will not think reformation reputable, 
while they see it recommended only, and not 
practised^ by their superiors. A precept 
counteracted by an example, is worse than 
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fruitless, it is ridiculous : and the common 
people will be tempted to set an inferior 
value on goodness, when they find it is only 
expected from the lower ranks. They can- 
not surely but smile at the disinterestedness 
of their superiors, who, while they seem 
anxiously concerned to save others, are so 
little solicitous about t^eir own state. The 
ambitious vulgar will^ hardly relish a salva- 
tion which is only intended for plebeians ; 
nor will they be apt to entertain very ex- 
alted notions of that promised future reward, 
the road to which they perceive their betters 
are so much more earnest to point out to 
theniy than to walk in themselves. 

It was not by inflicting pains and penalties 
that Christianity first made its way into the 
world : the divine truths it inculcated re- 
ceived irresistible confirmation from the 
Lives, Practices, and Examples of its 
venerable professors. These were argu- 
ments which no popular prejudice could 
resist, no Jewish logic refute, and no Pagan 
persecution discredit. Had the primitive 
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Christians only praised and promulgated the 
most perfect religion the world ever saw, it 
would have produced but very slender 
effects on the faith and mailners of the 
people. The astonishing consequences 
which followed the pure doctrines of the 
Gospel, would never have been produced 
if the jealous and inquisitive eye of malice 
could have detected that the Doctrinjes 
the Christians recommended had not been 
illustrated by tlie Lives they led. 
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The piilbiic favour having already 
brought this little Essay to another Edition, 
the Author has been sedulous lo discover 
anyj particular objections that have been 
made to it. Since the preceding sheets 
were printed off, it has been suggested by 
some very respectable persons Virho have 
honoured this slight performance with their 
notice, that it inculcates a too rigid austerity, 
and carries the pbint of observing Sunday 
much too far ; that it takes away all 
the usual occupations of the day, without 
substituting any others in their stead; and 
that it only pulls down a wrong system, 
without so much as attempting to build up 
a right one. To these observations the 
Author begs leave to reply, that whilst 
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animadverting on error, the insistingon ob^ 
vious 4\ity was purposely omitted. To tell 
people what they already know to be rights 
was less the intention of this address, than 
to observe npon practices which long habit 
had prevented them from perceiving to be 
wrong. Sensible and well-meaning per- 
sons can hardly be at a loss on a subject 
which has exhausted precept and wearied 
exhortation. To have expatiated on it, 
would only have been to repeat what is 
already known and acknowledged to be 
right, even by those whom the hurry of en- 
gagemaits will not allow to take breath one 
.day in a week, that they may run the race 
of pleasure with more alacrity on the other 
six. But probably it is not the duties, but 
the amusements appropriated to the day 
about which the enquiry is made. It will» 
perhaps, be found, that the intervals of a 
Sunday regularly devoted to all its reason- 
able and obvious employments, are not 
likely to be so very tedious, but th^t they 
might be easily and pleaisantly filled up by 
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cheerful, innocent, and instructive con- 
versation. Human delights would be very 
circumscribed indeed if the practices 
here noticed as erroneous, included the 
whole circle of enjoyment. In addition 
to the appropriate pleasures of devotion, . 
are the pleasures of retirement, the pleasures 
of friendship, the pleasures of intellect, 
and the pleasures of beneficence, to be 
estimated as nothing ? 

There will, not be found, perhaps, a 
single person who shall honour these pages 
with a perusal, who has not been repeatedly 
told, with an air of imposing gravity, 
by those .who produce cards on a Sunday 
evening, that it is better to play than to talk 
scandal. Before this pithy axiom was in- 
vented, it was not perhaps suspected that 
Sunday gaming would ever be adduced as 
an argument in favour of morals. With- 
out entering into the comparative excellence 
of these two occupations, or presuming to 
iietermitie which has a claim to pre-eminence 
af piety, may we not ventifre to be thankful 
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that these alternatives do not seem to empty 
the whole stock of human resource; but^ 
that something will still be left to occupy 
and to interest those who adopt neither the 
one nor the other ? 

People in the gay and elegant scenes of 
life are perpetually complaiqing that an ex- 
tensive acquaintance, and the necessity of 
being constantly engaged in large circles 
and mixed assemblies, leaves them.Uttle 
leisure for family enjoyment, select con-> 
yersation, and domestic delights. Oth^s, 
with no less earnestness, lament that the 
hurry of public stations, and the necessary 
demands of active life, allow them no time 
for . any btt frivolous reading. Now tha 
.recurrence of one Sunday in every week 
seems to hold out an inviting remedy for 
both these evils. The sweet and delightful 
pleasures of family society might then be 
uninterruptedly enjoyed, by the habitual 
exclusion of trifling and idle visitors, who 
do not come to see their friends, but to get 
rid of themselves. Persons of fashion 
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living in the same house, and connected by 
the closest ties, whom business and pleasure 
keep asunder during the greatest part of the 
week, would then have an opportunity of 

m 

spending a little time together, and of cul- 
tivating that friendship for each other, 
that affection for their children, and that 
mtercourse with their Maker, to which 
the present manners are not very favourable, 
^o the other set of complainers, those who 
can find no time to read, this interval 
naturally presents itself; and it so happensi 
that some of the most enlightened men the 
world ever saw have, not unfrequently, 
devoted their rare talents to subjects pecu- 
liarly suited to this day ; and that'not merely 
in the didactic form of sermons, which mm . 
of the world affect to disdain ; but in every 
alluring shape which human ingenuity could 
assume. It can be fortunately produced 
among a thousand other instances, that the 
deepest metaphysician,* the greatest astro- 

^* Locke^ NewtoD^ MiltoD> Batler> Addison^ Bacoo^ 
Bojle* 
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namcVf the ^ublimest poet, the iicutc3t rea- 
soner^ the politest writer, the moat. con- 
summate phibspher, and the profound^^t 
investigator of nature, which thi3, or per- 
haps any country has produced, haye all 
written on such subjects as are analogous 
to the business of the Lord's day. Such 
authors as these, even wits, philosophers, 
and men of the world; must acknowledge 
that it is not bigotry to read, nor enthu- 
siasm to commend. Of this illustrious 
groupe only one was a clergyman, which to 
a certain class o^ readers will be a strong 
xecommendation : though it is a little hard 
that the fastidiousness of modem taste 
should undervalue the learned and pious 
labours of divines, only because they arc 
professional. In every other function, a 
man's compositions are not the less esteemed 
because they peculiarly belong to his more 
immediate business. Blackstone's opinions 
in jurisprudence are in high reputation, 
though he was a lawyer : Sydenham is still 
consulted as oracular in fevers, in spite of 
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his having been a physician ; and the Com- 
mentaries of Caesar are of established autho- 
rity in military operations, notwithstanding 
he was a soldier. 
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that Christianity, Hkeits Divine Author, is 
not only denied by those who in so many 
words disown their submission to its autho- 
rity^ but is betrayed by the still more trea- 
cherous disciple, even while he cries, Hailj 
Master ! 

For this visible declension of piety varir ^ 
ous reasons have been assigned, some of 
which however do not seem fully adequate 
to the effects ascribed to them. The^author 
of a late popular pamphlet* has accounted 
for the increased profligacy of the common 
people, by ascribing it, very justly, to the 
increased dissoluteness of their superiors* 
And who will deny what he farther affirms 
—that the general conduct of high and low 
receives a deep tincture of depravity from 
the growing neglect of public worship? 
So farJ most cordially agree withf the noble 
author. Nothing can be more obvious, 
than that the disuse of public worship is 

* Hints* to an Association for preventing Vice and 
Immor|alit)r, written by a Nobleman of the biglien 
jank. 
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natatBklj followed by a negkct of all relU 
gioup iluties*. Energies^ wiiilch are not 
called out into action^ almost necessarily die 
m the mindi Th^ soul^ no less than the 
body, recyaires its stated repairs^, apd regin 
lar renovatioas. And from the sluggish 
and procrastiuating spirit of inan, that 
religious duty to which no fixed time is 
assigned) is teldom, it is to be feared, per-^ 
fiirnaed at all.* , 

1 niust> however^ take Jeave to dissent 
from the opinion of the noble author, that 
tfaig ttod commc^ desertion of persons of 
rank from the service of the establishipent 
is occasioned in general^ as he intimates, 
by their disapprobation of the Liturgy; 
as it may more probably be supposed^ that 
the far greater part of them are deterred 
from going to church by motives widely 
removed from speculative objections and 
conscientious scruples^ 

It would be quite foreign to my present 

* On this Subject see Dr. JohiutoD*s U& of Mil« 

ton. 

H ' 



98 I ON THE . asLiGioir ow 

purpose to enter upon the question of the 
superior utility of a form of prayer for pub- 
lic worship. Most sincerely attached to 
the establishment myself^ not, as far as I am 
able to judge, from prejudice, but from a 
fixed and settled conviction ; I regard its 
institutions with a veneration at once affec- 
tionate and rational. Never need a Chris- 
tian, except when his own heart is strangely 
indisposed, fail to derive benefit frbm its 
ordinances^ and he may bless the over- 
ruling providence of God, that, in this 
instance, the natural variableness and incoa- 
staney of human opinion is, as it were, fixed, 
and settled, and hedged in, by a stated 
service so pure, so evangelical, and which 
is enriched by such a large infusion of 
sacred Scripture. 

If so many among qs contemn the ser- 
vice as having been, individually, to us 
fruitless and unprofitable, let us inquire whe- 
ther the blessiiigmaynotbe withheld because 
we are not fervent in asking it. — If we do 
not find a suitable humiliation in the Con^ 
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Jtsmn^ a becoming earnestness in the Peri* 
turns^ a congenial joy in the Adoration^ 
a corresponding gtatitude in the Thanks* 
gifoingSy it is because our hearts do not 
accompany our words; it is because we rest 
in " the form of godliness/' and are con- 
tented to remain destitute of its ** power/* 
If we are not duly interested when the 
select portions of Scripture are read to us^ 
it is because we do not as ^' new«-born babes 
^^ desire the sincere milk of the word^ that 
" we may grow thereby/* 

Perhaps there has not been since the age 
oi the Apostles, a church upon earth, m 
which the public worship was so solemn and 
so cheerful; so simple, yet so sublime; so 
full of fervour, at the same time so free 
from enthusiasm ; so rich in the gold of 
Christian antiquity, yet so astonishingly 
exempt from its dross. That it has imper* 
fections, we do not deny ; but what are they 
compared with its general excellence ? They 
arc as the spots on the sun's disk, which a 
Bharp observer may detect, but which 

H2 
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neither ditniriish tte warmth, mxt obscuw 
the bri^rtness. 

But if those ifwperfectiDtts which are. 
inseparable from alt human institutionsi ai^ 
to be alleged as reasons for abstaining^ to 
attend on the service of the established 
church; we must, on the saime principle^ 
and on still stronger grounds, abstain from 

■ 

all public worship whatever; aiiid. indeed it 
must be confessed, that the persona of whomi 
we are now {ipeakiag^ are very consistent in 
this matter. 

But the difierenoe* of opinion from 
that of the noble author here intimatedv 
is not so much about the Liturgy itaeif^ 
as the imaginary efl^ctft attributed to it 
m thinning the pews of ,aur. peo{»le. of 
fashion. The slightest degree of observar 
tion serves to contradict this assertion. 
Those however, who, with the noble 
author, maintain the other opinion, may 
satisfy their doubts by inquiring, whether the 
regular and systematic absentees from cinirch 
are chiefly to be found among the thinking, 



\ 
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the reading, the speculative, and the scru- 
pulous part of xnankind. . 

Even the mpst Begligeut attendant ou 
puUic Worship ipjust kpow, that the obnox- 
ioaa Oiieed^ to whose malignant potency 
this general desertion^ is ascribed by the 
noble author, is niever read abovie three or 
four Sundays in the year ; and even allow* 
ing the validity of the objections brought 
against it, that does not se^m a very ade- 

' quate resuson foi* baniahing the most scrupu- 
lous aud tender consciences from church on 
the f^itiaininjg ei^-it-and-forty Sundays of 
llie C9le]adar. 

Beside^ there is o^ test which is absce 
lutely unequivocal : this creied is never rea4 

^t ^\ ill the afternoon, any more than the 
Litany, that other great source of oflfence 
and ^pposjed desertion ; and yet, with all 
these multiplied reasons for their attendance, 
^o,w^ see the conscientious crowds of ti^ 

[hi^^TPf who abstain from the Biormhg 

••jer?vicie. through their repugn^fnce t(> sub- 
eetatbe to the dogmas of Atlmnasius, or the 
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more orthodox clauses of the morning 
Litany ; do we see them, I say, flocking to 
the evening service, impatient for the exer- 
cise of that devotion which had heen 
obstructed by these two objectionable por- 
tions, of the Liturgy? Do we see them 
eager to explain the cause of their morn- 
ing absence, and zealous to vindicate their 
piety by assiduously attending when the 
reprobated portions of divine service are 
omitted ? So far from it, is it not pretty 
jjvident that the general quarrel (with some 
few exceptions) of those . who habitually 
absent themselves from, public worship, is 
not with the Creed, but the Commandments? 
With such, to reform the Prayer-Book 
would go but a little way, unless the New 
Testament could be also abridged. Cut, 
and pare, and prune thte service of the 
Church ever so much, still that Christianity 
i*sclf, which is its ground-work, will be 
'loQnd full of formidable objections. Should 
the Church even give up her abstruse 
creeds, it would avail but little, unlesa 
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tiie Bible would also expunge those rigorous 
laws which not only prohibit sinful actions, 
but corrupt inclinations. And to speak 
honestly, I do not see how such persons 
as habitually infringe the laws of virtue 
and sobriety, and who yet are men of 
acute sagacity, accustomed on other sub* 
jects to a consistent train of reasoning ; who 
see consequences in their causes ; who 
behold practical self-denial necessarily 
involved in the sincere habit of religious 
observances — I do not see how, with respect 
to such men, any doctrines reformed, any 
reduindances lopped, any obscurities bright- 
ened, could effect the object of the noble 
author's very benevolent and christian 
wish. 

Religious duties are often neglected upon 
more consistent grounds than the friends of 
religion are willing to allow. They are 
often discontinued, not as repugnant to the 
understanding, not as repulsive to the judg- 
ment, but as hostile to a worldly, as 
well as, licentious life* And when a 
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prudent man, ^fter having entered into n 
solemn convention^ finds that his i^ Uviog 
in « conataht breach of every article of the 
treaty he has engaged to observ^ one can^ 
not inueh wonder at hia getting out of the 
hearing of the heavy artillery which he 
knows is planted against him, and agsvioat 
every one who lives in the allowed iafirao* 
tion of the covenant into wlpi^ every 
Christian has solenmly entered^ 

Fpi* is i* not obvious, that a. man of 
nease who should acknowledge the t^uth i>t 
the docU'mey would . fiSad hinoself obliged 
to submit isQ the force off the precept ? It 
is not easy to be a com for table sinner^ 
without tryiag, atleast, to be ta confirmed 
unbeliever. And as that cannot be achieve 
by a wish, the next ^xpedi^bt is to shun 
the recoHedtion bf that beHieC aod to for* 
^ that 6f yfhhh we cannot be ignorant; 
The smallest ranmins of &ith wmhi 
embitter a life of Ubertinism, and to he 
frequently reminded of the articles of that 
faith w^uld disturb ,the ease induced by a 
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Aeglect of all observances. While to 
sm}h a ovke who, retains any impression 
of Ohristiamty, the wildest festivals of 
mt^f erance will be converted into the ter- 
Tify ihg feast of Damocles. 

m^isiJt itiany a respectable ilonKronformist 
is ^0pt oat of the pale of the establishment 
by sott)e of the causes noticed by the nobia 
autfafot, ca£AOt be questioned^ and a just 
matter of regret it is. But these, however^ 
ate dft^n sober thinkefs, serious inquirers, 
conscientious . reasoners, whose object we. 
may charitably believe is truth, howevef 
they may be deceived as to its nature : but 
thsifl the same objections banish the great and 
tile gay is not equaily evident, Thanksto 
the i^oienee^nd indifference of the times, it 
is not dogmas of doctrines, it i^ not abstract 
reasonings, or pnzsflilig propositions, it is 
not perplexed arguii^njt, w intricate met^^ 
physics, which can now disincline from' 
Chri^tiaiiky ; so far from it, they cannot 
ewa alliive tb unbelief* Infidelity itself, 
with all that^'Strong and natural bias Hvtiieh^^ 



/ 
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selfishness and appetite entertain in its 
favour, if it appear in the grave and scholas- 
tic form of speculation, argument, or philoso- 
phical deduction, may now lie almost as qui-^ 
etly on the shelf as the volumes of its most 
able antagonist; and the cobwebs are almost 
as seldom brushed from Hobbes as frOm 
Hooker. N <A prudent scepticism has wisely 
studied the temper of the times, and skil- 
fully felt the pulse of this relaxed, and indo- 
lent, and selfish age. It prudently accom- 
modated itself to the reigning character, 
when it adopted sarcasm instead of reason- 
ing, and preferred a sneer to an argument. 
It discreetly judged, that, if it would now 
gain proselytes, it must shew itoelf under the 
bewitching form of a profane bon-mot; 
must-be interwoven in the texture of some 
amusing history, written with the levity of 
a romance, and the point and glitter of an 
epigram : it must embellish the ample mar- 
gin with some offensive anecdote or impure 
allusion, and decorate impiety with every, 
loose and meretricious ornament M^hich a 
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corrupt imagination can invent It must 
break up the old flimsy system into little 
mischievous aphorisms, ready for practical 
purposes^ it must divide the rope of sand 
into little portable parcels, which the shal* 
lowest wit can comprehend, and the shortest 
memory carry away. / 

Philosophy therefore (as Unbelief, by a 
patent of its own creation, has lately been 
pleaised to call itself) will not do nearly so 
much mischief to the present age as its pri- 
mitive apostles intended : since it requires 
time, Application, and patience to peruse the 
reasoning- veterans, of the sceptic school : 
and time, and application, and patience, 
are talents not now very severely devoted 
to study of any sort, by those ' who . 
give the law to fashion ; especially since, as 
it was hinted above, the same principles 
may be acquired on cheaper terms, and the 
reputation of being philosophers obtained 
without the sacrifice of pleasure for the 
severities of study ; since the industry of 
our Ijterary chemists has extracted the spi- 
rit from the gross, substance of the old 
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tin vendible potsom, and ekhibited it in the 
Yolatite esseace of a feu^ slightly sayings. 

If therefore, in this voluptuous age^ when 
a frivolous and relaxing dissipation has 
infected our very studies^ infidelity will not 
be at the pains of deep research and elabo- 
rate investigation, even on such subjects as 
are congenial to its affections, and promo- 
tive of its odbject^ it is vain to expect that 
Christianity wiW be-more engaging, either 
as an object of specqlation^ oil as a rule of 
practice ; sitxec it deioiands & stilt stronger 
exertion of those energies, which the ga^ 
world is not at the pains to exercise, ereA 
pn the side they approve. For the evi- 
deticerof (Christianity require attention td 
be comprehended, no less tiian its tloctrines 
anequire humility to be received) and its 
pfecepts sei&denial to bl5 obeyed. 
- Will it then be unchari table to pronoimed, 
that the leading mischii^f-^not whicJh thins 
our churches^---fpr that is fi-dt the evil I prd- 
\pose to cansid«r-^but iv'hich pei-vades otfr 
-whole character, atid gives the <;(jk)ur to otfr 
l^encral (jonduct^ wpractkal it^eligiM''? an 
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irr^ipou not so much opposed to a s^ecular 
tive faith, not so much ia lioatility to the 
evidences of Christianity, as to that spirit, . 
temper, and behaviour which Christianity 
inculcates. 

On this practical irreligion it is proposed 
to offer a few hints. After attempting to 
shew, by a oompaiison with the religion of 
the great in preceding ages, tliat there is a 
visible dedine of piety among the higher 
ranks — that even those more liberal spirits 
who neglect not many of the. great duties 
of benevolence, yet bold the severer obli- 
gations of piety in no esteem — I shall pro- 
ceed, though perhaps with too little me- 
thod, to remark on the notorious ^fftcU of 
the decay of this religious principle, as it cor- 
rupts- our mode of education, infects do* 
mes tic conduct, spreads the contagion do wn- 
wards among servants and inferiors, and 
influences our general manners, habits, 
and conversation. 

But what it is here proposed principally > 
to insist on is, that this defect of religious 
principle is almost equally fatal, as to all ;^ 
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the ends and purposes of genuine piety, 
whether it appear in the open contempt 
and defiance of all sacred institutions, or 
whether it shield itself under the more de^ 
cent veil of external observances, unsup-* 
ported by such a conduct as is analogous 
to the christian profession* 

I shall proceed with a few remarks on a 
third class of fashionable characters, who 
profess to acknowledge Christianity as a 
perfect system of morals, while they deny 
its divine authority : and conclude with 
some slight animadversions on the opinion 
which these modish christians maintain, 
that morality is the whole of religion. 

It must be confessed^ however, that^ 

manners and principles act reciprocally on 

each other ; and are, by turns, cause, and, 

effect. For instance — the increased relaxa* 

tion of morals produces the increased ne-« 

gleet of infusing religious principles in the 

education of youth : which effect becomes, 

in its turn, a cause; and in due time^ 

when that cause comes to operate, helps on 

the decline of manners. 
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CHAPTER I. 

DecUne of Christianity shewn, bg a (umpara- 
tive View of the Religion of the Great in 
preceding Ages. 

If the general position of this little tract be 
allowed^ namely, that religion is at present 
in no very fl<durishing sitate alnong those 
whose example, from the high ground on 
which they stand, guides and governs the 
rest of mankind, it will not be denied by 
those who are ever so superjficially acquaint- 
ed with the history of our country, that 
this has not always been the case. Those 
who are able to make a fair comparison 
must allow, that however the present age 
may be improved in other important and 
valuable advantages, yet that there is but 
little appearance remaining among the great 
and the powerful of that " righteousness 
which exalteth a nation ;"— They must 
confess that there has been a moral revolu- 
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tion in the national manners and princi- 
ples, very little analogous . to that great 
political one which we hear so much and 
so justly extolled* That our public virtue 
bears little proportion to our public bless^ 
ings ; and that our religion has decrease^ 
in a pretty exact proportion to our having 
secured the means of enjoying it 

That the antipodes to wrong are hardly 
ever right, was very strikingly illustrated 
about the middle of the last c^atury, whea 
the fiery and indiscreet zeal of one party 
was made a pretext for the profligate im- 
piety of the other ; *ho, to the bad prin- 
ciple which dictated a depraved conduct^ 
added the bad taste of being proud of it : — 
when eyen the least abandoned were ab* 
surdly apprehensive that an appearance of 
decency might subject them to the charge- 
of fanaticism, a charge in which they took 
care to involve real piety as well as enthu^ 
siastic pretence, till it became the general 
fashion to avoid no sin but hypocrisy^ ta 
dread no imputation but that of seriousness. 
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and to be more afraid of the virtues which 
procure a good reputation than of every vice 
which ever earned a bad one. Party was 
no longer confined to political distinctions, 
but became a part of morals, and >vas 
carried into religion itself. The more 
profligate of the court fterty began to con^ 
nect the idea of devotion with that of 
republicanism ; and to piove their aversiom 
to the one, thought they could never cast too - 
in^ch ridicule upon the other. The publie;:: 
taste became debauched ; to be lii^eiitloBSr in^t 
principle, was thought by many to be- tl^ ^ 
best way of makii)^, theii: conrt to th^ 
restored AfoHM^b; op^ Corruption was- 
adopte4 .by way of proving their abhor- 
rence of the hypocritical side ; and Poemsr 
by aptr^(mof hmour^ the phrase of the day 
to designate a fashionable author, were 
often scandalous offences against modesty 
and virtue. 

It was not till piety was thus unfortu- 
nately brought into disrepute, that persons 
of condition thought it made their sincerity, 

I 
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their abilities^ or . their good breeding 
questionable, to appear openly on the side 
of religion. A strict attachment to piety 
did not subtract from a great reputation. 
Men were not thought the worse lawyer^ 
generals, ministers, legislators, or .histo* 
riansy for believing, and even defending, 
the religion of their country. The gallant 
Sir Philip Sidney, the rash but heroic Essex, 
the politic and sagacious Burleigh, the all- 
jaiccomplished Falkland,* not only publicly 
owned, their ]>elief in Christianity, but even 
.wrote' e^mt things of a rcligious nature. j* 
.Tliese insitancefi^, and many others which 
might be aduci^d, are not, it will be allowed, 
selected from among con templlative recluses, 
grave .divines, or authors by profession; 
but from the busy, the active, and the illus- 
trious,- from public characters, from men of 

• ^ Lord Falkland assisted the great Chilliogworth 
in hit incomparable work. The Religion of a Pro- 
testant. 

f See that equally elegant and authentic work. 
The Anecdotes of Royal and Noble Authors, 
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strong passions, beset with great tempta- 
tions ; distinguished actors on the stage of 
life ; and whose respective claims to the^ 
title of fine gentlemen^ brave soldiers, or 
able statesmen, have never been called in 
question. 

What would the Hales, and the Claren- 
dons, and the Somerses* have said, had 
they been told that the time was at no 
great distance when that sacred book, for 
which they thought it no derogation from . 
their wisdom or their dignity to entertain 
the profoundest reverence ; the book which 
they made the rule of their faith, the 
object of their most serious study, and 
the foundation of their eternal hope ; that 
. this book would one day be of little more 
use to men in high public stations, than to 
be the instrument of an oath ; and that the 

-* ThU conftummale statesman was not only re** 
nn^kable for a strict attendance on the public duties 
of religion^ but for maintaining them with equal ex- 
actness in his familXf at a penod too when reli|;ion 
yr4»^ most discountenanced. 

I 2 
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sublimcst rites of the chratian reli^oii* 
would soon be considered as little paore 
than a necessary qualification for a place^ or 
the legal preliminary toasuofiice? 

This indeed is the boasted period of free 
enquiry and liberty of thinking. But it is 
the peculiar character of the present. Jlge, 
that its mischiefs often asstttoe the most 
alluring forms ; and that the most.akrmiQg 
evils not only look so like goodness as tobe 
. often mistakeii for it, but are sometimea 
mixed up with so much real good, ias often 
to disguise, though never to counteract^^ 
their malignity. Under the beautiful ma$k 
of an- enlightened philosophy, all religiMs 
restraints are set at nought ; and some of 
the deadliest wounds havef been aimed at 
Christianity, in works written in aviowed 
vindication of the most amiable of. all the 
christian principles.* Even the prevalence 

* See particularly Foltaire sur la Tolerance* ''Wbh 
is a common Artifice of that insidious author. In 
this instance he has made xtse^ of the popularity be 
jobtained in the fanatical tragedy at Thoulouse, *^thi» 
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of a liberal and warm philanthropy is se- 
cretly sapping the foundation of christian 
4noralS) because many of its championa aU 
low themselves to live in the open violation 
of the severer duties of justice and sobriety, 
while they are contending for the gender 
onc^ of charity and beneficence. 

The .strong and generous bias in favour 
of universal toleration, noble as the princi*- 
pie itself is, has engendered a dangerous 
notion that all error is innocent. Whether 
it be owing to this or to whatever otlier 
cause, it is certain that the discriminating 
features of the christian religion are every 
day growing into less repute ; and it is 
become the fashion even among the better 

murder of C!a]as) to discredit, thottgh in the most 
guardisd manner^ Christianity itself} degrading mar^ 
t^rdoms, denying the truth of the Pagan persecu- 
tkvis, &c. kc. And by mixing some truths with 
many falsehoods^ by assuming an amiable candour^ ' 
^md professing to serve the interest of goodness^ he 
treacfaeroosly contrives to leave on the mind of theun- 
jguarded reader ioiFEreflaij&ns the most ^infavouraUe 4» 
christtanity^. 
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"Sort, to evade, to lower, or to generalize, 
its most distinguishing peculiarities. 

There is so little of the Author of Chris- 
tianity left in his owVi religion, that an ap- 
prehensive believer is ready to exclaim 
with the woman at the sepulchre, " They 
" have taken away my Lord, and I know 
" not where they have laid him.'* The 
localitv of Hell and the existence of an Evil 
Spirit are annihilated, or considered as ab- 
stract ideas, as Metaphors, as Allegories. 
When they are alluded to, it is periphra- 
stically. • They are discontinued not on the 
ground of their being awful and terrible, 
but they are set aside as topics too vulgar 
for the polished, too illiberal for the leamied, 
and as savouring too much of credulity for 
the enlightened. 

While we justly glory in having freed our- 
selves from the trammels of human autho- 
rity, are we not turning our liberty into 
licentiousness, and wantonly struggling to 
throw off the divine authority too ? Free- 
dom of thought is the glory of the human 
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mind ; while it is confined within its just 
and sober limits ; but though we may think 
ourselves accountable for opinions at no 
earthly tribunal, yet it should be remem- 
bered, that thoughts as well as actions are 
amenable at the bar of God. Though 
we may rejoice that the tyranny of th^ 
spiritual Procrustes is so^ far annihilated, 
that we are in no danger of having our 
opinions lopped or lengthened till they are 
brought to fit the measure of human ca- 
price, yet there is still a standard by 
which not only actions are weighed, but 
opinions are judged ; and every sentiment 
which is clearly inconsistent with the re- 
vealed will of God, is as much throwing 
off his dominion as the breach of any of his 
moral precepts. This cuts up by the 
roots that popular and independent phrase, 
that " thoughts are free ;" for in this view 
we are no more at liberty to indulge 
opinions in opposition to the express 
word of God than Ave are at libertv to in- 
fringe practically on his commandments: 
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There is then surely one test by which it 
is no mark of intolerance to try the prin^ 
ciples of men, namely, the Lmv and the 
Testimony : and on applying to this touch* 
stone, it is impossible not to lament, that, 
while a more generous spirit governs our 
judgment) a purer principle does not seem 
to regulate our lives. May it not be said, 
that, while we are justly commended for 
thinking charitably of the opinions of others, 
we seem, in return, as if we were desirous 
of furnishing them with an opportunity of 
exercising their candour by the laxity of 
principle in which we indulge ourselves ? 
If the hearts of men were as firmly united 
to each other by the bond of charity as 
some pretend, they could not fail of being 
united (o God also by one common prin« 
cipk of piety. For christian piety fur« 
nishes the only certain sourse of all chari* 
table judgment, as well as of all virtuous 
conduct. 

Instead of abiding by the salutary precept 
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xi Judging no man^ it is the fashion to ex- 
t3eed our c ommission, and to fancy every 
body to be in a safe state. '' Judge not" is 
the precise limit of our.rule. This rule fur* 
nishes no more encouragement to judge 
falsely on the side of worldly candour, than to 
judge harshly on the side of Christian charity. 
lii forming our notions we have to chuse 
between the foible and the worlds between 
the rule and the practice. Where these do 
not agree, it is left to the judgment of believ* 
ers, at least, by which we^re to decide. But we 
never act, in religious concerns^ by the same 
rule of comnK)n sense and equitable judg* 
ment which governs us on other occasions. In 
weighingany commodity, its weight is deter- 
mined by some generally allowed standard ; 
and if the commodity be heavier or lighter 
than the standard weight, we add to or take 
from it : but we never break, or clip, or 
reduce the weight to suit the thing we are 
. weighing ; because the common consent of 
mankind has agreed that the one shall be 
considered as the standard to ascertain the 
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value of the other. But, in weighing our 
principles by the standard of the Gospel, 
we do just the reverse. Instead of bring- 
ing our opinions and actions to. the balance 
of the sanctuary in order to determine and 
rectify their comparative deficiencies, we 
lower and reduce the standaird of the scrip- 
ture doctrines till we have accomodated 
them to our own purposes : so that, instead 
of trying others and ourselves by God's 
unerring rule, we invert the order of things^ 
we try the truth of God's rule by its confor- 
mity or non-conformity to our own depra- 
ved notions and corrupt practices. 
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CHAPTER II, 

Beneooknce allowed to be the rdgning VirttiCj 
but not exclusively the Virtue of the present 
Age. — Beneooknce not the whole of Reli- 
gion, though one of its most characteristic 
Features. jVhether Beneooknce proceeds 
Jrom a Religious Principle, will be more 
infallibly known by the general Disposition of 
Time, Fortune, and the common Habits of 

m 

Life, than Jrom a few occasional Acts of 
Bounty. 

To all the remonstrance and invective of 
the preceding chapter, there will not fail 
to be opposed that which we hear every day 
so loudly insisted on, — the decided supe- 
riority of the present age in other and bet- 
ter respects. It will be said, that even 
those who neglect the outward forms of 
religion, exhibit however the best proofs of 
the best principles ; that the unparalleled 
instances of charity of which we are con- 
tinual witnesses ; that the many striking 
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acts of public bounty, and the various ne^r 
and noble improvements in this shining vir^- 
tue, justly entitle the present age to be called, 
by way of eminence, the ageof benevolence. 

It is with the liveliest joy I acknowledge 
the delightful truth* Liberality flows with 
a full tide through a thousand channels* 
There is scarcely a newspaper but records 
some meeting of men of fortune for the 
most salutary purposes. The noble and 
numberless structures for the relief of dis« 
tress, which are the ornament and the glory 
of our metropolis, proclaim a species of 
munificence unknown to former ages. Sub- 
scriptions^ not only to hospitals, but to 
various other valuable institutions^ are <ob* 
tained almost as soon as solicited* And who 
but nmst wish that these foeautiCiil monu«- 
ments of ben^otence may become every 
day more numerous^ and more extended ! 

Yet> with all these allowed and obvious 
excellencies, it is not quite diear whether 
smnething too much has not been said of 
the liberality of the preisent age^ in a cooh- 
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parative view with that of those ages which 
preceded it. A general alteration of habits 
and manners has at the sanoe time multi- 
plied public bounties and private distress ; 
and it is scarcely a paradox, to say that 
there was probably less misery when there 
was less munificence. 

If an increased benevolence now ranges 
through, and relieves a wider compass of 
distress ; yet still, if those examples of lux- 
ury and dissipation which promote that dis- 
tress are still fnore increased, this makes the 
good done bjear little proportion to the evil 
promoted. If the miseries renuwd by the 
growth of charity fall, both in number 
aiid weight, far below those which are 
caused by the growth of vice and disorder ; 
if we find that, though bounty is extended, 
yet' those corruptions which make bounty 
&o necessary are extended also, abnost be- 
yond calculation ; if it appear that, though 
more objects are relieved by our money, 
yet incomparably more are debauched by 
0ur licentious habits— the balance perhapt 
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will not turn out so decidedly in favour of 
the times as we are willing to imagine. 

If then the most valuable species of cha- 
rity is that which prevents distress by pre- 
venting or lessening vice, the greatest and 
most inevitable cause of w^nt,-— we ought 
not so highly to exalt the bounty of the 
great in the present day^ in preference to 
that broad shade of protection, patronage,^ 
and maintenance, which the wide*spread- 
bounty of their forefathers stretched out 
over whole villages, I had almost said whole 
provinces. When a few noblemen in a 
county, like their own stately oaks (paternal 
oaks ! which were not often set upon a card) 
extended their sheltering branches to shield 
all the underwood of the forest — when 
there existed a kind of passive charity, ane« 
gative sort of benevolence, which did good 
of itself; and without eftbrt, exertion, or 
expence, produced the effect of all, and 
performed the best functions of bounty, 
tliough it did not aspire to the dignity of its 
name— ^it was simply this: — g7xat peopU 
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Staid nt home; and the sober pomp and or^ 
derly inagnificenceof a nobfc family, residing 
at their pwn epistle great part of the year> 
contributed in the nwst iiatuial way to the 
maintenance of the pooi; by employing 
them ; and in a good dcff:te presented that 
distress, which it must howiever thankfully 
be confessed it is the laudable object of mo- 
dem bounty to relieve, A man of fortune 
might not then, it is true, so often dine in 
public for the benefit of the poor ; but the 

> 

poor were more regularly and comfortably 
fed with the abundant crumbs which then 
fell from the rich man's table. Whereas it 
cannot be denied that the prevailing mode 
of living has pared real hospitality to the 
very quick ; and, though the remark may 
be thought ridiculous, it is a material dis- 
advantage to the poor that tlie introduction 
of the modern unsubstantial style of luxury 
has rendered the remains of the most costly 
table but of small value. 

But even allowing the boasted superiority 
of modern benevolence, still it will not be 
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inconsistent with the object of the present 
design, to enquire whether the diffusion of 
this branch of charity, though the most 
lovely ofi^pring of religioB, be yet any posi* 
tive proof of the prevalence of religious 
principle ? and whether it be not the fashkxti 
rather to consider Benevolence a&a substitute 
for Christianity than as an evidence of it? 
^ It seems to be one of the reigning errora 
among the better sort, to reduce all religion 
into benevolence, and all benevolence into 
alms-giving. The wide and comprehensive 
idea of Christian charity is compressed into 
the slender compass of a littte pecuniary re- 
lief. This species of benevolence is indeed 
a bright gem among the ornaments of a, 
Christian ; but by no means furnishes all th& 
jewels of his crown, which derives its lustra 
from the associated radiance of every chris-. 
tian grace. Besides, the genuine virtues^ 
are all of the same family; and it is only 
by being seen in company with each other,^ 
and with Piety their common parent, that 
they are certainly known to be legitiiQate, 



But it is the property of the christian 
VirWfes, that, like all other amiable members 
of the ^zttte family, while each is doing its 
0Wli pa^ticul^f duty, it is contributing to' 
the prosperity of the rest ; and the Iktget 
the faftiily, tlie Itett^r they livfe together, as 
iio one can advance itself, without la'bourin^ 
for the advancement of the whole : thus, 
no man can be benevolent on christian 
principles without self-denial} amd so of 
the other virtues : each is connected Wrth 
some other, and all ^ith religion. 

I already anticipate the obvious and h2tck'» 
iieyed reply, that " whoever be the instru- 
"ment^ and whatever be the motive of 
** bounty, still the poor are equally relieved, 
" and therefore the end is the same/' And 
it must be confessed that those comrpas-^ 
sionate hearts, who cannot but be earnestly 
anxious that the distressed should be 
relieved at any rate, should not too s^rupu* 
lously enquire in the case of dthers, into 
any cause, of which the effect is so bene- 
ficial. Nor indeed will candour scrutinize 

K 
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too curiously into the lesser erroM of 
any life of which benevolence will always 
be allowed to be the shining ornament, 
while it does not pretend to be the atoning 
virtue. 

Let me not be misrepresented, as if I 

were seeking to detract from the value of 
this amiable feeling; we do not surely- 
lower fhe practice by seeking to ennoble 
the principle ; the action will not be im- 
paired by mending the motive : and no one 
will be likely to give the poor less because 
he seeks to please God more. 
• One cannot then help wishing that pecu- 
niary bounty were nrft only not practised, 
but that it were not sometimes enjoined too,^ 
as a redeeming virtue. In many cbnversa- 
tions (I . had almost said in many charity 
sermons) it is insinuated as if a little alms- 
giving could pay off old scares contracted 
by favourite indulgences. This, though 
oft^n done by well-meaning men to ad- 
vance the interests of some present pious 
purpose, yet has the mischievous effect of 
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those medicines which, while they may re- 
lieve a local complaint, are yet undermining 
the general habit. 

That ^reat numbers who are not in- 
fluenced by so high a principle as Christia- 
nity holds out, arc yet trply compassionate 
without hypocrisy and without ostentation, 
who can doubt? But who that feels the 
beauty of benevolence can avoid being soli- 
citous, not only that its offerings should 
comfort the receiver, but return in blessings 
to the bosom of the giver, by springing 
from such motives, and being accompanied 
by such a temper as shall redound to his 
eternal good ! For that the benefit is the 
same to the object, whatever be the charac- 
ter of the benefactor, is but an uncomfort- 
able view of things to a real Christian, 
whose compassion reaches to the souls of 
men. Such a one Ipngs to see the charita- 
ble giver as happy himself, as he is endea- 
vouring to make the object of his bounty; 
but such a one knows that no happiness can 

K 2 
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be fully and finally ei\)oyed but on tlie 
solid basis of Christian piety. 

For as religion is not, on the one liand, 
merely an opinion or a sentinfent, so neither 
is it, on the other, merely an act or a per- 
formance ; but it is a disposition, a habit, 
a temper : it is not a name, but a nature : 
ft is a turning the whole mind to God : it 
is a concentration of all the powers and 
affections of the soul into one steady point, 
an uniform desire to please Him. This 
desire will naturally and necessarily manifest 
itself in our doing all the good we can to 
our fellow-creatures in every possible way ; 
for it will be found that neither of the two 
parts into which practical religion is divid- 
ed, can be performed with any degree of 
perfection but by those who nnite both : as 
it may be questioned if any man really dde^ 
'' love his neighbour as himself," who does 
not first endeavour to " love God with all 
" his heart.'' A& genius has been defined 
to be strong geheral powers of mind, acci- 
dentally determined to some particular pur- 
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suit) so piety may be denomiQatecl a. stsong 
general dispoattion of the heart to every 
thiog that is right, breaking forth into 
every excelieat actioa, as the occasioB pre^ 
m^t^ itself The temper must be ready in 
the mind, and the whole heart must by its 
jpfeernal prinjciple, be prepared and trained 
tp, every act of virtue to which it may be 
j^aHed, out. For religious principles are 
like the military exercise : they keep up an 
b^itual state of preparation for actual 
service ; aja<^ l^y never relaxing the 
4isicipUne, the real Christian is ready for 
^v^ry diJity to which he may be commanded. 
Right actions best prove the existence of 
r^ligioft in the heart; but they are evidences, 
not ca<ys^s. 

. Whether therelfore a man's charitable 
^ction;st proceed from religious principle, he 
will he best able to asjcertai.n by scrutiuizing 
into his own ha,hi,ts of self denial, by 
Bftarkiflg what is the general disposition of 
Ijiis tiijae and fortune, aifd by observing 
whether his pl£a,sures and expences are 
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habitually regulated with a view to enable 
him to be more or less useful to others. 

It is in vain that he possess*^vvhat is called 
by the courtesy of fashion the best heart in 
the wm^ld (a character we every day hear 
applied to the libertine and the prodigal) if 
he squander his time and estate in siich a 
round of extravagant indulgences and 
thoughtless disisipation as leaves him little 
money and less leisure for nobler purposes. 
It makes but little difference whether a man 
is prevented from doing good by hardr 
hearted parsimony or an unprincipled extra- 
^gance ; the stream of usefulness is equally 
cut off by both. 

The mere casual benevolence of any man 
can have Ijttle claim to solid esteem ; nor 
does any charity deserve the name, which 
does not grow out of a steady conviction 
that it is his bounden duty ; which does not 
spring from a settled propensity to obey the 
whole will of God ; which is not therefore 
made a part of the general plan of his con-- 
duct ; and which does not leacT him to 
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order the whole scheme of his affairs with 
an eye to it. 

He therefore who does not habituate 
himself to certain interior restraints, who 
does not live in ^ regular course of self* 
renunciation, will not be likely often to per- 
form, acts of beneficence, when it becomes 
necessary to convert to such purposes any of 
that time or money whiph appetite, tempt- 
ation, or vanity solicits him to divert to 
other purposes! - 

And surely he who seldom sacrifices one 
darling indulgence, who does not subtract 
one gratification from the incessant round 
of his enjoyments, when the indulgence 
would obstruct his capacity of doing good, 
or when the sacrifice would enlarge his 
power, does not deserve the name of bene- 
volent. And for such an unequivocal cri- 
terion of charity, tu whom are we to 
look but to the conscientious Christian? 
No other spirit but that by which he is go- 
verned can subdue self-love: and where 
self-love is the predominant passion, bene- 
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volence can have but a fieebk, or an acci-* 
dental dominion. 

Now if we look around^ and remark the 
excesses of luxury^ the costly diversions^ 
and the intemperate dissipation in whicb 
Humbers of professing Christians indulge 
themselves^ can any stretch of candour, can 
even that tender sentiment by which we are 
enjoined ** to hope" and to ** believe all 
<* things," enable us to hope and believe 
that such are actuated by aspiritof Chrrstian 
henevolence, merely because we see them 
perform some casual acts of charity, which 
the spirit of the world can contrive to make 
es^tremely compatible with a voluptuous 
Ij^e ; a£i.d the cost of which, after all, bears 
but little proportion to that of any one vice, 
or even vanity I 

Men will njot believe that there is bardiy 
any one human good quality which will 
know and keep its proper bounds, without 
the restraining infliience of religious prm* 
ciple. There is, for instance, great danger 
lest a constant attention to sa right a prac- 



THE FASHIONABl^E, WORJ.p. 137 

tice a$ an invariable cecoxioiny, sjiould 
narrow the heart and incline it to the 
love of money. Nothing can effectu- 
ally counteract this natural propensity 
but the Christian habit of devoting 
those retrenched expences to some good 
purpose; and then qeconorny, instead of 
narrowing the heart, will enlarge it, by in- 
ducing a constant association of bei^evolence 
with frugality. An habitual attention to 
the wants of others is the only wholeso^ie 
regulator of our own expences; a»d carries 
withita whole train of virtues, disinterested- 
ness^ sobriety, and temperance. And those 
who live in the custom of levying constant 
taxes on their vanities for such purposei^ 
serve the poor still less than they serve 
themselves. For if they are charitable 
i{ipoii true Christian principles, ** they are 
" laying up for themselves a goptJ found^r 
" tion against the time to. come." 

Thus when a vein of Christianity funs 
through the whole mass of a man's life, it 
gives a new value to all his actions, and a 
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new character to all his views. It trans^ 
mutes prudenceand oeconomy into Christian 
virtues ; and every offering that is presentejd 
on the altar of charity becomes truly con- 
secrated, when it is the gift of obedience, 
and the price of self-denial. Piety is that fire 
from heaven that can alone kindle the sacri- 
fice, which through the mediation and 
intercession of our great High Priest " will 
*' go up for a memorial before God." 

On the other hand, when any act of 
bounty is performed by way of composition 
with our IVfaker, either as a purchase or 
an expiation of unallowed indulgences ; 
though, even in this case, God, (who makes 
all the passions of men subservient to his 
good purposes) can make the gift equally- 
beneficial to the receiver, yet it is surely 
not too severe to say, that to the giver such 
acts are an unfounded dependence, a de- 
ccitful refuge, a broken stafl^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

T^he Neglect of Religious Education^ both a 
Cause and a Consequence of the Decline of 
Christianity. — No Moral Restraints.'-^ Re* 
ligion only incidentally taught^ not as a 
Principle of miction. A few of* the many 
Causes which dispose the Young to entertain 
low Opinions of Religion* 

Let not the truly pious be offended, as 
if, in the present chapter, which is intended 
to treat of the notorious neglect of Re- 
ligious Education, I meant to insinuate 
that the principles and tempers of Christi- 
anity may be formed in the young mindy 
by the mere mechanical operation of early 
institution, without th^ co-operating aid of 
the Holy Spirit of God. To imply this 
would be indeed to betray a lamentable 
ignorance of human nature, of the disorder 
that sin has introduced, of tHe inefficacv of 
mere human means ; and entirely to mis- 
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take the genius, and overlook the most 
obvious and important truths of our holy 
religion. 

It mus,t however be allowed, that dip 
supreme Being works chiefly by means ; and 
though it be confessed that no defeat of edu- 
cation, no corruptipn of manners c^P^ place 
any out of tlie reach of the Divine ijaflu- 
ences, (for it is uncjer sujcb cifcui»stappes 
perhaps that som^ of the most ei^tr^prdinary 
instances of Divine grace have been mani- 
fested) yet it must be ov^*ned, tbsM^ 
instructing children in principles of religion 
^nd giving them early habits of temperance 
and piety, is the way in which we may most 
confidently expect the Divine blessing. 
And that it is a work highly pleasing tp 
God, and which will be most assuredly 
accompanied by his gracious energy, we may 
judge from what he says of his faithful ser- 
vant Abraham ; " I knonv him tha^ h^ will 
*' command 4iis children, and his house- 
" hold after him, and they shall k^p th^ 
*' way of the Lord/' 



But religion is the only thing in which 
we seem to k>ok for the end, without 
makiftg use of the means; and yet it would 
not be more surprising if we were to expect 
that our children should become artists and 
scholars without being bred to arts and 
languages, than it is to Ipok for a Christian: 
world, without a Christian education. 

The noblest objects can yield no delight, 
if there be not in the mind a disposition to 
relish them. There must be a congruity be- 
tween the mind and the object, in order to 
prodtice any capacity of enjoyment To 
the Mathematician, demonstration is plea- 
sure; to tlie Philosopher, the study of 
nature; to the Voluptuary, the gratifica- 
tion of his appetite ; to the Poet, pleasures 
of the imagination. These objects they 
each respectively pursue, as pleasures 
adapted to that part of their nature which 
they have been acctistdmed to indulge and 
cultivate. 

Now as men will be apt to act consistently 
with their general views and habitual ten- 
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dencies, would it not be absurd to expect 
that the philosopher should look for his 
sovereign good at a ball, or the sensualist 
in the pleasures of intellect 6r piety? None 
of these ends are answerable to the general 
views of the respective pursuer; they are 
not correspondent to his ideas; they are 

not commensurate to his aims. The sub- 

, ... 

limest pleasures can afford little gratifi.cation 
where a taste for them has not been hve- 
viously formed. . A clown, who should 
hear a scholar pr an artist talk of the delights 
of a library, a^picture-gallery or a concert, 
could not guess at the nature of the plea- 
sures they afford ; nor would his being 
introduced to them give him much clearer 
ideas ; because he would bring to them an 
eye blind to proportion, an understanding 
new to science, and an ear deaf to harmony. 
Shall we expect then, since men can only 
become scholars by diligent labor, that 
they shall become Christians by mere chance ? 
Shall we be surprised if those do not fulfil 
the offices of l*eligion, who are not trained 
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to an acquaintance with them ? And will 
it not be obvious that it must be some other 
thing besides the abstruseness of creeds, 
which has tended to make Christianity un- 
fashionable, and piety obsolete ? 

It probably will not be disputed, that in 
no age have the passions of our high-bom 
youth been so early freed from all curb and 
restraint. In no age has the paternal au- 
thority been so contemptuously treated, or 
every species of subordination so disdain- 
fully trampled upon. In no age have simple, 
and natural, and youthful pleasures so early 
lost their power over the mind ; nor was 
ever one great secret of virtue and happi- 
ness, the secret of being cheaply pleased^ so- 
little understood. 

A taste for costlv, or artificial, or tu- 
multuous pleasures cannot be gratified, even 
by their most sedulous pursuers, at every 
moment; and what wretched management 
is it in the oeconomy of human happiness, 
so to contrive, as that the enjoyment shall 
be rare ai^d difficult, and the intervals long 
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aitid languid ! Whereas real and utiadiltfe* 
rated pleasures qccot perpetually to him 
who cultivates a taste for truth alid nature, 
anid science and virtue. But these simple 
and tranquil enjoyments cannotbtit be insipid 
to hinfi whose passions have been prema- 
turely stimulated by agitating pleasures, or 
whose taste has been depraved by such as 
are debasing and frivolous ; for it is of more 
consequence to virtue than some godd 
pieople ar6 willing to allow, to preserve the 
taste pure, and the judgment sound. A 
\ntiated intellect has no small connection 
with depraved morals. 

Since amusements of some kind are 
necessary to all ages— I speak now with an 
eye to mere human enjoyment — why should 
it not be an object of early care, to keep a 
due proportion of them in reserve for those 
future seasons of life, in which thev will ht 
so much more needed? Why should there 
not, even for this purpose, be adopted a 
system of salutary restriction, to be Used 
by parents toward their childrea, by in- 
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4itructoTs toward their pupils, and in the 
progress of life by each man toward himself? 
In a word, \yhy should not the same rea- 
sons, which have induced u^ to tether infe- 
rior animals, suggest the expediency of^ 
in some sort, tethering man also? Since 
nothing but experience seems to teach him^ 
that if he be allowed to anticipate his future 
possessions, and trample all the flowery 
fields of real, as well as those of imaginary 
and artificial enjoyment, he not only 
endures present disgust, but defaces and 
destroys all the rich materials of his future 
happiness ; and leaves himself, for the rest 
of his life^ nothing but ravaged fields and 
barren stubble. 

But the great and radical defect^ and that 
.which comes more immediately within the 
present design, seems to be, that in general 
the characteristical principles of Christianity 
are not early and strongly infused into the 
mind: that religion, if taught at all, is 
rather taught incidentally, as a thing of 
subordinate value, than as the leading prin- 
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ciple of human actions, the great animatifig 
spring of human conduct. Were the high 
influential principles of the Christian reli- 
gion anxiously and early inculcated, we 
ehould find that diose lapses from virtue, 
to which passion and temptation afterwards 
too frequently solicit, would be more easily 
recoverable. v 

For though the evil propensities of fallen 
nature^ and the bewitching allurements of 
pkasure, will too often seduce even those 
of the best education into devious paths, 
yet we shall find that men will selcfom be 
incurably wicked unless that internal corrup- 
tion c^ principle has taken place, which 
teaches them how to justify iniquity by 
argument, and to confirm evil conduct by 
the sanction of false reasoning ; or where 
there is a total ignorance of the very nature 
itnd design of Christianity, which ignorahcfe 
can only exist where early religious instruc- 
tion has been entirely neglected. 

The errors occasioned by the violence of 
passion may be reformed, but systematic 
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virickedness will be only fortified by time ; 
and no decrease of strength, no decay of 
appetite, can weaken the power of a per- 
nicious principle* He who deliberately 
commits a bad action^ puts himself indeed 
out of the path of safety; but he w^i9 
adopts a false principle, not only throwijj 
himself into the enemy's country, but burns 
the ships, breaks the bridge, cuts off every 
retreat by which he plight hope ope day to 
return into his own. 

It is remarkable, that in almost all the 
celebirated characters of whom we have an 
account in former periods of the En^lislj 
History, we find a iserious attention to reli- 
gion discovering itself at the close of lifc^ 
however the preceding years might unhap- 
pily have bieen jnisemployed. We meet 
with striking examples of this kind 
amongst statesmen, amongst philosophers^ 
amongst men of business^ and even amongst 
men of pleasure. We have on record the 
dying sentiments of JVahingham, of Smithy 
of Hattm^ the favourites of Queen Eliza- 
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beth. We see, in the following reign^ 
Raleigh^ supporting himself by religion 
under the severity of his fate ; Bacon seek- 
ing comfort in devotion amidst his digraces ; 
and Wot ton J after having been ambassador 
to almost every court in Europe, taking 
refugfe at last in a pious retirement at 
Eton College. But to enumerate instances 
would be endless, when, in fact, we 
scarcely discover a single instance to the 
contrary. In those times, it was considered 
as a matter even of common decency, that 
advanced age should possess, at least, the 
exterior of piety ; and we have every rea- 
sons to believe that an irreligious old man 
would have been pointed at as a sort of 
monster. 

But is this the case in our day ? Do we 
now vCommonly perceive in any rank that 
disposition to close life religiously, Which at 
the period to which I have alluded was so 
general even in the fashionable world ? I 
fear it is so far the reverse, that if Pope haH 
been our contemporary, and were now 
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composing his famous Ethical Poem, he 
could not hazard even that light remark^ 

That beads and prayer-books are the tojs of age^ 

without grossly violating probability. 

But to what cause are we to ascribe that 
superannuated impiety, which seems to dis- 
tinguish the present ftom the preceding 
generations ? Is it not chiefly owing to the 
neglect of early religious instruction, which 
now for 60 many years has been gaining 
ground among us ? In the last age even 
public schools were places, no less of 
Christian than of classical institution : and 
the omission of religious worship, whether 
public or private, was deemed, at least, as 
censurable a fault as the neglect of a lesson. 
Parents had not yet imbibed that maxim of 
modem refinement, that religious instruc- 
tion ought to be deferred until the mind 
be capable of chusing for itself-— ^tbat is, 
until it be so pre-occupied as to leave nei- 
ther room nor relish for the articles of 
Christian faith, or the rules of Christian 
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obedience. The advice of the wise king of 
Israel of " training up a child in the way 
" he should go," had not then becon^e obso- 
lete ; and the truth of his. assertion, in the 
remaining clause of the passage, was hap- 
pily realised in the sincere, though late, 
return of many a wanderer. 

Even in the very laws of our nature, 
there seems to be a gracious provision for 
promoting the final efficacy of early reli- 
gious instruction. When the old ittan 
has no longer any relish left for his accus-^ 
tomed gratifications, in what way does he 
endeavour to fill up the void ? Is it not by 
sending back his thoughts to his early years^ 
and endeavouring (o live over again in idea, 
those scenes which, in his distant retro- 
spect, appear far more delightful than ho 
had founjd them to be ^t the actual period 
of enjoyment? Disgusted at every thing 
around him, and disappointed in those pur- 
suits to which he had once looked foi-ward 
with all the ardour of hope ; but to which 
he now feels he has sacrificed in vain, hia 
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quiety and perhaps his integrity, he takes a 
pensive pleasure in reviewiag the seasoi^ 
when his mind was yet cheerful a«id inno-* 
cent ; and even the very cares and anxieties 
of that happy period appear to him now, 
in a more captivating form than any plea- 
sures he c^ yet hope to enjoy. What 
then is more aatutal, I had almost said 
more certain, than that if the principles of 
religion were inculcated^ and the feelingi^ 
of devotion excited in his mind in that 
most susceptible season of life^ they Bhoul4 
now revive as well as other contemporary 
impressions, and present themselves in a 
point of view, the fnore interesting, 
because, while all other instances of youth- 
ful occupation can be only recollected^ those 
may be called up into fresh existence^ and 
be enjoyed even more perfectly than 
before. 

The defects of memory also, which old 
age induces, will, in this instance, assist 
rather than obstruct It almost universally 
happtns, that the more recent transactions 
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are those soonest forgotten, while the evcntil 
of youth and childhood are rememhered 
with accuracy. If therefore pious principles 
have been implanted, they will, even by 
the course of nature, be recollected, while 
those things which most contributed to 
hinder their growth, are swept from the 
memory. What a powerful encourage- 
ment then does this consideration afford ! 
or rather what an indispensable obligation 
does it lay upon parents, to store the minds 
of their children with the seedsof piety ! And 
on the other hand, what unnatural barbarity 
is it, irretrievably to shut up this last refuge 
of the wretched, by a neglect of this duty ; 
and to render it impossible foi: those who 
had " stood ?ill the day idle,'' to be called, 
at least without a miracle, which the neg- 
ligent has little right to expect, everi at 
the eleventh hour ! 

No one surely will impute to bigotry or 
enthusiasm, the lamenting, or even remon- 
strating against such desperate negligence ; 
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nor can it be deemed illiberal to inquire, 
Whether even a still greater evil does not 
exist ? I mean, whether pernicious principles 
are not as strenuously inculcated as those of 
real virtue and happiness are discounte- 
nanced? Whether young men are not ex- 
pressly taught to take custom and fashion 
as the ultimate and exclusive standard by 
which to try their principles and to weigh 
their actions? Whether some idol of false 
honour be not consecrated and set up for 
them to worship ? Whether, even among the 
better. sort, reputation be not held out as a 
motive of sufficient energy to produce vk- 
tue, in a world where yet the greatest vices 
are every day practised openly, without at 
all obstructing the reception, of those who 
practise them into the best company? 
Whether resentment be not ennobled; and 
pride, and many other passions, erected into 
honourable virtues— virtues not less repug- 
nant to the genius and spirit of Christianity 
than obvious and gross vices? Will it be 
thought impertinent to enquire if the awful 
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doctrines of a p^frpctually present Deity, 
a future righteous judgment, and a tre« 
isendous responsibility, are early impi^Sied 
and lastingly engraven on the hearts, and 
consciences of our high-bom youth ? 

Perhaps, if there be any one particular 
in which we fall remarkably below the 
politer nations of antiquity^ it is in thatj 
part of education which has a reference tQ 
purity of mind, and the discipline of tha 
heart. - , 

The great secret of religious educatiod^ 
which seems banished from the preseut) 
practice^ consists in training young m6Q.tQ 
an habitual interior restraint, an early go« 
vemment of the affections, and a couFse of 
self-controul over those tyrannizing inelina* 
tions which have so natural a tendency to 
enslave the human heart Without this 
habit of moral restraint, which ifS one of 
the fundamental laws of Christian virtue, 
though men may, from natural temper, 
often do good, yet it is impossible that they 
should ever be good. Witlhout the vigor- 
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cais exercise of this controlling priucipl^ 
the best dispositions and the most amiable 
qualities will go but a little way towards 
establishing a virtuous character. For the 
best dispositions will be easily overcome by 
the concurrence of passion within, and 
temptation without, in a heart where tho^ 
passions have not been accustomed to this 
wholesome discipline ; and the most amiablC: 
qualities will but more easily betray their, 
possessor, unless the heart be fortified by 
repeated acts and long habits of resistance. 
In this, as in various other instances, wa 
may blush at the superiority of Pagan in- 
stitution. Were the Roman youth taught 
to imagine themselves always in the awful, 
presence of Cato, in orde;- to habituate 
them betimes to suppress base sentiments, 
and to excite such as were generous and 
nobje? And should not the Christian 
youth be continually reminded, that ^ 
greater than Cato is here? Should they 
not be trained to the habit of acting under 
the constant impression, that He to whom 
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tliey must one day be accountable for in^ 
tentions, as well as words and actions, 19 
witness to the one as well as the other ? 
that he not only is '* about their path,'* 
but " understands their very thoughts ?'* 

Were the disciples of a Pagan* leader 
taught that it was a motive sufficient to 
compel their obedience to any rule, whether, 
they liked it or not, that it had the autho- 
rity of their teacher's name? were the bare 
words, the master hath said it^ sufficient to 
settle all disputes, and to subdue all reluo 
tance? And shall the scholars of a more 
divine teacher, who have a code of laws 
written by God himself, be contented with 
a lower rule, or abide by a meaner autho^ 
rity ? And is any argument drawn from 
human considerations likely to operate 
more forcibly on a dependant being, 
indebted to the Almighty for life, and 
breathy and all things, than that simple but 
grand assertion, with which so many of 

* Pythagoras. 
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the precepts of bur religion are introduced— 
Because, thus saith the lord? 

It is doing but little, in the infusion of 
first principles, to obtain the bare assent of 
the understanding to the existence of one 
Supreme Power, unless the heart and af- 
fections go along with the conviction, by 
our conceiving of that power as intimately 
connected with ourselves. A feeling 
temper will be but little aflfected with the 
cold idea of a geometrical God, as the ex- 
cellent Pascal expresses it, who merely ad- 
justs all the parts of matter, and keeps the 
elements in order. Such a mind will be 
but little moved, unless he be taught to 
consider his Maker under the interesting 
and endearing representation which re- 
vealed religion gives of him. That " God 
" is," will be to him rather an alarming 
than a consolatory idea; tilLhe be persuaded 
of the subsequent proposition, that " he is 
" a Rewarder of them that diligently seek 
" him." Nay, if natural religion does 
even acknowledge one awfiil attribute, 
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ihat " God is just," it will only iucreasf 
the terror of e tender coBScience, till it be 
learned from the fountain of truth, that he 
is *' the Ju&tifier of him wlio believeth m 
^' Jesus.^ 

But if the great sanctions of our religion 
are not deeply engraven on the hearty 
where shall we look for any other adequati: 
curb to the fiery spirit of youth? For, let 
the elements be ever so kindly mixfd in a 
human composition, let the natur^il liemper 
^be ever so amiable, stiU whenever n man 
ceases to think himself i^n accountable 
being, what motive can he have for resisting 
a strong temptation to a present goodj 
when he has no dread that he $hall thereby 
forfeit a greater future gpod ? 

It may perhaps be objected, that this 
deep sense of religion would interfere with 
the general purpose of education, which is 
designed to qualify men fpr the bu^ineiis of 
human life, and not to ti:ain up 9, i^ce of 
B)onks and ascetics. 

There is however so little real soUdity^ii^ 
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this specious objection, that I am firmly 
persuaded^ that if religious principles were 
more deeply impressed on the heart, eveu 
the things of this world would be much 
better carried on. For where are we to 
look for all the qualities which constitute 
the man of business ; for punctuality, dili«* 
gence, and application, for such attention 
in doing every thing in its proper day, (the 
great hinge on which business turns,) as 
among men of principle ? Oeconomy of 
time, truth in observing his word, never 
daring to deceive or to disappoint — these 
fi>ifn the very essence of an active and aa 
useful diaracter ; and for these to whom 
shall we most naturally look ? Who is so 
little likely to be " slothful in business" as 
he who is " fervent in spirit P"* And will 
not' be be most regular in dealing with 
inen, who is most diligent in ^^ serving the 
^Lord?" 

fiut, it may be said, allowing that re- 
iigion does not necessarily spoil a man of 
iusines^^ yet it would effectually defeat 
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those accomplishments, and counteract that 
fine breeding, which essentially constitute 
the gentleman. 

This again is so far from being a natural 
consequence, that, supposing all the other 
real advantages of parts, education, and 
society, to be equally taken into the ac- 
count, there is no doubt but that, in point 
of true politeness, a real Christian would 
beat the world at its own weapons, the 
world itself being judge. 

It must be confessed that, in the present 
corrupt state of things, there is scarcely 
any one contrivance for which we are more 
obliged to the inventions of mankind thaa 
for that of politeness, as there is perhaps 
no screen in the world which hides so many 
iigly sights. Yet while we allow that there 
never was so admirable a substitute for real 
goodness as good breeding, it is certain 
that the principles of Christianity put into 
action, would of themselves produce more 
genuine politeness than any maxims drawa 
from motives of human vanitv, desire ofad*^ 
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ftiiration, or worldly convenience. If love, 
peace, joy, long suffering, gentleness^ patience, 
goodness^ and meekness, may be thought in- 
struments to produce sweetness of manners, 
these we are expressly told are ** the fruits 
of the " spirit-" If mourning with the af- 
flicted, rejoicing with the happy ; if to ** es- 
" teem others better than ourselvfes;" if " to 
** take the lowest room ;" if ^* not to seek 
*^ our own ;' if " not to behave ourselves 
"unseemly; if ^* not to speak great swel- 
** ling words of vanity"^ — if these are 
amiable, engaging, and polite parts of 
behaviour, then would the documents of 
Saint Paul make as true a fine gentleman 
as tbe Courtier of Castiglione, or even the 
Letters of Lord Chesterfield himself. Then 
would simulation, and dissimulation, and 
all the nice shades and delicate gradations 
of passive and active deit^eit, be rendered 
superfluous; and the affections of every 
heart be won by a shorter and a surer way 
than by the elegant obliquities of this late 
popular preceptor, whose mischiefs have 

AC 
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tjtttlived his reputation; and who, utot- 
^withstandmg the j)resent just declension of 
his iame^ greatly contributed, during it^ 
transient traeridian^ to relax tlie general 
nerve of virtue, and wlio has left a taint 
upon the puhlic morate^ of which we are 
still sensible. 

That self-abasement then, which isinse- 
sparable from true Christian! ty, the exter- 
nal signs-- of which good-breeding knows 
so well how to assume; and those cha- 
Titles ^hick suggtet invariabte kindnm 
to others, .even in tlie smallest things, 
twould, if left to tlieir natural iworkings, 
iproduoe that gentleness which it is one 
^orreat objeiGt of a'polite edncatioa to iiz&ate. 
They would ipvodnce it too without effort 
£uid without exertion ^; for being inherent 
}in the substance, it would naturally .dis«^ 
ico^?:er itself ton the surface. 

>For however useibl the inatiUitions of 
polished -society ?Hiay 'be found, yet tfaey 
j<«n never alter the eternal diffemmc 
i»iWeen rightand-wioogyor convert «|^ar>- 



unces into rjealit^ies ; they cannot transforna 
decency into virtue, nor make politeness 
P^ss for principle. And the advocates for 
fashionable breeding should be humble4 to 
reflect, that every convention of artificial 
manners was adopted not to cure^ but to 
concealj deformity : that though the 
superficial civilities of elegaat life tend to 
make this corrupt world a more tolerable 
place than it would be without them, yet 
they never will be considered as a substi- 
tute for truth, nor a commutation for 
virtue, by Him who is to pass the defini- 
tive sentence on the characters of men« 

Among the many prejudices which the 
young and the gay entertain againsi; reli- 
gion, one is, that it ;s the declared epemy 
to wit and genius. But, says one of its 
wittiest champions,* " Piety enjpina n.o 
•^ man to be dull :" an4 it will be founc^, 
on a fair enquiry, that though it cannot be 
4.enied that irreligion has had able men for 
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its advocates, yet they have never been the 
most able. Nor can any learned prafession^ 
any dq^artment in letters or in science, 
produce a champion on the side of unbelief, 
but Christianity has a still greater name to 
oppose -to it ; pkilosophef's themselves being 
judges. 

Newton, who studied the book of nature 
with a scrutiny which has never been per- 
mitted to any other mortal eye, was deeply 
learned in the book of God. And the 
ablest writer on the intellect of man, has 
left one of the ablest treatises on the Rea- 
sonableness of Christianity. The essay of 
Mr. Locke on the Human Understanding 
will stand up to latest ages, as a monu- 
ment of wisdom ; while Hume's posthu- 
mous work, the Essay on Suicide, which 
had excited such large expectations, has 
been long since forgotten** 

* The Essay on Suicide was published soon after 
Mr. Hume*s death. It might mortify his liberal 
.mind (if matter and motion were capable of conscious- 
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^ Pascal has pxpved that as much rhetori(j 
and logic too may be shown iii defending 
revelation as in attacking it. I^is geonietrir 

cal spirit was not likely to ^ake up witli 

« . 

Tiess]^ to learn> that this his dying legacy^ th9 la^ 
concentrated effort of his genius and his principles^' 
sent from the grave, as it were, by -a man so justly 
renowned in other branches of iitei:ature, produced xsfif 
sensation lOn the public mind. And th§t the precious 
information that every man had a right to -be. his own 
executioner, was considered as a privilege sp little desi- 
rable, tliat it probably had not the glory of coriverting 
one cross road into a cemetery. It is to the credit of 
this country that fewer copies of this work were sold 
than perhaps ever was the case with a writer of so 
much eminence. A more impotent act of wickedness 
has seldom been achieved, or one which has had the 
glory of making fewer persons wicked or miserable. 
That cold and cheerless oblivion which he held out 
as a refuge to beings who had solaced themselves with 
the soothing hope of immortality has, by a memorable 
retribution, overshadowed his own last labour : the 
Essay on Suicide being already as much forgotten 
as he promised the best men that they themselves would 
be. And this favourite work became at once a 
prey to that eternal night t€^ which he had consigned the 
whole human race. 



tny proofs but such as catne as neat to de« 
tnonstration as the nature of the 6ul]^ct 
would admit; Erasmus in his writings on 
the ignorance of the Modk^, and the Pro^ 
vincial Letters on the fallacies of the 
Jesuits, while they exhibit as entire a 
fi-eedomfrpm bigotry, exhibit also as much 
pointed wit) and as much sound reasoning, • 
as can be found in the whole mass of 
modem Philosophy. 

But while the young adopt the opinion 
from one class of writers, that religious 
tnen are weak meii, they acquire from 
another class a notion that they are ridicu* 
lous. And this opinion, by mixing itself 
with their common notions, and deriving 
itself from their very amusements, is the 
more mischievous, as it is imbibed without 
suspicion, and entertained without re- 

■ 

sistance. 

One common medium through which 
they take this false view is, those favourite 
works of wit and humour, so captivating 
to youthful imaginations, where lio small 
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part of thfr attthej^'sf sw<f^3 perhaps, hf^p . 
been awing to his. ckx^erously introciaiciBg 
a pious character with §p. iflauy vktiics, 
that it is impossihle not^ to^ lov;^ hkfi i yet. 
tinctured with so Hiai^j ah$ur4iti£Sj^ th^ it 
is equally impos&i^bte nsQt te lawUgH ^^ hiixk 
The reader's memsmy will furo^ish h^ with 
to&many instancea of wh^jt is j^fe m^aiRt. 
The slightest teaches, of a witty njj^lice ca^ 
nxak^ the best chara<^tev ^^liculou^. It i» 
effected hy any littk w^M^airdii^ss^ afa^^uce 
of mind^ an ohsolete pjlii[3ise« a formal pjia- 
nunqiation, a peculiarity of gest^ra« Or 
if sqch a character he brough^t by uas4»is- 
peeting hone&ty^ ai^d cr^ialQu^s goodi^^sa 
inta soiBe foolish sci^ape, it will ^t^o^p (m 
him an impression of ridicule jsio iodelifUe, 
that all his worth shall v^Q^t he ^ble to efface 
it : and the young, who do not always se- 
parate their ideas very c^efully, shall ever 
after, by this early and f^^lse association^ 
conceive of piety as having somethii^geasen,- 
tially ridiculous in itself. 
* But one of the most infallible arts by 
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which the inexperienced are engdged'ton the 
side of irreligion, is that popular ak of 
candour, good-nature, and toleration, 
\¥hich it so invariably puts on. While 
sincere piety is often accused of moroseness 
and severity, because it cannot hear the 
doctrines on which it founds its eternal 
hopes derided without emotion; indiffe- 
rence and unbelief purchiase the praise of 
candour at an easy price, because they 
neither suifer grief nor express indigbation 
at hearing the most awful truths ridiculed, 
or the most solemn obligations set at nought. 
The two parties do not engage on equal 
terms. The infidel appears good humoured 
from his very levity ; but the Christian 
cannot jiest on subjects which involve his 
everlasting salvation. 

The prophane wits whom young people 
hear talk, and the books which they hear 
quoted, falsely charge theirown injuriousopi- 
nions on Christianity, and then unjustly 
accuse her of being the monster they have 
made. They dress her up with the sword of 
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pefsecution ia one hand, and the .flames 
of intolerance in the otiier ; and then 
ridicule the sober-minded for worshipping 
an idol which their misrepresentation hai|, 
rendered as malignant as Moloch. In the 
mean time they affect ,to sei^e on benevo- 
lence with exclusive appropriation as their 
xxwn cardinal virtue, and to accuse of a 
bigotted cruelty, that narrow spirit which 
points out the perils of licentiousness^ and 
Ae terrors of a future account. And yet 
this benevolence, with all its tender nier- 
Cies, is not afraid nor ashamed to endea-i 
vour at snatching away from humble piety 
the comfort of a present hope, and the 
bright prospect of a felicity that shall have 
no end. It does not, however, seem a very 
probable means of increasing the stock of 
human happiness, to plunder mankind of 
that principle, by the destruction of which 
friendship is robbed of its bond, society of 
its security, patience of its motive, morality 
of its foundation, integrity of its reward. 
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sori*ow/)f its coffisolation^ )ife of ito balm^ 
and death of its support.* 

It will not perhaps be one of the meanest 
advantages of a better state that, a& the 
will shall be refonned, sa the jutdgment 
shall be rectified ; that ^' evil shall no more 
"be called good," nor the " churl liberal;'* 
nor the plunderer of our best possess^ion, onr 
principles^, heneooknt Then it will be 
evident that greater injury could not be 
done to truths nor greater violence ta 
language, than by attempting to wrest from 
Christianity that benevolence which i& in 

* Young persons too are liable t()rbe misled li^ that 
cxtretue dbingenuousness of ^b^ new philosopher^ whea 
writing on every thing and person connected with jevealed 
religion* These authors often quote satirical poefs as 
grave historical authorities j for histance, becaasQ 
Juvenal has said that the Jews were so luirowvminded 
that they refused to show a spring of water, or tl^ 
yight road to an inquiring traveller v^ho W9^ Qot of 
their religion^ I make little doubt but many an ignorant 
free-thinker has actually gone away with the belief, that 
such good-natured iicts of information were dctuaii/ 
forbidden by the law of Moses. 
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fact her most appropriate and peculiar attri- 
bute,-—" A new commandment give I 
''unto you, that ye love one another*" 
If benevolence be " good will to men," it 
Was that which angelic messengers were not 
thought too high to announce, nor a much 
higher being than Angels too great to teach 
by his example, and to illustrate by his 
death. It was the criterion, the very 
watch word, as it were, by which he in- 
tended his religion and his followers should 
be distinguished* " By this shall all men 
*' know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
^ have love one to another." Besfides, it 
is the very genius of Christianity to extir* 
pate selfishness, that tenacious and last sur- 
viving corruption, on whose vacated ground 
benevolence naturally and necessaril jr plants 
itself. 

But not to run through all the particu- 
lars which obstruct the growth of piety in 
young persons, I shall only name one more. 
They hear much declamation from the 
fashionable reasoners against the contracted 
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* ahd interested spirit of Christianity — that 
it is of a sordid temper, works for pay, and 
looks for reward • 

This jargon of French philosophy, whidi 
prates of pure disinterested goodness acting 
for its own sake, and equally despising 
punishment and disdaining recompense, in* 
dicates as little knowledge of human nature 
as of Christian revelation, when it addresses 
man as a being made up of pure intellect^ 
without any mixture of passion^, and who 
can be made happy without hope, and 
virtuous without fear. These Philosophers 
affect to be more independent than Mo$es> 
more disinterested than Christ himself; for 
** Moses had respect to the recom pence of 
" reward;" and Christ " endured the cross 
** and despised the sliame, for the joy that 
" was set before him." 

, A creature hurried away by the impulse 
of some impetuous inclination, is not likely 
to be restrained, if he be restrained at all, 
by a cold reflection on the beauty of virtue. 
If the dr^ad of offending God, and incur^ 
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ring his everlasting displeasure, cannot stop 
his career, how shall a weaker motive do it? 
When we see that the powerful sanctions 
which religion holds out a.re too often an 
ineffectual curb ; to think of attaining the 
same end by feebler means, is as if one 
should expect to make a watch go the better 
by breaking the main-spring ; nay, as absurd 
as if the philosopher who inculcates the 
doctrine should undertake, ^vith one of his 
fingers, to lift an immense weight which 
had resisted the poM^rs of the crane and the, 
lever. 

On calm and temperate spirits indeed, 
in the hour of retirement, in the repose of 
the passions, in the absence of temptation, 
virtue does seem to be her own adequate 
reward ; and very lovely are the fruits she 
bearis in preserving health, credit, and for- 
tune. But on how few wHl this principle 
act ! and even on them how often will its 
operatioh be suspended ! And though virtue 
-for her own sake might have captivated a 
^*whear*ts, which should almost seem cast in 



174 ojff THu: WLUGjpN oir 

a natural ipoiakl of goodness, if such moxrfd 
thei« w£re, yiet no motive could^ at all tinjM, 
he so likiely td restrain even these, e^pppii^y 
under the pressure of temptation, ^s tibtis 
simple assertion — Fq7* all this, Qad wiU 
bring thee into judgment. 

tt is the bjeauty of our religion, that it is 
not lield out exclusively fcq>a &w select spi- 
rits ; that it is not an object of spejcwHjtion, 
or an ex^ercise of ingenuity, but a sx^heme of 
Salv'ation, but a rukof life^ suited to every 
condition, capacity, and temper. It is th^ 
glory of the Christian religion to be, whsLJL it 
was the glory of every antient philosophic 
system not to be, the religion of' the peopk; 
and that which constitutes its char^cteri$ti(C 
valne, is its suitableness to the genius, cou* 
ditioiti, and necessities of all manl^ind. 

For with whatsoever obscurities if: ^A* 
pleased God to shadow some parts of bis 
written word, yet he has graciously Of djered, 
that whatever is ncQessiary should h^ jisrspi* 
cuous also : and though, as to hi9 adonible 
essence, " clouds a»d darfeneiBs ane naufid 
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*' about him f yet these are not the medium 
through which he has left us to discover 
Our <duty^ In this, as in all other points, 
r^eated religion has a decided superiority 
over aH the antient systems of philosophy, 
which were always in many respects imprac* 
ttcable and extravagant^ because not framed 
from observations diawn from a perfect 
knowledge " of what was in man." Whereas 
the wirole scheme of the Gospel is accom- * 
modated to real human nature ; laying open 
it&niDrtat disease^ presenting its only remedy ; 
exhtj^ttngtules of conduct, often difficult, 
indeed, but never impossible ; and where 
the -rule was so high that the practicability 
seemed despecate, holding oait in its great 
author, a living pattern, to elucidate the 
doctrine and to illustrate the precept; 
offering every where the clearest notions of 
what we have to hope, and what we have to 
fear ; the strongest injunctions of what we 
are to believe, and the most explicit direc- 
tions of what we are to do. And crowning 
all with the most encouraging offers of Di- 
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vine assistance for strengthening our fakh 
and quickening our obedience. 

In short, whoever examines the wants of 
his own heart, and the appropriate assist* 
ance which tlie Gospel furnishes, will find 
them to be two tallies which exactly corres- 
pond — ^an internal evidence, stronger per- 
haps than any other, of the truth of revela* 
tion. 

This is the religion with which the inge- 
nuous hearts of youth should be warmed, 
and by which their minds, while pliant, 
should be v directed. This will afford a 
" lamp to their paths," stronger, steadier, 
brighter, than the feeble and uncertain 
glimmer of a cold and comfortless philoso* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Other Symptoms of the Decline of Christianity 
— No Family Religion — Corrupt or negli-^ 
gent Example of Superiord—The Self-deny-^ 
ing and Evangelical Virtues held in con-^ 
tempt — Neglect of encouraging and promote 
ing Religion among Servants. 

It was by no means the design of the pre- 
sent undertaking to n^ake a general inve€- 
tive on the corrupt state of manners, or 
even to animadvert on the conduct of the 
higher ranks, but inasmuch as the corrup- 
tion of that conduct^ and the depravation 
of those manners, appear to be a natural 
consequence of the visible decline of re- 
li^on ; and as operating in its turn, as a 
cause^ on the inferior orders of society. 

Of the other obvious causes which con- 
tribute to this decline of morals, little will 
be said Nor is the present a xomantic at-* 
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tempt to restore the simplictly of primitive 
manners. This is too literally an age of 
gold, to expect that it should be so in the 
poetical knd figurative sense. It would be 
unjust and absurd nor to form our opinions 
and expectations from the present general 
state of society. And it would argue great 
ignorance of the corruption which com- 
merce, knd conquest, and riches, and arts^ 
necessarily introduce into a state, to look 
for the same sobermindedness, ' simplicity, 
and purity among the dregs &f Romidus, 
as the severe and sitnple manners of elder 
ftofne presented. 

But though it Would be an attaimpt dT 
dfesper^te hardihood, to controvert t3tet 
Ift^xim of the Witty bard, that 

To meiad the world^s a vast design ; 

h popular aphorism, by the way, which has 
done no little mischief, inasmuch, as tmdet 
the mask of hopelessness it suggests an in- 
dolent acquiescence; yet to fiiake the be^t 
of the times in which we live; to fill up thte 
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measure of our own actual^ particular, atid 
ipdividual duties ; and to take care that the 
age shall not be the worse for our having 
been cast into it, seems to be the bare dic- 
tate of common probity, and not a romantic 
flight of impracticable perfection. 

Is it then so very chimerical to imagine, 
that the benevolent can be sober-minded?. 
Is it romantic to desire, that the virtuous 
should be consistent? Is it absurd to fancy 
that what has once been practised should 
not now be impracticable? 
• It is impossible not to help regretting, 
that it should be the general temper of 
many of the leading persons of that age, 
which arrogates to itself the glorious cha* 
racter of the age of' benevolence^ to be kind, 
considerate, and compassionate, every where | 
rather than at home : that the rich and the 1 
fashionable should be zealous in promoting 
religious as well as charitable institutions 
abroad, and yet discourage every thing \ 
which looks like religion in their own \ 
families : that they should be at a ^onsid^r- 
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able expence in instructing the poor at a 
distance, and yet discredit piety amon^ 
their own servants — those more immediate 
objects of every man's attention, whom 
Providence has enabled to keep any ; and 
for whose conduct he 'will be finally account- 
able, inasmuch as he may have hielped, by 
his practice or his negligence, , to corrupt it. 
Is there any degree of pecuniary bounty 
without doors which can counteract the 
mischief of a wrong conduct at home, or 
atone for that infectious laxity of principle 
which spreads corruption wherever its in-% 
fluence extends ? Is not he the best bene- 
factor tQ society who sets the best example, 
^nd who does not only the most good, but 
,the least evil? Will not that man, however 
liberal, very imperfeqtly promote virtue in 
the world at large. Who neglects to disse- 
minate its principles within the irtimediate 
sphere of his own personal influence, by a 
correct conduct and a blameless beliaviour? 
Can a, generous, but profligate, person atone 
by his purse for the disorders of his Uifc? 
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Can he expect a blessing on his bounties, 
while he defeats their effect by a profane or 
even a careless conversation ? 

In moral as well as in political treatises, 
it is often asserted, that it is a great evil to 
do no good , but it has not been, perhaps, 
enough insisted on, that it is a great good 
to do no evil. This species of goodness is 
not ostentatious enough for popular decla- 
mation ; and the value of this abstinence 
\ from vice is, perhaps, not well understood 
but by Christians, because it wailts the 
ostensible brilliancy of actual performance. 

But as the prindpks of Christianity are 
in no great repute, so their concomitant 
qualitieSy the evangelical virtues, are pro- 
portionably disesteemed. Let it, however, 
be remembered; that those secret habits of 
self-cohtroul, those interior and unobtru- 
sive virtues, which excite no astonishment^ 
kindle no emulation, and extort no praise, 
are, at the same time, the most difficulV 
and the most sublime; and if Christianity 
be true, will be the most graciously accepted 
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by /fm who witnesses the secret combaftaad 
the silent victory : while tbfe Sfplendid deedA 
which have the world for their witness^ and 
immortal fame for their reward, shall, ;per- 
haps, cost him who achieved them le^s tfaau 
it costs a conscientious Christian to subdud 
One irregular inclination ; a c<mque$t which 
the world will never know; and, if it did, 
would probably despise. 

Though great actions performed an hu- 
tnan motives, are permitted by the supreme 
Disposer to be equally beneficial to society 
with such as are performed on purer prin* 
feiples; yet it is an affecting consideration, 
that, at the final adjustment of accounts, 
the politician who rai^rf a state, or the hero 
who preserved it, may miss of that favour 
of God which, if it was not his motive, 
will certainly not be his reward. And it is 
awful to reflect, as we visit the monuments 
justly raised by" public gratitude, or the 
statues ^properly erected by well-earned ad- 
miration; it is awful, I say, to reflect on 
what may now be the unalterable condition 
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of the iIJtM3trioB» object pf tb?^ idi?$0'yiej[|i. 

Imt wnavailing honours; it h awfMl tp 
TfQ^ct that hf5 who b^s 5;ayed ^ &tat!? may 
h^ve last hi? oyfti soul ! 

A Chu3tiai^ iife se^em? tp pooisiit pf twrp 
things, alnjost equally diflSci^lt ; the 9.^ppr 
ticm of good habits^ and the exci§tio^ of 
spch as are eviL No onp sets o\it op st 
jioeligious course with a stock of xiativ.e in-, 
nocence^ or actual freedom froip sin; for 
there is no such state in human life. The 
natural heart is -not^ as has beep too often 
Siupppsed, a blank paper, whereon the divine 
spirit has nothing to do but to stamp cha-- 
i:acters of goodnei^ : po ! many blots are 
to be erased^ tn^ny defilements are tp b$ 
pleansed, as well as fesh impressions to b^ 

flijade. 

. Xhe yigilanit Christian, therefore, \v.hp 
apte with an eye to the approbation of hij? 
Maker, rather thai) to that of .maxikind, 
Xq a future account, rather thai? to pr.esenjt 
^lory, will find that, diligently to .ci^Ujvate 
Jtbe " unweeded garden** of his pwp h^a^t; 
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to mend the soil ; to clear the ground of its 
indigenous vices, by practising the painful 
business of extirpation, will be that part of 
his duty which will cost him most labour, 
and bring him least credit : while the fair 
flower of one shewy action, produced with 
little trouble, and of which the very plea- 
sure is reward enough, shall gain him more 
praise than the eradication of the rankest 
weeds which over-run the natural heart. 

But the Gospel judges not after the man- 
ner of men ; for it never fails to make the 
abstinent virtues a previous step to the 
right performance of the operative ones ; 
and the relinquishing what is wrong to be 
a necessary prelude to the performance 
of what is right. It makes " ceasing to 
** do evil" the indispensable preliminary to 
" learning to do well." It continually 
suggests that something is to be laid aside, 
as well as to be practised. We must 
** hate vain thoughts," before we can 
" love God's law." We must lay aside 
♦* malice and hypocrisy," to enable us 
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'^ to receive the engrafted word. — Hav- 
ing " a conscience void of offence;" 
" abstaining from fleshly lusts ;" bring- 
" ing every thought into obedience;"— 
these are actions, or rather negations, 
which though they never will obtain im- 
mortality from the chisel of the statuary, 
the declamation of the historian, or the 
panegyric of the poet, will, however, be 
*^had in' everlasting remembrance," when 
the works of the statuary, the historian, 
and the poet will be no more. 

And, for our encouragement, is it obser- 
vable that a more difficijlt Christian virtue 
generally involves an easier one. A 
habit of self-deiiial in permitted pleasures, 
easily induces a victory .over such as are 
unlawful. And to sit loose to our own 
possessions, necessarily includes an exemp- 
tion from coveting the possessions of 
others : and so on of the rest. 

Will it be difficult then to trace back to 
that want of early restraint noticed in the 
preceding chapter, that licence of behaviour 
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vhichy !havmg beeq indulged m ycmth, 
afterwards reigns uncontrolled in f^mtties ; 
and which having infected edncatioQ in its 
first springs, taints all the stceams/cif doaiies^ 
tic virtue? And will it be thought atrang^ 
that that same want cf religious princiifd^ 
which corrupted our children^ should cwr 
rnpt our servants ? 

We scarcely go into any ccmpmy witb* 
out hearing some invectivje againsit the |n* 
creased profligacy of this order of men; 
and the rehiark is made with as great ap 
air of astonishment, as if the cause of the 
complaint were not as visible a& the trutly 
of it. It would be endless to point O^t in- 
stances in which the increased dissip^ktioiOL of 
their betters (as they are oddly called) h^ 
contributed to the growth of this evil, j^nt 
it comes only within the immediate desiga 
of the present undertaking, to insist oq the 
single circumstance of the almost total e?:- 
termination of religion in fashionable fami- 
lies, as a cause adequate of itself to any 
consequence which depraved jnoraU can 
produce. 
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Is there not a degree of injaistice in per«» 
sons who express strong indignation at those 
crimes which crowd our prisons, and fur- 
nish our /inoessamt ^executions, and who yet 
discoucage not an internal principleof vice : 
since those ciiimcs are nothing more tliaii 
tliat pcinciple put into action ? And it is no 
less absurd than cruel, in such of the great 
as lead disorderly Jives, to expect to pre- 
vent vice by the laws they make to restrain 
or punish it, while their own example is a 
perpetual source of temptation to commit it 
If, by their own practice, they dejnonstrate 
that they think a vicious or a careless life is 
fthe only happy one, with what colour of 
juBtice can they inflict penalties on othersi, 
who, by acting on the same .principle, na- 
turally expect the same indulgence ! 

And indeed it is somewhat unreasonable 
"to expect very highdegreps of virtue and 
^probity from a class of people whose whole 
"life, after they are admitted into dissipated 
families, is one continued counteractionof 
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the principles in which they have probably 
been bred. 

When a poor yoatb is transplanted from 
one of those excellent institutions which do 
honour to the present age, and give some 
hope of reforming the next, into the family 
of his noble benefactor in tpwn, who has, 
perhaps, provided liberally for his instruc- 
tion in the country; what must be his 
astonishment at finding the manner of life 
to which he is introduced diametrically op- 
posite to that life to which be has been 
taught that salvation is alone annexed I He 
has been taught that it was his bounden 
duty to be devoutly thankful for his own 
scanty meal, perhaps of barley-bread ; yet 
he sees his noble lord sit down every day 

Not to a dinner^ bat a hecatomb ; 

to a repast for which every elemefnt is plun- 
dered, and every climate impoverished ; for^ 
which nature is ransacked, and art is ex- 
hausted; without even the formal ceremony 
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of a slight acknowledgment* It will be 
fortunate for the master, if his servant does 
not happen to know that even the Pagans 
never sat down to a repast without making 
a libation to their deities; and that the 
Jews did not eat a little fruit, or drink a 
cup of water, without 'an expression of 
devout thankfulness. 

Next to the law of God, he has been 
taught to reverence the law of the land, 
and to respect an act of parliament next to 
a text of Scripture: yet he sees his honour- 
able protector publicly in his own house, 
engaged in the evening in playing at a game 
expressly prohibited by the laws, and against 
which perhaps he himself had been assisting 
in the day to pass an act. 

While the contempt of religion was con- 
fined to wits and philosophers, the effect 
was not so sensibly felt But we capnot 
congratulate the ordinary race of mortals 
on their emancipation from the old pre- 
judices, or their indifference to usages, 
which long prescription has rendered sacred 
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in their eyes; as it is not at all visible that 
the world is become happier in proportion a9 
it is become more enlightened. ' We might 
rejoice more in the boasted diffusion of 
light and freedom, were it not apparent 
that bankruptcies are grown more frecjuent, 
robberies more common, divorces more 
numerous, and forgeries more extensive — 
that more rich men die by their own hand, 
and more poor men by the hand of the 
executioner — than when Christianity was 
practised by the vulgar, and countenanced, 
at least, by the great. 

It is not to be regretted, therefore, while 
the affluent are encouraging so many admi- 
rable schemes for promoting religion among 
the children of the poor, that they do not 
like to perpetuate the principle, by ericou- 
ra^ng it in their own children and their 
servants also? Is it not pity, since these last 
are so moderately furnished with the good 
things of this life, to rob them of that 
bright reversion, the bare hope of whic^i 
is a counterpoise to all the hardships tfaey^ 



andergo here*— especially since by dimmish- 
ing this future hope, we shall not be likelj 
to add to their present usefulness ? 

Still allowing, what has been already 
granted, that absolute infidelity is not the 
reigning evil, and that servants will perhaps 
'be more likely to see religion neglectae^ 
than to hear it ridiculed, — would it not be 
^meritorious kindness in families of a better 
stamps to furnish them with more oppor^ 
tunities of learnittg and practising their 
duty? Is it not impolitic indeed, as weU 
as Unkind, to refuse them any means of 
having impressed on tlieir consciences the 
operative principles of Christianity ? It is 
Irut little, barely not to oppose their going 
to church, not to prtveni their doing their 
duty at home ; their opportunities of doing 
both ought to be feecilitated, by giving them, 
at certain seasons, as few employments as 
possible that may interfere with both. Even 
when religion is by pretty general consent 
banished from our families at home, that 
only furnishes a stronger reason why our 
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families should not be banished from 
religionJn the churches. 

But if these opportunities are not made 
easy and convenient to them, their superiorsT 
have no right to expect from them a zeal 
30 far transcending their own, as to induce 
thsm to surmount difficulties for the sake of 
duty. Religion is never once represented 
in scripturea3 a light attainment; it is never 
once illustrated by an ea$y, a quiet, or an 
indolent allegory. On the contrary, it is 
exhibited under the active figure* of a com- 
bat, a race ; something expressive of 
exertion, activity, progress. And yet many- 
are unjust enough to think that this war- 
fare can be fought, though they them- 
selves are perpetually weakening the vigour 
of the combatant ; this race be run, though 
thgy are incessantly obstructing the progress 
of him who runs by some hard and interfe- 
-ring command. That our compassionate 
Judge, who ** kttoweth whereof we. are 
*' made, and rcmembereth that we^are but 
*^ dust," is particularly touched .with the 



fediitg pf theit infirmitiesj can never bc 
doubted ; but what pprtion of fprgiyeness 
he will extend to those who lay on their 
yixtue hqrd^ burdens " too heavy for them 
" to bea^r/* who shall say ? 

To kipep an iminortal being in a state of 
jRpiritual darknesS) is a positive disobedience . 
tp jER^ law, >vho when he bestowed the 
B,ibl^^ no less than when he created the 
material world, said, Let there be light, 
l^t ^ere well, both for the advantage of 
inaster and servant, that the latter should 
Ij^ve the doctrines of the Gospel frequently 
in(iprcs$ed pii hia heart ; that his conscienge 
Sihould be inade familiai* with a system 
^l^ich offers such clear and intelligible pro- 
positions qf moral duty. The striking 
interrogation, " how shall I da this great 
" w|c|£edness, and sin against God ?*' will 
perhaps operate as forcibly on an unculti-^ 
vate^.inind, as the most eloquent essay to 
prove that ipah is not an accountable being. 
That once credited promise, that " they 
*^ who have done well shall go into ever* 

r 
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" lasting life/* will be more grateful to 
the spirit of a plain man, than that more 
elegant and disinterested sentiment, thut^ 
mrtue is its own reward. That '* he that 
*' walketh uprightly walketh surely,'* is 
not on the whole a dangerous, or a mis- 
leading maxim. And " well done, good 
" and faithful servant I I will make thee 
" ruler over many things," though a pro- 
mise offensive to the liberal spirit of philo- 
sophic dignity, is a comfortable support to 
humble and oppressed, and suffering piety. 
That " we should do to others as we 
" would they should do to us,** is a por- 
table measure of human duty, always at 
hand, as always referring to something 
within himself, not amiss for a poor man to 
carry constantly about with him, who has 
neither time nor learning to search for a 
better. It is an universal and compendious 
law, so universal as to include the whole 
compass of social obligation ; so compen- 
dious as to be inclosed in so short and plaia 
an aphorism ; that the dullest mind can- 
not misapprehend, nor the weakest 
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meinoyy forget it It is convenient for 
bringing ;Out on all the ordinary pccasioiis 
of lite^ and for practising in every possibi- 
lity of human intercourse. ** We need not 
say " who shall go up to heaven and bring 
" it unto us, for this word is very nigh 
" unto thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart,. 
*^ that thou mayest do it."* 
. For it is a very valuable part of the gos- 
pel of Christ, that though it is an entire 
and perfect system in its design ; though it 
exhibits one great plan, from which com- 
plete trains of argument, and connected 
schemes of reasoning may be deduced; 
yet in compassion to the multitude, for 
2Mrhpm this benevolent institution was in a 
^pod measure designed, and who could 
not hav€ comprehended a long chain of 
propositions, or have embraced remote 
deductions, the most important truths of 
doctrine, and the most essential documents 
of virtue, are detailed in single majcims, 
^nd comprised in short sentences; inde- 

^Dettt.zxz. iifliid 12. 
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pendent of themselves, yet making a neces- 
sary part of a consummate whole ; from a 
few of which principles the whole train of 
human virtues has been deduced, and many 
a perfect body of ethics has been framed. 

If it be thought wonderful, that from so 
few letters of the alphabet, so few figures of 
arithmetic, so* few notes in ^usic, such 
endless combinations should have been pro- 
duced in their respective arts; how fan 
more beautiful would it be to trace thd 
whole circle of practical virtues thus 
growing out of a few elementary princit 
pies of gospel truth. 

All Seneca's arguments against the feat 
of death, though powerful as humsm wis^ 
dom, and unassisted reason could suggest; 
never yet reconciled one reader j^ its 
approach, half so effectually as the humbki 
believer is reconciled to it by that simple 
persuasion, ** I know that my RedSe^^r 
^liveth/' 

While the modern philosopher js fexteddv 
ing the boundaries of iioman know-^ 






jedge^ by undertaking to prove that mattcx 
is eternal ; or enlarging the stock of human 
happiness^ by demonstrating the extinctioffi 
of spirit,— it can do no harm to an unlet- 
tered man to believe, that " heaven an4 
earth shall pass away, but God's word 
shall not pass away." While the former 
is indulging the profitable enquiry why tha 
Deity made the world so late, or why Im 
made it at all, it will not hurt the latter to 
believe, that ^^ in the beginning God made 
" the world," and that in the end " he 
*^ shall judge it in righteousness." 

While the liberal scholar is usefully^ 
studying the law of nature and of nations^ 
let him rejoice that his more illiterate bro- 
ther possesses the plain conviction that " love 
is the fulfilling of the law" — that " love 
working no ill to his neighbour." And 
let him be persuaded that he himself, though 
he know all TuUy's offices by heart, may 
not have acquired a more feeling and ope- 
rative sentiment than is conveyed to the cowi- 
^ww Christian in the rule to "beareachothcr's 
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/^ burthens.** While the wit Is criticising the 
creed, he will be no loser by encouraging his 
dependents to keep the commandments ; since 
a few such simple propositions as the above 
furnish a more practical and correct rule of life 
than can be gleaned from all the volumes 
of ancient philosophy, justly eminent as 
many of them are for wisdom and purity. 
For though they abound with passages of 
true sublimity, and sentiments of great 
moral beauty, yet the result is naturally 
defective, the conclusions necessarily contra- 
dictory. This was no fault of the author, 
but pf the system. The vision was acute, 
but the light was dim. The sharpest 
sagacity could not distinguish spiritual 
oly^cts, in the twilight pf natural religion, 
with that accuracy with which they are now 
discerned by every common Christian, in ^ 
the diffusion of gospel light. 

And whether it be that what depraves 
the principle darkens the intellect also, cer- 
tain it is that an uneducated serious Christian 
reads his bible with a clearness of intelli- 
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gence, with an intellectual perception, 
which no sceptic or mere worldling ever 
attains. The plain Christian has not pre- 
judged the cause he is examining. He is 
not often led by his passions, still more 
rarely by his interest, to resist his convic- 
tions. While " the secret of the Lord is 
" (obviously) with them that fear him,** 
the mind of them who fear him not, is 
generally prejudiced by a retaining fee from 
the world, from their passions or their 
pride, before they enter on the enquiry. 
The decision is made before the inquiry is 
begun. 

With what consistency can the covetous 
man embrace a religion which so pointedly 
forbids him to lay up " treasures upon earth?" 
How will the man of spirit, as the world is 
pleased to call the ^duellist, relish a religion 
which allows not " the sun to go down 
" upon his wrath ?*" How can the ambi- 
tious struggle for ** a kingdom which is 
" not of ^his World," and embrace a faith 
which commands him to lay down his 
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crown at the feet of another ? How lAbttld 
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the professed wit or the iriefe philosophfeV 
adopt a system which demands in a lofty 
tone of derision, "Wl'ere is the scribe? 
•* Where is the vi^ife ? Where is the disputer 
^* of this world ?" Ho^ will the self-satisfied 
fbi^malist efidure a religion which, while it 
peremptorily demands frorii him every uSe-r 
fill action, and every right exertion, wiH 
Tiot permit him to rest his hope of salvatioii 
on their performance ? He whose affections 
are voluntarily ri vetted to the present world, 
will hot much delight in a scheme whose 
avowed principle i» to set him above it,-^ 
The dbvioiis consequence of these "hard 
^^jsaylngs" is illustrated by daily ihstanc^s.-^ 
** Have any of the riileris believeil 6n him ?'* 
is a question not confined to the first agfe 
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of his appearalice. Had the mbst dlilight^ 
ened philpsophers of the most :{>dliijh6di 
"nations, collected all the scattei'ed Wit Knd 
'learning of the wbrld into one point in brd^r 
to invent a reh'gion for the salvation of man-* 
Icind^ the doctrine of the cross is perhaps 
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precisely the thing they would never have 
hit upon ; precisely the thing which, being 
offered to them, they would reject. The 
intellectual pride of the philosopher relished 
it as little as the worldly pride of the Jew ; 
for It fla'tterdd Imman wit no more thaii it 
gratified humain grandeur. The self-suffi- 
cieticy 6f great acqun-emetats, and of great 
wealth, 'equally obstructs the reception of 
divine truth into the^hekrt; and whether 
the natural mail be called upon to part 
either frdih " great possessions," or •* high 
^^ imaginations," lie equally goes away sor* 
rowing. 
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CHAPTER V. 

TTie negligent Conduct of Christians no real 
Objection against Christianity. — The rea- 
son why its Effects are not more manifest 
to fVorldly Men^ is, because Believers do 
not lead Christian Lives. — Professors differ 
but little in their Practicefrom Unbelievers.^-^ 
Even real Christians are to(^ diffident and 
timid, and afraid of acting up to their 
Principles. — The Absurdity of the Charge 
commonly brought against religious People, 
that they are too strict. 

It is an objection frequently brought against 
Christianity, that if it exhibited so perfect 
a scheme, if its influences were as strong; 
if its effects were as powerful, as its friends 
pretend, it must have produced more visible 
consequences in the reformation of mankind. 
This is not the place fully to answer this 
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objection, which, like all the other qavils 
against our religion, continues to be urged 
just as importunately as if it never had been 
answered. 

That vice and immorality prevail in no 
small degree in countries professing Christi- 
anity, we need!n6t go out of our own to be 
convinced. But that this is the case only 
because this benign principle is not suffered 
to operate in its full power, will be no less 
obvious to all who are sincere in their 
enquiries : For if we allow . (and who that 
examines impartially can help allowing?) 
that it is the-iiatural tendency of Christi- 
anity to make men better, then it must be 
theaversion from receiving it a» a practical 
principle, and not the fai^lt of the princi- 
ple itself, which prevents them from 
becoming so. 

Those who are acquainted with the effects 
which Christianity actually produced in the 
first ages of the church, when it was re- 
ceived in its genuine purity, and when it 
Ad operate without obstruction, from its 
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|>it>feds(oiis atlet^t, will want no -other prodf 
Af its inherent poorer and efficacy^ At that 
pGtiody its mo^t decided and indnistriotts 
enemy, the emperor Julian, could recom- 
Hn^etid ^ the manners of the GaHteans to the 
iniitation of his P^an high ipriest; thou^gk 
lie liimself, at the same time, was doii^ 
"ei/Wy thiijg w^hich the most inveterate ma* 
Iice» 'sharp^ed hy the acutest wit, and 
hacked by the most absolute ipower, ccmld 
deH^ise, to discredit their doctrines. 

N6r woaM the efficacy of Christianity be 
le^ visible i^w in inflitencing the conduct 
t)f its professors, if its ^doctrines t^ere 
heartily and sincerely received. They 
would, "w^te they of the true genuine cast 
t)f *he Cqspijl, operate on the conduct so 
trifectually, that we should see morals and 
manners growing out of principles, as we 
^ee other con^quences grow out of -their 
proper and natural causes. Let but this great 
•spring have its unohstruc ted play, and therte 
would be little occasion to declaim against 
<this «2icess or that enormity. M the same 
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skill and care which are employed in curing 
sy»)ptoms, were vigorously levelled at the 
internal principle <xf the disease, the morsel 
health would feel the benefit. If that 
attention which is bestowed in lopping the 
redundant and unsightly branches, wert; 
devoted to the cultivation of a sound an^ 
uncorrupt rootv the effect of this labour 
would soon be discovered by the excellence 
of the fruits^ 

For though, even in the highest possible 
exertion of religious principle^ ^nd the most 
diligent practice^ of all its con^equentiaUr^ii^ 
of virtues, man would 9till find evil prppen* 
sities enough, in his fallen ns^ture, to n)ak« ' 
it necessary that he should counteract them, 
by keeping alive his diligence after higher 
attainments, and to quicken his aspirations 
after a better state; yet "the prevailing tem^ 
per would be in general right, the wi}l 
would be in a great measure rectified ; and 
the heart, feeling and acknowledging its 
disease, would apply itself diligently to the 
only remedy. • Thus though even the best 
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men have infirmities enough to deplwe, 
though they commit sins enoiigh to keep 
them deeply humble, and feel more sensibly 
than others the corruption of their nature, 
and the imperfections of that vessel in 
which their heavenly treasure is hid, they 
however have the internal consolation of 
knowing that they shall have to do with a 
merciful Father, who *^ despiseth not the 
" sighing .of the contrite heart, nor the 
" desire of such as be sorrowful ;'* with a 
gracious judge who has been witness to all 
their struggles against sin, and to whom 
they can appeal with Peter for the sincerity 
of their desires — " Lord ! Thou knowest 
" all things. Thou knowest that I love 
Thee;' 

All the Heavy charges which have been 
brought against religion, have been taken 
from the abuses of it. In every other in- 
stance, the injustice of this proceeding 
would be notorious : but there is a general 
want of candour in the judgment of men on 
this subject, which we do not find them 
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exercise on other occasions ; that of thr6w- 
^ ing the fault of the erring or ignorant pro^ 
lessor on the profession itself. 

It does not derogate from the honourable 
profession of arms, that there, are cowards 
and braggarts in the army. If any man 
lose his estate by the chicanery of an attor* 
ney, or his health by the blunder of a phy- 
sician, it is commonly said that the one was 
a disgrace to his business, and the other 
was ignorant of it; but no one therefore 
concludes as a natural inference, that law 
and physic are contemptible professions. 

Christianity alone is obliged to bear all 
the obloquy incurred by the misconduct of 
its followers; to sustain all the reproach 
"" excited by ignorant, by fanatical, by super- 
stitious, or hypocritical professors. But 
whoever accuses it of a tendency to pro- 
duce the errors of these professors, must 
have picked up his opinion any where 
rather than in the New Testament ; which 
Book being the only authentic history of 
Christianity, is that which candour would 
naturally consult for information. 



V 
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]^ut as worldly and ii^religious in^ d^^ 
not draw their notions fron^ that pure fou^- 
tain, but from the polluted stream pf human 
practice ; as they form their judgment of 
divine truth from the conduct of those vho 
pretend to be enlightened by it ; son^e cha- 
y citable allowance mwt be made for the cqQ'^ 
tempt wVich they entertain for Christianity, 
wl^en they see what poor eifects it produ9.e3 
in t}ie lives of the generality of professing 
Christians. What do they ordinarily 
pbserve there which c^n lead thcni tp enter- 
tain very ]ngh ideas of the principle^ which 
give birth to such practices ? 

Do men of the world discover any 
in^rl^ed, ^ny decided difference between 
the conduct pf nominal Christian^ and that 
pf the rest of their neighbourly, who pretend 
to po religion at all ? Dp they sep, in the 
daily lives of such, any greiat abundance qf 
thos!5 fruits by which they have beard be- 
lievers arc to be kpown ? On thie contrary, 
do they not discern in them the fianifi 
WLxipns ftnd unwearied pursuit afte? thp 
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things of earth, as in those who do not pro- 
fess to have any thought of heaven ? Do 
not they see them labour as sedulously in 
the interests of a debasing and frivolous 
dissipation, as those who do not pretend to 
have any nobler object in view ? Is there 
not the same eagerness to plunge into all 
softs of follies themselves, and the same 
unrighteous speed in introducing their chil- 
dren to themj as if they had never entered 
into a solemn engagement to renounce 
them ? Is there not the same self-indul- 
gence, the same luxury, and the same pas- 
sionate attachment to the things of this 
world' in them^ as is visible in those who do 
not look for another ? 

Do not thoughtless neglect, and habitual 
carelessness answer, as to society, all the ends 
of the most decided infidelity ? Between 
the bs|.rely decent and the openly profane 
there is indeed this difference, — ^Thai the 
one, by making no profession, deceives 
nt ither the world nor his own heart ; while 
the other, by entrenching himself in forms, 
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£incies that he does something, and thanks 
God thfit " he is not like this publican." 
The one only shuts his eyes upon the 
danger which the other despises. 
. But these unfruitful professors woyld do 
well to recollect that, by a conduct so little 
worthy of ^their high calling, they not only 
violate themselves the law to which th^y 
have vowed obedience, but occasion many 
to disbelieve or to despise it; that they are 
thus in a great measure accountable for the 
infidelity of others, and of course will have 
to answer for more than their own personal 
offences. For did tliey in any respect live 
vp to the principles they prjofess ; did they 
adorn the doctrines of Christianity by a life 
in any degree consonant to their faith ; did 
they exhibit any thing of the " beauty of 
^ioliness"in their daily conversation ; tjiey 
would then give such a demonstrative proof, 
not only of the sincerity of their own obedi-* 
ence, but of. the brightness of that divine 
light by which they profess to walk, that 
the most determined upbeli^ver would at 
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I^t )i>egin to thiQk there must be something 
ifi a religion of which the eifects were so 
visible, and the fruits so amiable; and. 
Hiight in Ujn^ be led to •* glorify," not 
tfiem, not the imperfect doers of these works^ 
l^i^t ** their Father which is in heaven." 
Wl>€;-eas, as things are at present carried on,. 
%}\e obvious conclusion must be, either that 
Christians do not believe in the religion 
they profess, or that there is no truth in 
the religion itself, or that it is of no potency 
to influence practice. 

for, will he not naturally say, that if its- 
influences were so predominantj its conse- 
quences must be more evident? that if the 
prize held out were really so bright, those 

» 

who truly believe so, would surely do 
something, and sacrifice something to ob* 
tain it ? 

This effect of the careless conduct of be- 
lievcrs qn the hearts of others, will probably 
be a heavy aggravation of their own guilt 
at the final reckoning :t— and there 13 np 
negligent Christian qan guess where the jn- 
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fection of his example may stop ; or how 
remotely it may be pleaded as a palliation 
of the sins of others, who either may think 
themselves safe while they are only doin^ 
what Christians allow themselves 'to do ; or 
who may adduce a Christian's habituial 
violation of the divine law, as a presump- 
tive evidence that there is no truth in 
Christianity. 

This swells the amount of the actual mis* 
chief beyond calculation ; and there is 
something terrible in the idea of this sort of 
indefinite evil, that the careless Christian 
can never know the extent of the contagion 
which he spreads, nor the multiplied 
infection which they may communicate in 
their turn, whom his disorders first cor- 
rupted. 

And there is this farther aggravation of 
his offence, that he will not only be 
answerable for all the positive evils of which 
his example is the cause ; but for the omis- 
sion of all the probable good which might 
have be^n called forth in others, had hi$ 
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actions been consistent with his profession. 
What a strong, what an almost irresistible 
conviction, would it carry to the hearts of 
unbelievers, if they beheld that characteristic 
difference in the ^manners of Christians^ 
which their profession gives one a right to 
expectj-r-^if they saw that disinterestedness, 
that humility, sober-mindedness, tempe- 
rance, simplicity, and sincerity, which are 
the unavoidable fruits of a genuine faith, 
and which the Bible has taught them to 
expect in evisry Christian ! . 

But, while a man talks like a saint, and 
yet lives like a sinner ; while he professes to 
believe like an apostle, and yet leads the 
life of a sensualist ; while he talks of an 
^rdent faith, and yet exhibits a cold and low 
practice; while he boasts himself the dis- 
iciple of a meek Master, and yet is as much 
a slave to his passions as they who acknow- 
ledge no such authority ; while he appears 
the proud professor of an humble religion, 
or the intemperate champion of a self-deny- 
ing religion, or the covetous advocate of a 
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disinterested religion, such a mati brings 
Christianity into disrepute, confirms those 
in error who might have been awakened to 
conviction, strengthens doubt into disbelief, 
and haixlens indifference into contempt. 

Even among those of a better cast and a 
purer principle, the excessive restraints of 
timidity, caution, and that " fear of mati, 
" which bringeth a snare," confine, and 
almost stifle the generous spirit of an ardent 
exertion in the cause of religion. Christi- 
anity may pathetrcially expostulate, that it 
is not always " an open enemy which dis- 
" honours her,** but her " familiar friend/' 
And, *' what dost thou more than others ?^ 
is a question which even the good and wor- 
thy should often ask themselves, in order t6 
quicken their 2eal; to prevent the total 
stagnation of unexerted principles, on thfe 
one hand; or the danger, on the other, 
of their being driven down the gulph of 
ruin by the unresisted and confluent tides of 
temptation, fashion, and example. 

In a very strict and mortified age, of 
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which a scrupulous severity was the predo- 
minant character, precautions against an 
excessive zeal might, and doubtless would, 
be a wholesome and prudent measure. But 
in these times 6f relaxed principle and frigid 
indifference, to see people so vigilantly on 
their guard against? the imaginary mischiefs 
of enthusiasm, while they run headlong 
into the real opposite perils of a destructive 
•licentiousness, reminds us of the one-eved 
animal in the fable; who, living on the 
banks of the ocean, never fancied he could 
be destroyed any way but by drowning: 
but, while he kept that one eye constantly 
fixed on the sea, on which side he con- 
cluded all the peril lay, he was devoured by 
an enemy on the dry land, from which quar- 
ter he never suspected any danger. 

Are not the mischiefs of an enthusiastic 
piety insisted on with as much earnestness, 
as if an extravagant devotion were really the 
prevailing propensity? Is not the necessity 
of moderation as vehemently urged as if ^n 
intemperate zeal were the epidemic dis- 
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temper of the great world ? as if all our 
apparent danger and natural bias lay on the 
side of a too rigid austerity, which required 
the discreet and constant counteraction of 
an opposite principle ? Would not a stranger 
be almost tempted to imagine, from the fre- 
quent invectives againsUextreme strictness, 
that abstraction from the world, and a mo- 
nastic rage for retreat, were the ruling ,tem- 
per ? that we were in some danger of seeing, 
our places of diversion abandoned, and the 
enthusiastic scenes of the Holy Fathers of 
the desert acted over again by the frantic 
and uncontrollable devotion of our young 
persons of fashion? 

It is not to be denied, that enthusiasm is 
an evil to which the more religious of the 
lower class are peculiarly exposed , and this 
from a variety of causes, upon which this 
is not the place to enlarge. " But who will 
be hardy enough to assert, that the class we 
are now addressing commonly fall into the 
same error ? In order to establish the fact, or 
to overthrow the assertion, let each fashion- 
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ftjble reader confess whether, withiathe sphere 
of his own observation, the charge be re- 
alized. Let each bring this vague accusation 
specifically home to his own acquaintance. 
Let him honestly declare what proportion of 
noble (enthusiasts, what number of honour- 
able fanatics, his own personal knowlege of 
the great world supplies him with. Let him 
compare the list of his enthusiastic with 
thatof his luxurious friends, of his fanatical 
with his irreligious acquaintance, of "the 
^' righteous over much" with such as " care 
" for none of these things ;" of the strict 
and precise with that of the loose and irre* 
gular, of those who beggar themselves by 
their pious alms with those who injure their 
fortune by extravagance ; of those who 
" are lovers of God" with those who are 
'Movers of pleasure." Let him declare 
, whether he sees more of his own associates 
swallowed up in gloomy medita£y)n or 
immersed in sensuality ; whether more are 
the slaves of superstitious observances, or of 
worldly ambition. 



/ 
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Surely those who addless the rich and 
great in the way of exhortation and reproof, 
would Ao particularly well to define exactly 
what is indeed the prevailing character; lest, 
for wantof such discrimination they should 
heighten the disease they might wish t6 
cure, and increase the bias they would 
desire to counteract, by addressing to the 
voluptuary cautions which belong to tl^ 
hermit, and thus aggravate his already 
inflamed appetites by invectives against an 
€vil of which he is in little danger. ' 

If, however, superstition, where it really 
does exist, injures religion, and we' grant 
that it greatly injures it, yet we insist that 
scepticism injures it no less : for to deride, 
or to omit, any of the component parts of 
Christian faith, is surely not a less fatal 
evil than making uucommanded additions 
to it. 

Again, if enthusiasm disfigures Chris- 
tianity, and we grant that it greatly 
disfigures it, yet surely those vvho reject 
Christianity, or who live as if there were 
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no Christianity in the world, can never 
prove themselves to be right, because they 
can easily prove enthusiasm to be wrong. 

It is seriously to be regretted in an age 
like the present, remarkable for indifference 
in religion and levity in manners, and which 
stands so much in need of lively patterns of 
fitm and resolute piety, it is I say to be 
regretted, that many who rfeally are 
Christians on the soberest conviction, 
should hot appear more openly and deci- 
dedly on the side, they have espoused; 
that they should assimilate so very much with 
the manners of those about them — which 
manners they yet scruple not to disapr 
prove — and, instead of an avowed but 
prudent stedfastness, which might draw 
over the others, appear evidently fearful of 
being thought precise and over scrupulous ; 
and actually seem to disavow their right 
principles, by concessions and accommo- 
dations not strictly consistent with them. 
They often seem cautiously afraid of doing 
too muchf and going too Jar ; and the dan- 
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gerous plea, the necessity oHiving like other 
peopky of being like the rest of the world, 
and the propriety of not being particular, 
is brought as a reasonable apology for a 
too yielding and indiscriminate conformity. 
But, at a time when almost all areisink- 
ing into the prevailing corruption^ how 
beautiful a rare^ a single integrity is, let thp 
instance of I^ot standing out against a 
whole polluted city, of Noah, resisting th? 
torrent of a whole polluted world decUre I 
And to those with whom a poem ia ^n 
liigher authority than the Pible^ l^t me 
recommend the most animated picture of a 
righteous singularity that ever was de* 
lineated, in 



•Tlie Seraph Abdiel, faithful foun4 



Among the faithless, faithful only he 

Among innumerable false^ unmov*d. 

Unshaken, unseduc*d, unterrifj'd. 

His loyalty he kept, his love and zeal : 

Nor NUMBERS, nor examples with him wrought 

To swerve from truths or change his constant mind, 

Tho* SINGLE. Par. Lost, B. iv. 
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Few indeed of the more onlerly and de- 
cent ^ave aiiy objection to that degree of 
religion which is compatible with their 
general acceptance with others, or the full 
enjoyment of their own pleasures. For a 
formal and ceremonious exercise t!)f the 
outward duties of Christianity may not 
only be kept up without. exciting censure, 
but will even procure a certain respect and 
confidence ; and is not quite irreconcileablc 
with a voluptuous and dissipated life. So 
far many go; and so far, as ** godliness is 
'* profitable to the life that i>," it passes 
not only without reproach, but secures 
approbation. 

^ But as soon as men begin to consider 
religious exercises not as a decency, but an 
indispensable duty ; not as a commutation 
for a self-denying life, but as a means to pro- 
mote a holy temper and a virtuous conduct ; 
as soon as they feel disposed to carry the 
effect of their devotion into their daily life; 
as soon as their principles discover them- 
selves, by leading them to withdraw from 
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thpse ^euQs, and abstain frojno those actions 
in which the gay: place their supreme happi- 
?iess; .as soon a:^ something is to be done^ 
^Qd sojnething ia to be parted tvith^ then the 
world begins to take offence, and to stig- 
ipati?5^ the activityi^ of that pi^ty whiqh had 
been commended a3 long as it remained ina- 
perativcy and had only evaporated in words. 

Wh^n religion, like the vital principle, 
takes its seat in the heart, and sends out 
supplies of life and heat to every part; dif- 
fuses motion, spirit, soul, . and vigour^ 
through the whole circulation^ and informs 
and animates the whole man ; w:hen it ope- 
rates on the practice, influences the couver- 
^ation, breaks out into a lively zeal for the 
honour of God, and the best interests of 
?aankind, — then the sincerity of heart or 
the sanity of mind, of that person will 
become questionable ; and it must be owing 
to a very fortunate combination of circum- 
stances indeed, if he can at once preserve the 
character of parts and piety ; if he caii 



retain ;the reputation of a man of 3Ctis^ lifter 
he has acquired that of a Christian. 
^ It is surely a folly to talk of being too 
holy, too strict, or too good.. Where there, 
really happens to appear sooie foundation 
for ihe charge of enthusiasm, as there are. 
indeed sometimesi in good people eccentri- 
cities which justify the censure, we may 
depend upon it, that it proceeds from some 
defect in the judgment, and not from any 
excess in the piety: for in goodness there 
is no excels : and it is as preposterous to 
say that any one is too good, or too pious, 
as that he is^too wise, too strong, or too 
healthy; since the highest point in all these 
is only the perfection of that quality which 
we admired in a lower degree. There may 
be an imprudent^ but there cannot be a super- 
abundant goodness. An ardent imagination 
may mislead a rightly-turned heart; and a 
weak intellect may incline the best inten- 
tioned to ascribe too much value to things 
of comparatively s^all importan<(?e. Such 
a one not having discernment (Enough tp p^r- 
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ceive where the force and stress of duty lie, 
may inadvertently discredit religion by a 
too scrupulous exactness in points of small 
intrinsic value. And even well-meaning 
men as well as 'hypocrites may think they 
liave done a meritorious service when their 
" mint'' and " anise" are rigorously tithed. 
But, in observing the •* weightier matters 
" of the law," in the adoption of the grand 
-peculiarities of the Gospel, in the practice of 
universal holiness, in the love of God, there 
can be no possibility of exceeding, while 
there is no limitation in the command. We 
are in no danger of loving our neighbour 6ef- 
ter than ourselves ; and let us remember that 
we do not go beyond, but fall short of the 
command, while we love him kss. If we 
were commanded to love God with some of 
our heart, with part of our soul, and 2i portion 
of our strength, there would then be some 
colour for those perpetual cavils about the 
proportion of love and the degree of obe- 
dience which are due to him. But, as the 
command is so definite^ so absolute, so com* 



f>l^heiisive, so entire, nothing can be more 
absurd than that unmeaning, but not-unfre- 
quent charge, brought against I'digious 
persons, that they are too strict. It is in 
effect saying, that they love <xod too much, ^ 
and ^rv€ him too well ; that -their hearts a^e 
too intently fixed on heaven, and their 
thoughts too sedulously bent on the way to 
get thithen * 

The foundation of this silly censure is 
commonly laid in thefirst principles of edu* 
cation, where an early separation is syste** 
^maticalty made between piety and pleasure* 
One of the first baits held out for the encou- 
ragement of children is/ that when they , 
have done their duty, they will be Enti- 
tled to some pleasure ; thus forcibly dis- 
joining what i^hould' be considered as inse- 
parable. And there is not a more com- 
mon justification of that idle and dissipated 
manner in which the second half of the 
Sunday is commonly spent, even^by those 
who make a conscience of spending the 
-former part propeily, than thiat, ** tiow they 
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" have done their duty, they may take their 
" pleasure." 

But while Christian observances are con^ 
sidered as .tasks, which are to be got over 
to entitle us to something. more pleasant ; 
as a burthen which we must endure in 
order to propitiate an inexorable Judge, 
who makes a hard bargain with his creatures, 
and allows them just so much amusement in 
pay for so much drudgery, — we must not 
wonder that such low views are entertained 
of Christianity, and that a religious life is 
reprobated as strict and rigid* 

But to him who acta! from the nobler 
motive of love, and the animating power of 
the Christian hope, the exercise is the 
reward, the permission is the privilege, the 
work is the wages. He does not carve out 
$ome miserable pleasure, and stipulate for 
some meagre diversion, to pay himself for 
the hard performance of bis duty, who in 
that very performance experiences thehigh-^ 
est pleasure ; and feels the truest gratification 
of which bis nature is capable^ in devoting 
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the noblest part of that nature to His ser- 
irice, to whom he owes all, because from 
Him he has received alL 

This reprobated strictness, therefore, so 
far from being the source of discomfort 

and misery, as is pretended, is in reality the 
true cause of actual enjoyment, by laying 
the axe to the root of all those turbulent 
and uneasy passions, the unreserved and 
yet imperfect gratification of which does so 
much more tend to disturb our happiness, 
than that self-government which Christi* 
anity enjoins. 

But all precepts seem rigorous, all obser- 
vances are really hard, where there is not in 
the heart an entire conviction of God*s right 
to our obedience, and an internal principle 
of faith and love to make that obedience 
pleasant. A religious life is indeed a hard 
bondage to one immersed in the practices of 
the world, and under the dominion pf its 
appetites and passions. To a real Christian, 
it is " perfect freedom." He does not 
now abstain from such and such things, 

Q S 



merely because they are f(>ibidden> as he 
did in the first stages of feis progress, bat 
because his soul has no longer any pleasure 
in them. And it would be the severest of 
^i\ punishments to oblige him to return to 
thos^B practices, from which he once ab- 
stained with difficulty, and through the less 
lioble principle of fear. 

Thiele is riot therefore , perhaps a greater 
mistake than that common notion enter- 
tained by the more Orderly part of tlie 
fashionable world, that a little religion will 
make people happy, but that an high de- 
gree of it is incompatible with all Enjoy- 
ment. For surely that religion can add 
little to a man's happiness which restrains 
Tiim from the commission of a wrong action 
l)ut which does^ not pretend to extinguisk 
thie bad principle from which the act prb- 
ceeded. A religion which ties the hainfe, 
without changing the heart ; \vhich, like 
the hell of Tantalus, subdues not the desire 
yet forbids the gratification, is indeed a 
most uncomfortable religion : and sdcfe a 
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religion, though it may gain a man some- 
thing on the side of reputation, will give 
him but little iuward comfort. For what 
true peace can that heart enjoy which is 
left a prey to that temper which produced 
the evil, even though terror or sh^me may 
have prevented the outward act- 

That people devoted to the pursuits o,f a 
v?iin and voluptuous life, should conceive of 
religion as a difficult and even uxiattainal;ile 
state, it is easy to believe. That they 
should conceive of \\ as an ui^happy state, 
is the consvmimation of their error 
and their ignorance : for that - a rqtioiial 
"being should have his understanding 
enlightened; that an immortal being 
should have his views extended and 
enlarged ; that a helpless being should have 
the consciousness of assistance, a ^iw/w/being 
the prospect of pardon, or a fallen one the 
assurance of restoration, does not seem a 
probable ground of unhappinpss : and on 
any other subject but religion such reason- 
ing would not be admissible. 
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CHAPTER. VL 

A Stranger, from observing the fashimable 
Mode of Life, would not take this to be a 
Christian Country. — Lvoes of Professing 
Christians examined, by a Comparison with 
the Gospel. — Christianity not made the 
Rule of Life, even by those who profess to 
receive it as an Object of Faith. — Tem- 
porizing Writers contribute to lower the 
Credit of Christianity. — Loose Harangues 
on Morals not caculated to -reform the 
Heart. 

The Christian religion is not intended, 
as some of its fashionable professors seem to 
fand^, to operate as a charm, a talisman, 
or incantation, and to produce its effect by 
our pronouncing certain mystical words, 
attending at certain consecrated places, and 
• performing certain hallowed ceremonies; 
but it is an active, vital, influential f rin- 
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-ciple, operating on the hearty restraining the 
desires, affecting the general conduct, and 
as much regulating our commerce with the 
world, our business, pleasures, and enjoy- 
^^ ments, our conversations, designs, and ac- 
tions, as our behaviour in public worship, 
or even in private devotion. 

That the effects of such a principle are 
strikingly visible in the lives and manners 
of the generality of those who give the law 
to fashion, will not perha|>s be insisted on. 
And indeed the whole present system of 
fashionable life is utterly destructive of 
seriousness. To instance only in the' grow- 
ing habit of frequenting great assemblies, 
which is generally thought insignificant, and 
Is in effect so vapid, that one almost wonders 
how it can be dangerous ; — it would excite 
laughter, because we are so broken into the 
J habit, wJN^ere I to insist on the immorality of 
passing one's whole life in a crowd. — But 
those promiscuous myriads which compose 
the society, falsely so called, of the gay 
world J who are brought together without 
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esteem, remain without pleasure, and pari 
witbout regret ; who live in a round of di* 
ijersions, the possession of which is so joy less> 
though the absence is. so insupportable ; 
these, by the raeve force of incessant and in- 
discriminate association, weaken, and in 
time wear out, the best feelings and af- 
fections of the human heart. .And the 
mere spirit of dissipation, thus contrajcted 
from invariable habit, even detached froro 
alHts concomitant evils is in itself as hostile 
to a religious spirit as more positive and 
Actual offences, Far be it from me to say 
that it is as criminal;! only insist that it is 
as opposite to that heavenly^mindedness 
trhich is the essence of the Christian temper, 
IiCt us suppose an ignorant and unprejU"* 
diced spectator, who slwuld have been 
taiight the theory of all the religions 
on the globe^ brought hither from the 
otlier hemi^here. Set him down in the 
politest part of our capital, and let him 
determine, if h6 can, except from what he 
$baU seem interwoven m the texture of our 
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lnws, and kept up in the service of our 
churches, to what particular religion we 
belong. Let hitn not mix entirely with the 
"most flagitious, but only with the most 
fashioinable ; at least, let him keep what 
they themselves call the best company. Let 
him scrutinize into the manners, customs, 
conversations, habits, and diversions, most 
in vogue, and then infer from all he haa 
seen and heard, what is the established reli* 
gion of the land. 

That it could not be the Jewish he would 
soon discover ; for of rites, ceremonies, and 
external observances, he would J;race but 
slender remains. He would be equally con* 
vinced that it could not be the religion of 
*01d Greece and Rome ; for that enjoined 
reverence to the gods, and inculcated obe- 
dience to the laws. His most probable 
conclusion would be in favour of the Maho- 
metan faith, did not the excessive indulgence 
of some of the most distinguished, in an 
article of intemperance prohibited even by 
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the sensual Prophet of Arabia, defeat (hat 
conjecture. 

How will the petrified inquirer be 
astonished, if he were told that all these 
gay , thoughtless, luxurious, dissipated per- 
sons, professed a religion meek, spiritual, 
self-denying; of which humility^ poverty 
of spirit, a renewed mind, and noncon- 
formity to the world, were specific dis^ 
tinctions ! 

When he saw the sons of men of fortune, 
scarcely old enough to be sent to school, 
admitted to be spectators of the turbulent 
and imnatural diversions of racing and 
gaming ; and the almost infant-daughters, 
even of wise and virtuous mothers (an in- 
novation ^bich fashion herself forbade till 
now) carried with most unthrifty antici- 
pation to the frequent and late protracted 
ball,— would he believe that we were of a 
religion which has required from these very 
parents, a solemn vow that these children 
should be bred up "in the nurture and ad* 
"monition of the Lord?" That they 
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sliould constantly *' believe God's holy 
** word, and kieep his commandments ?" . 

When he observed the turmoils of am- 
bition, the competitions of vanity, the 
ardent thirst for the possession of wealth, 
and the wild misapplication of it when 
possessed ; how could he persuade himself 
that all these anxious pursuers of present 
enjoyment were the disciples of a Master 
who exhibited the very character and' 
essence of his religion, as it were in a 
motto — *^ My Kingdom is not of this 
World?" 

When he beheld those nocturnal clubs, 
so subversive of private virtue and domestic 
happiness, would he conceive that wc 
were of a religion which in express terms 
/^ exhorts young men to be sober-minded?'* 

When he saw those magnificent and 
brightly-illuminated structures which de- 
corate and disgrace the very precincts of 

■ 

the royal residence (to free itself from all 
these pollutions;) when he behel4 the 
nightly offerings made to the demon of 
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play on whose cruel altar the fortune and^ 
happiness of wives and children are offered 
up without remorse ; would he not con- 
clude that we were of some of those bar- 
barous religions which enjoin unnatural 
sacrifices, and whose horrid deities are 
appeased with nothing less than human 
victims ? * 

Now ought we not to pardqn our 
imaginary spectator, if he should not at 
once conclude that all the various descrip- 
tions of persons above noticed professed the 
Christian religion ; supposing him to have 
no other way of determining but by the 
conformity of their manners^to that rule by 
which he had undertaken to judge them ? 
We indeed ourselves must judge with a 
certain latitude, and candidly take the 
present state of society into the account; 
which, in some few instances perhaps, 
must be allowed to dispense with that lite- 
ral strictness, which more peculiarly be- 
longed to the first ages of the Gospel. 

But as this is really a Chri$tian country, 
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professing to enjoy the purest fkith in the 
purest form, it cannot be uniieasonable to 
go a liltle farther, and inquire whether 
Christianity, however firmly established 
and generally professed in it, is really prac- 
tised by that order of fashionable persons, 
who, while they are absorbed in the de- 
lights of the world, and their whole souls 
devoted to the pursuit of pleasure, yet still 
arrogate to tliem selves the honourable 
name of Christians, and occasionally 
testify their claim to this high character, 
by a general profession of their belief in, 
and a decent occasional compMance with 
the forms of religion, and the ordinances 
of our church ? 

This inquiry must ^be^ made, not by a 
comparison with the state of Christianity 
in other countries ; (a mode always fal- 
lacious whether adopted by nations or in- 
dividuals is that of comparing themselves 
with those who are still worse;) nor must 
it be made from any notions drawn from 
cuiStom, decency, ^or any otlier human 
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standard ; but from a scripture view of 
what real religion is } — from any one of 
those striking and comprehensiye repre- 
sentations of it which may be found con- 
densed in so many single passages of the 
sacred writings. 

Whoever then looks into the Book of 
God, and observes its prevailing spirit, and 
then looks into that part of the world 
imder consideration, will not surely be 
thought veiy censorious, if he pronounce 
that the conformity between them does not 
seem to be very striking; and that the 
manners q|f the one do not very evidently 
appear to be dictated by the spirit of the 
' other. Will he discover that the Christian 
religion is so much as pretended to be made 
the rwfc of life even by that decent order 
who profess not to have discarded it as an 
object of faith? Do even the more regular, 
who neglect not public observances, con- 
sider Christianity as the measure of their 
actions? Do even what the world calls 
religious persons employ their time, their 
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abilities, &nd their fortune, as talents 
for which they however confess they 
believe themselves accountable; or do they 
in any respect live, I will not say up to their 
profession (for what human being does so ?) 
but in any consistency with it, or even with 
an eye to its predominant tendencies? 
Do persons in general of this description 
seem to consider the peculiar doctrines of 
the Gospel as any thing more than a form 
of words, necessary indeed to be repeated, 
and proper to be believed ? But do they 
consider them as necessary to be adopted 
into a governing principle of aq|^on ? 

Is it acting a consistent part to declare in 
the solemn assemblies that they are " miser- 
** able offenders," and that ^^ there is no 
" health in them," and yet never in their 
daily lives to discover any symptom of that 
humility and self-abasement, which should 
naturally be implied in such a declaration ? 

Is it reasonable or compatible, I will not 
say with piety, but with good sense, earnestly 
to lament having " followed the devices and 
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" desires of their own hearts^' and ihm 
deliberately to plunge into such a torpent 
of dissipations as clearly indicates that they 
do not struggle to oppose ^/le of these de- 
vices, to resist one of these desires ? I daire 
not say this is hypocrisy, I do not believe 
it is, but surely it is inconsistency. 

"Be ye not conformed to this worid,*' 
is a leading principle in the book they aCt 
knowledge as their guide. But after un- 
resistingly assenting to this as a doctrinal 
truths at church, — how absurd would they 
think any one who should expect them to 
adopt it Ihto their practice ! Perhaps the 
whole law of God does not exhibit a single 
precept more expressly, more steadily, and 
more uniformly rejected by the class in 
question. If it mean any thing, it can 
hardly be consistent with that mode of life 
emphatically distinguished by the appella- 
tion of fashionable. 

Now, would it be much more ab^ufd 
( for any other reas6n but because it is not 
the custom) if our legislators were t© meet 
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one day in every week, gravely to read 
over all the obsolete statutes and rescinded 
acts of parliament, than it is for the order; 
of persons of the abpve description to as- 
semble every Sunday, to profess their belief 
in and submission to a system of principles 
which they do not so much as intend shall 
be binding on their practice ? 
^ But to continue our inquiry, — There is 
not a more common or more intelligible de- 
finition of human dutv, than that of " Fear 
" God, and keep his commandments.'* 
Now, as to the first of these inseparable 
precepts, can we, with the utmott stretch 
of charity, be very forward to conclude 
that God is really " very greatly feared,'* 
in secret, by those who give too manifest 
indications that they live " without him in 
** the world ?" And as to the latter pre- 
cept, which naturally grows out of the 
other — without noticing any of the flagrant 
breaches of the moral law, let us only con- 
fine ourselves to the allowed, general, and 
notorious violation of the third and fourth 

It 
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Commandments, by the higher as well as^by 
the lower orders ; breaches so flagrant, that 
they Force themselves on the observation of 
the most inattentive, too palpably to be 
either unnoticed or palliated. > 

Shall we have reason to change our 
' opinion if we take that divine representation 
of the sum and substance of religion, and 
apply it as a touchstone in the presenjt 
trial, — " Thou shalt love ihe Lord thy God 
" with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, 
"and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
" strength, and thy neighbour as thyself?^ 
Now, judging by inference, do wc see 
many public proofs of that heavenly-roind- 
cdness which would be the inevitable effect 
of such a fervent and animated dedication 
of all the powers, faculties,, arid affections 
of the soul to him who gave it ? And, as 
to the great rule of social duty expressed in 
the second clause, do we observe as much 
of that considerate kindness, that pure disin- 
terestedness, that conscientious attention to 
the comfort of other's, especially of depepd-* 
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ents and inferiors, as might be expected 
from those who enjoy the privilege of so 
unerring a standard of conduct ? a standard 
which, if impartially consulted, must make 
our kindness to others bear an exact pro- 
portion to our self-love : a rule in which 
Christian principle, operating on human 
sensibility, could not fail to decide aright 
in every supposable case. For no man can 
doubt how he ought to act towards another, 
while the inward-corresponding suggestions 
of conscience and feeling concur in letting 
him know how he would wish, in a change 
of circumstances,, that others should act 
towards him. 

Or suppose we take a more detailed sur- 
vey, by a third rule, which indeed is no^ 
so much the principle as the effect of piety — 
*^ True religion, and undefiled, before God 
" and the Father, is this: to visit the 
*^ fatherless and widows in their affliction^ 
" and to keep himself unspotted Jrom the 
** worlds Now,' if Christianity insists that 
obedience to the latter injunction be the 

R 2 
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trae evidence of the sincerity of those who 
fulfil the former, is the beneficence of the 
fashionable world very strikingly illustrated 
by this spotless purity, this exemption from 
the pollutions of the world, which is here 
declared to be its invariable concomitant ? 

But if we were to venture to take our 
estimate with a view more immediately evan- 
gelical ; if we presumed to look for that 
genuine Christianity which consists in 
" repentance towards God, and faith io our 
" Lord Jesus Christ ;" to insist that, what- 
ever natural religion and Jashwnable reli- 
gion may teach^ it is the peculiarity of the 
Christian religion to humble the sinner and 
exalt the Saviour; to insist that not only 
the grossly flagitious, but that all have sin- 
ned ; that all are by nature in a state of 
condemnation r that all stand in need of 
mercy, of which there is no hope but on the 
Gospel terms ; that eternal life is promised 
to those only who accept it on the offered 
conditions of " faith, repentance, and 
renewed obedience ;" — if we were to insist 
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oa such evidences of our Christianity as 
these; if we were to express these doctrines 
in plain scriptural terms, without lowering, 
qualifying, disguising, or doing them away ; 
if we were to insist on this belief, and its 
implied and corresponding practices! we 
are aware that, with whatever condescend- 
ing patience this little tract might have 
been so far perused, many a fashionable 
reader would here throw it aside, as having 
now detected the palpable enthusiast, the 
abettor of " strange doctrines," long ago 
consignejd over by the liberal and the polite 
to bigots and fanatics. And yet, if the 
Bible be true, this is a simple and faithful 
description of Christianity. 

Surely, men forget that we are urging 
them upon their own principles ; that while 
we are pressing them with motives drawn 
from Christianity, they seem to have as 
little concern in thdfie motives as if they 
themselves were of another religion. It is 
not a name that will stand us in stead. It 
^ not merely glorying in ^ the title of 
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Christians, While we are living in the neglect 
of its precepts; it is not valuing ourselves 
on the profession of religion as creditable, 
while we reject the power of it as fanatical, 
that will save us. In any other circum- 
stance of life it would be accounted absurd 
to have a set of propositions, principles, 
statutes, or fundamental articles, and not 
to make them the ground of our acting as 
well as of our reasoning. In these supposed 
instances the blame would lie in the con- 
tradiction ; in religion it lies in the agree^ 
ment. Strange ! that to act in consequence 
of received and acknowledged principles, 
should be accounted weakness! Strange, 
that what alone is truly consistent, should 
be branded as absurd ! Strange that men 
must really forbear to act rationally, only 
that they may not be reckoned mad ! 
Strange, that they should be commended 
for having prayed in the excellent words of 
the Bible and of our church, for ** a clean 
** heart, and a right spirit;" and yet, if 
they gave any sign of such a transfor- 
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mation of heart, they should be accounted, 
if not ffintastical, at least, singular, weak^ 
or melancholy men. 

After having, however, jus(t ventured to 
hint at what are indeed the humbling 
doctrines of the gospel, the doctrines to 
which alone eternal life is promised, we 
shall in deep humility forbear to enlarge 
on ^is part,of the subject, which has been 
exhausted by the labours of wise and pious 
.men in all ages. Unhappily, however, the 
most awakening of these writers are not 
the favourite guests in the closets of the 
more fashionable Christians ; who, when 
they happoi to be more seriously disposed 
than ordinary, are fond of finding out 
some middle kind of reading, which re- 
commends some half-M'^ay state, something 
between Paganism and Christianity, sus- 
pending the mind, like the position of 
Mahomet's tomb, between earth and 
heaven : — a kind of reading which, - 
while it quiets . the conscience by being on 
the side of morals, neither awakens fear. 
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fior alarms security. By dealing in gene- 

w 

rals, it comes home to the hearts of none : 
it flatters the passions of the reader, by 
ascribing high merit to the performance of 
certain right actions, and the forbearance 
from certain wrong ones ; among which, 
that reader must be very unlucky indeed 
who does not find some performances and 
some forbearances of his own. It at once 
enables him to keep heaven in his eye, and 
the world in his heart. It agreeably repre- 
sents the readers to themselves as amiable 
persons, guilty indeed of a few faults, but 
never as condemned sinners under sentence 
of death. It commonly abounds with high 
encomiums on the dignity of human nature; 
the good effects of virtule and health, for- 
tune, and reputation ; the dangers of a 
blind zeal, the mischiefs of enthusiasm, and 
the folly of singularity, with various other 
kindred sentiments ; which, if they do not 
fall in of themselves with the corruptions 
of our nature, may, by a little warping, be 
easily accommodated to them^ 
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These are the too successful practices of 
certain lukewarm and temporising writers, 
who have become popular by blunting the 
edge of that heavenly- tempered weapon, 
whose salutarj' keenness, but for their " de- 
" ceitful handling,*' would oftener^'pierce to 
" the dividing asunder of soul and spirit." 

But those severer preachers of righteous- 
ness, who disgust by applying too closely to 
the conscience; who probe the inmost 
heart, and lay open all its latent peccancies ; 
who treat of principles as the only certain 
source of manners ; who lay the axe to the 
root, oftener than the pruning knife to the 
branch ; who insist much and often on the 
great leading truths, that man is a fallen 
creature; whcf must be restored, if he be 
restored at all, by means very little flatter- 
ing to human pride, — such heart-searching 
writers as these will seldom find access to 
the houses and hearts of the more modish 
Christians, unless they happen to owe their 
admission to some subordinate quality of 
jrtyle ; unless they can captivate, with the 
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seducing graces of language, those well-bred 
readers, who are childishly amusing them- 
selves with the garnishi when they arc 
perishing for want of food ; who are search- 
ing for polished periods when they should 
be in quest of alarming truths ; who are 
looking for elegance of composition when 
they should be anxious for eternal life. 
' Whatever comparative praise may be 
due to the former class of writers, when 
viewed with others of a less decent order, 
yet I am not sure whether so many books 
of frigid morality, exhibiting such iitferior 
motives of action, such moderate represen- 
tations of duty, and such a low standard of 
principle, have not done religion much 
more harm than good ; whether they do 
not lead many a reader to inquire what is 
the lowest degree in the scale of virtue with 
which he may content himself, so as barely 
to escape eternal punishment ; how much 
indulgence iie may allow himself, without 
absolutely forfeiting his chance of safety : 
what is the uttermost verge to which he 
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may venture of this world's enjoyment, 
and yet just keep withm a possibility of 
hope for the next : adjusting the scales of 
indulgence and security with such a scrupu- 
lous equilibrium, as not to lose much plea- 
sure, yet not incur much penalty. 

This is hardly an exaggerated repre- 
sentation : and to these low views of duty 
is partly owing so much of that bare- weight 
virtue with which even Christians are so 
apt to content themselves: fighting for 
every inch of ground which may possibly be 
taken within the pales of permission, and 
stretching those pales to the utmost edge of 
that limitation about which the world and 
the Bible contend. 

But while the nominal Christian is per- 
suading himself that there can be no harm 
in going a little farther ^ the real Christian 
is always afraid of going too far. While 
the one is debating for a littlp more disputed 
ground, the other is so fearful of straying 
into the regions of unallowed indulgence, 
that he keeps at a prudent distance from 
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the extremity of his permitted limits ; and 
is as anxious in restricting as the other is 
desirous of extending them. One thing is 
4:lear, and it may be no bad indication by 
which to discover the state of a man's heart 
to himself ; while he is contending for 
this allowance, and stipulating for the 
other indulgence, it will shew him that, 
whatever change there may be in his life, 
there is none in his heart ; the temper re- 
mains as it did ; and it is by the inward 
frame rather than the outward act that he 
can best judge of his awn state, whatever 
may be the rule by which he undertakes 
to judge of that of another. 

It is less wonderful that there are not 
more Christians,' than that Christians, as 
they are called, are not better men ; for if 
Christianity be not true, the motives to 
virtue are not high enough to quicken or- 
dinary men to very extraordinary exertions. 
We see them do and suffer every day for 
popularity, for custom, for fashion, for the 
point of honour, not only more than good 
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men do and suffer for religion, but a great 
deal more than religidn requires them to do. 
For her reasonable service demands no 
sacrifices but what are sanctioned by good 
sense, sound policy, right reason, and un- 
corrupt judg„,en-.. 

Many of these fashionable professors 
even go so far as to bring their right faith 
as an apology for their wrongf^ipractice. 
They have a commodious way of intrench- 
ing themselves within the shelter of some 
general position of unquestionable truth : 
Even the great Christian hope becomes a 
snare to them.' They apologize for a. life 
of offence by taking refuge in the supreme 
goodness they are abusing. That "God is 
" all merciful," is the common reply to 
those who hint to them their danger. 
This is a false and fatal application of a 
divine and comfortable truth. Nothing 
can be more certain than the proposition, 
nor more delusive than the inference : for 
their deduction implies, not that he i& 
merciful to sin repented of, but to sin con- 
tinued in. But it is a most fallacious 
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hope to expect that God will violate hi» 
own covenant, or that he is indeed, " all 
mercy," to the utter exclusion of his other 
attributes of perfect holiness, purity, and 
justice. 

It is a dangerous folly to rest on these 
vague and general notions of indefinite 
mercy ; and nothing can be more delusive 
than this indefinite trust in being forgiven 
in our cnjon way, after God has clearly re- 
vealed to us that he will only forgive us in 
his way. Besides, is there not something 
singularly base in sinning against God 
htcame he is merciful ? 

But the truth is, no. one does truly trust 
in God, who doesnot endeavour to obey him. 
For to break his laws, and yet to depend on 
his favour ; to live in opposition to his will, 
and yet in expectatipn of his mercy ; to vio- 
late his commands, and yet look for his ac- 
ceptance, would not, in any other instance, 
be thought a reasonable ground of conduct ; 
and yet it is by no means as uncommon as 
it is inconsistent. 
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CHAPTER. VII. 

Fiew of those who' acknowledge Christianity 
as a perfect System of Morals^ but deny its 
Divine Authority. — Morality, not the 
tVhole of Religion. 

As in the preceding chapter notice was 
taken of that description of persons who 
profess to receive Christianity with great 
reverence as a matter of faith> who yet do 
not pretend to adopt it as a rule of con- 
duct; I shall conclude these slight remarks 
with some short animadversions on another 
set of men, and that not a small one, among 
the decent and the fashionable, who pro- 
fess to think it exhibits an admirable svs- 
tem of morals, while they- deny its divine 
authority ; though that authority alone can 
make the necessity of obeying its precepts 
binding on the consciencels of men. 
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t 

This is a very discreet scheme : for such 
persons at once save themselves from the 
discredit of having their understanding 
imposed upon by a supposed blind submis- 
sion to evidences and authorities ; and yet, 
prudently enough, secure to themselves, in 
no small degree, the reputation of good 
men. By steering this middle , kind of 
course, they contrive to be reckoned liberal 
by the philosophers^ and decent by the 
believers. 

But we are not to expect to see the pure 
morality of the Gospel very carefully trans- 
fused into the lives of such objectors, And 
indeed it would be unjust to imagine that 
the precepts should be most scrupulously 
observed by those who reject the authority. 
The influence of divine truth must neces- 
sarily best prepare the heart for an unre- 
served obedience to its laws. If we do not 
depend on the offers of the Gospel, we shall 
want the best motive to the actions and 
and performances which it enjoins. A lively 
hGVicf must therefore precede a hearty obedi- 
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eiifcfe. Let tlibse who think otherwise hear 
#h4t the Saviour of the World has said : 
" For this end was I born, and for this 
*** ckti'sSe cahie I ihto the ^^orld, that I inight 
^* htsi^ witiiesi unto the triith." Those 
#hcl tfeject thfe Goi^pfel, therefot-Ci reject the 
pmeh 6f Jierfdrming good actions. Thit 
ebihttlahd^ for Itistinde; ib set ^' pur aftcc- 
'* tiotts 6ri things 4bbvc>'* \t^ill opei-^te biit 
aihtiy, tiil that splHt fVom whifch the com- 
ihiiid pfbfcfeedi tbuches the heart, dpd con- 
tihfcgi it that no hiimail ^od is worthy of 
th* ehtitt dfftctibn of aii inlihbttdl crcattife. 
Ati Utirdsifvi^d feith in the prbmisef must 
pr^c^d6 dtir a'ccieptable perfortiiarice of ahy 
duty tb \i^hich the prorhise is annexed; 

Biit is to d sfet of duties enforced by no 
oth^r nioti ve tbah a bare acquifcscehce iii 
thbif beauty, and d cold cohvidtion of th^ir 
propriety,' but infipfellfed by ho obedience tb 
hiisf aiitllbrity Wlio iihpbsfes thctii ; though 
\frfcj Khbw riot hbw well they might be per* 
forriied by pure iiid impeccable beings, yet 
we kiibw bow they commonly arc per- 

s 
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fonned by frail and disorderly creatures, 
fallen from their innocence, and corrupt in 
their very natures. 

Nothing but a conviction of the truth of 
Christianity can reconcile thinking beings 
to the extraordinary appearances of things 
in the. Creator's moral government of the 
world. The works of God are an enigma, 
of which his word alone is the solution* 
The dark veil which is thrown over the 
divine dispensations in this lower world, 
must naturally shock those who consider 
only the single scene which is acting on the 
present stage ; but is reconcileable to him 
who, having learnt from revelation the 
nature of the laws by which the great 
Author acts, trusts confidently that the 
catastrophe \(nll set all to rights. The con- 
fusion which sin and the passions have intro- 
duced ; the triumph of wickedness; the seem- 
ingly arbitrary disproportion of human con- 
ditions, accountable on no scheme but that 
which the Gospel has opened to us — ^have.all 
:a natural. tendency to withdraw from the 
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love of God the hearts of those who erect 
themselves into critics on the divine con- 
duct, and yet will not study the plan, and 
get acquainted with the rules, so far as it 
has pleased the Supreme Disposer to reveal 
them. 

' Till therefore the word of God is used as 
"a lamp to their paths," men can neither 
truly discern the crookedness of their own 
ways, nor the perfection of that light by 
which they are directed to walk. ' And this 
light can only be iseen by its own proper 
brightness : it has no other medium. Until 
therefore " the secret of the Lord" is with 
men they will not truly ^^ fear him ;" un- 
til he has " enlarged their hearts" with the 
knowledge and belief of his word, they will 
not very vigorously run " the way of his 
'^^ commandments," Until they have ac- 
quired that ** faith, without which it is im- 
**possible to please God," they will not attain 
that ** holiness, without which no man can 
"** see him." 

And indeed if God has thought fit to 



^6Q . ON THE KZJ^lfiiqji OF 

»)^M *^e Qqsj^X^ iystruipent of s^lyatipo, 
we must own the necessity of receiving it aA 
a divine institution, before it is likely to 

I > ' ,' 

operate ver^ effectually on the human cpn* 
duct. The ^reat Creator, if we may j,u<:^ge by 
analogy from natural things, is so just acii| 
wise an oeqopomist^ that Ije alv^'^^ys ajclfipts, 
with t;hemo$t accurate pr^cipipi}^ thq iiiptf.ur 
ip^i^ttp t;he WQi;k; and.nev^r l^vi^Jh^ iflor^ 
nipans tba^ £\re ne^q^ssar^ to a^^co^^jj^Jisli the 
proposed end* If there%^Cl^nstjapi);y^ k^^ 
been intpndedj for i^o^bipgtpqrp tlia^.a iji^j^re 
system of ethics, such^£^ systf;m,sure.iyj ifflgfl^f 
have hfcen produced. at. aq infinitely l^^.e^Xj- 
pence. The long chain of prpphecy, th^ 
succession of miracles, the labours, of appSr 
tle^, thQ blood of the sairitp, tp s^^y q^t|iing 
qfjthe great and costly sacrifice whjqh tl^^ 
(jrospel records, might sqrply, have^ bj?c» 
spared^ Lessons of mere hun;ian v^rt^^ 
might have bee;:^ delivered hy. spnij^j s^i^jble 
instrument of huma^ wis^pm, st:repgthen^<^ 
by the visible authority of hum^jo^ ^ pov^er. 
A bare system of mpra^s migh^jhav^. l^cen 
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QomflEi^ifuiqaJi^fl to i^%nkij^..^with a iwr? 
le^on^Jjlepro^^eet of advantage, by wejya^ 
j^i[, ^ repugnant to.hu m£}.n pride. A merei 
spl^^nii^of co;id|iipt might bftv^ been delivered 
v(ifhfBx greafec pioti(t3j;>fUty of thjg success of 
itsj reception, by Afltoi?^r>us the emperor, pr 
l^l^to the philo^pher, t^ha^i by Papji. the 
tc^nt-tnai;er, on Ifeter. th^ fi^hprmant 

Chrl^^tianity, tb^n, niusjt bf: embraced 
entirqly^ if, it bft receipted ajt alU Itmuiit 
bp t^ke^,. w.ithput n>at^Ja,tioq, as a;perfiBct 
scheme, in the Mfay in which God h^s^WJ* 
pl^aped^ to rflv^^l i};. It mu^t be accepted, 
not as, e>J>ibit^ng, bfaqt:jful parjbSj.bujt aspFe* 
sci^ting oqe cqnsumiftj^t^ wIiqIq, qf whiob 
the} perfection ^xl^s. frpm cqhcrenc^ and 
dpp?pd(pq9^, frftin relaitip^jawi. cpn^t&qoy> 
Its . pqw|er{ wiH , be w«akened^ . apd : its. energy 
4f;^trpy^d, if i cjv^f y> caviUler pulU ; out ar pin, 
q^phs^tructs a. spring wit^b the presumptoous 
vi€;\v; of n^w naodelling th^ divine; vrark^ 
a^i^^^n^Jclng.it go ,tQ hi^jown, npiind; Th«re 
m^sjt^ np^brea^^Rg tbissy/sjtensi into portions 
of \«;btU:h .MTp arp^a^, Ub^rty tft cboosci coie 
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and reject another. There is no separating 
the evidences from ' the doctrines, the 
doctrines from the precepts, belief from 
obedience, morality from piety, the love 
of our neighbour from the love of God. 
If we allow Christianity to be any thing, 
we must allow it to be every thing : if we 
allow the Divine Author to be indeed unto 
us " wisdom and righteousness," he must 
be also " sanctification and redemption/' 

Christianity then is assuredly something 
more than a mere set of rules ; and faith^ 
though it never pretended to be the substi- 
tute for an useful life, is indispensably ne- 
cessary to its acceptance with God. The 
Gospel never offers to make religion super* 
cede morality^ but every where clearly proves 
that morality is not the whole of rcligion. 
Piety is not only necessary as a means^ but 
is itself a most important end. It is not 
only the best principle of moral conduct^ 
but is an indispensable and absolute duty 
in itself. It is not only the highest 
motive to the practice of virtue, Hut is a 
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prior obligation, and absolutely necessary, 
even when detached from its immediate 
influence on outward actions. Religion 
will survive all the virtues of which it U 
the source ; for we shall be living in the 
noblest exercises of piety when we shall 
have no objects on which to exercise many 
human virtues. When there will be no 
distress to be relieved, no injuries to bo 
forgiven, no evil habits to be, subdued, 
there will be a Creator to be blessed and 
fldored, a Redeemer to be loved and 
praised. 

To conclude, a real Christian is not such 
merely by habit, profession, or education ; 
he is not a Christian in order to acquit his 
sponsors of the engagements they entered 
into in his name ; but he is one who has 
embraced Christianity from a conviction of 
its truth, and an experience of its excel- 
lence. He is not only confident in mat- 
ters of faith by evidences suggested to his 
understanding, or reasons which correspond 
to his enquiries ; but all these evidences of 
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truth, all these principles of goodlaiess, 
worked into his heart, and exhibit theim- 
selves in his practice. He sees so much of 
the body of the great truths and fundamental; 
• points of religion, that he has a satisfactory 
truit in those lesser branches which ramify 
to infinity from the parent stock ; though 
he may not individually atid completely 
comprehend them all. He is so powerfully 
convinced of the general truth, and s6 
deeply impressed by the general spirit of the 
Gospel, that he is riot startled by every 
little difficulty, he is not staggered by every 
" hard saying," Those depths of mystery 
which surpass his understanding do not 
shake his faith, and this, not becatise be is 
credulous, and given to take things upon 
trust, but because, knowing that his founda- 
tions are I'ight, he sees how one truth of 
scripture supports another like the bearings 
of a geometrical building ; because h6 seed 
the aspect one doctrine hds upon another ; 
because he sfees the consistency of each with 
the rest, and the place, oider, and relation 
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of all The real Christian by no means 
rejects reason from his religion; so far from 
it, he most carefully exercises it in furnish- 
ing his mind with all the proofs and evi- 
dences of its truth. But he does not stop 
here. Christianity furnishes him with a 
living principle of action, with the vital 
influences of the holy spirit, which, while 
it enlightens his faculties, rectifies his will, 
turns his knowledge into practice, sanc- 
tifies his heart, changes his habits, and 
proves, that when faithfully received, the 
word of truth " is life indeed, and is spirit 
" indeed!" 
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